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7 THE ARGUMENT... 

"a Mans ſeul is dearly beloved of God her Father: And. yet for an 
. good graces ſhe i tempted by the Devil by-three drverſe means ©. 
„A1 three ſeveral Ages in this martal life. If ſhe'reſiſt-andovers.. 
teme the ſame, ſhe i hereby adopted to the fruition / of the 

| 1 Matrimonial joy in Nea ven; with Oni the Son . n, 


3 mie Firſ, HISTORY, R 5 
E ; Ometimes there dwelt in Rome a mighty Enbarcs hich . 
| PSs. had a Fair Creature re his Daughter, named Atalant 33 
4 whom diverſe great Lords, and many noble Knights . 
hes defired to Nee to Wife, This Atalanta was wittaront - 

1 ſwift of foot: wherefore ſuch a Law was made, that no mm py, | 

„ ſhould have her to Wife, 3 he could over- run Hier; and take 

her by ſwiftneſs of feet. It befell that many came to run wih 


her, but could not overtake her. At laſt there came a 20S. 1 
named Pomeis, unto her Father, and ſaid to him, MAL. 


| 
A it pleaſe you to give me your Daughter to Wife, LIWifrun with 
| 


ber. Then ſaid Her Father, There isa Law made, thatwhoſoever 
will have her to Wife, muſt run with her? Anif he O 
+ Her not, he ſhall loſe his head : and It he Ee eie . 
e 
17 when the or told him all che 4 15 
| '_ *f}linthe winning of her, the Knight 1 = | 


| abide that jeopardy, Then the Knight provided. dim Whey 


pk Gall againſt the rünning. And when they had be — en 
AUlittle ſpace, young Lad 8 him: en} Fighter) ig e 

forth before her the firſt Ball of Gold, and when 
* Ne ſne ſtooped & took it up, & in the me Kg Fe 
Dit befpre her, bur that availed ictle, for hen ſhe 


þ; 3 a n that in ſhore ſpace gage pF 
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then he threw forth 7 ſecond Ballo 
which this young, Damfel ſeeing, copſtrained her (elf, & ran ſo 


- faſt, that {he ſoon had im at an advantage agaan, and was a for | 


GESTA ROMA TOR UM. a af 
Gold, & ihe ſtoopedd as before "4 


und took it up, and inthat while tha Rnighrgor before her again: 


him again: Now by that time rae were nigh the -Mark,whore | 
they night threw forth the third Ball. 
before her, and ſhe ſtooped down to take up the Ball: And while 

he Was takingup the third Ball, the night got before her; and 
was firſt at the Mark. And thus was ihe won. E 


thould abide,wiieretore the 


Gs 1 


The MORAL. 


Dy this Emperor isunderſtood-the Father of. Heaven, and by the 
+  Dannſel is underſtvod the Soulot Man, with whom many Devils 


gefire to run, and to deceive her through their Tentations, but ſlie 
wichſtandetch them mightily, and overcometh them: And when 
ke bath dane his worſt, and may not ſped, then makes he three 


Balls of Gold, and caſteth them before her in the three Apes of 
Man; that is to, ſay, in Youth, in Man-hood, and in Old age, 
In youth the Devil caſteth the Ball of lecchery before her; that 
is to ſay, the deſire of the fleſh: nevertheleſs, for all this Ball, 
+, oftentimes Man overcometh the Devil, by acknowledging of bis 
nn to God by hearty repentance, and an-amendetnent of L. ite. 
The ſecond Rall, is the ball of Pride, the which the Devilcalteth | 
to Man in his Man-hood; that is to tay, in his Middije age: 
but this Ball man oftentimes overcometh; as he did the firſt. 
Hut ler hum beware of the third Fall, which is Coverouſneſs, 
mat the Devil caſteth to Man in his Old age, which is dreadful: 
tir except a man may overcome this Ball, With the other two he 
mall lots his honor; that is to ſay, the Kingdom of Heaven. 
For when a Man burneth in Covetouſneſs, he thinketh not oit 
1 7 ghoſtly 3 1 

„ Feckonech not of Prayers, nor of Well-doing, and thus loſeth he, 
71 is Heritage to the which God hath bought him with his preci- 
| dus Blood: Unto the which our Lord Jeſus bring us all. 0 


for ever his heart is ſet on worldly goods) and 


Boll a lotteth diverſe men di verſe en and Eſtates of living ia 
U 


whether his Practice agree with his Profeſſion, in profiting 


* * himſelf; withut Prejudice ta others, wherein if be ſo bold him 
** ſelf content,” for ſuch a Son the heavenly Father hathplanted 2 


- arce' of heavenly treaſure in the Life that ſhall be Everlaſtiu x. 
- | f | fn; nd One 4 T 


Here Reigned ſometime in Rome a wiſe and mighty Emperor, 
I named A ſelim, who did bear in his Arms a ſhield of Silver; 
with five red Roſes. This Emperor had three Sons, whom he loved 
much. He had alſo continual War with the King of Egypt, in 
vrhich War he loſt all his temporal goods, except a preciaus 


ule of life & Doc lxine, 
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BST RON ORUN. 1 
lc fortuned after on a da y that hegaye Battel toth ſame Kingor.... 
Egypt, wherein he wes grievohſly wounded, nevetheleſs he whs 
taihed the Victory, notwithſtanding hehadthis deadly wounds 
Alierefere while helay at peintof death, He called unto himhis 
eldeſt Son, and ſaid, My dear and welld<loved Son, allmytemt 
poral Richesare ſpent, and ahnoſt nothing is left me, but a pre- 
Cious Tree, the whichſtandeth in the midſt of nne Empires: I 
give to thee all that isundertheearth, and abovetheearth, of the 
lame Tree, C my reverend Father; quothhe, Ithank you mach. 
br”: Then {aid the Faxperor, Call to me my {zcond Son. Anon the 
eldeſt Son greatly joy ing of his Fathers Faun in his Brother; 
uud when he came, the Emperor faid, My dear Son, I may not 
innke Ny Teſtament, for as much as Ihaveſpent all my goods, 
except a Tree whishſtzndeth in the midſtof mine Empire: of the 
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which Tree, I b2queath tothee all tliat isgreat and{mall. Then 


anſwered hie, and laid, My reverend Father, I thank you much, 
Then ſaid the Exzperor, Callio me my third Son; and ſo it wa 
done. And when he wascome, the Emperor ſaid, My dear Son, 
I muſt die of theſe wounds, and I have only a precious Tree, or 
which I havegiven thy Brethren their Portion, and to thee I be- 


1 


+ - thar is wet and dry. Then {aid his Sor, Father, I thank you. 
Soon after the Emperor had made this bequeſt, hedied. And fort- 
30" i after, the eldeſt ſon took Poſleflion of Tree. Now when the 
| @ econd Sen heard this, he came to him, ſaying, My Erather,by 
'.* , - wharLawor Title occupy you this Tree? Dear Brother, quota 
| * he, I vecupy it by this Title, my Father gave me all that is un- 
der the earth, and above of the ſaid Tree: byreaſon therefore the 
Tree is mine. Unknowing to thee, quoch the ſecond Brother, he 
Save unto me all that is great and ſmall of the ſaid Tree, and 
therefore I have as great right in F ſaid Tree as you. This hear- 
ing the third Son, he came to them, and ſaid, My welEbetoved 
Erethren, it b:hoveth you not to ſtrive for this Tree, for Lhaveas 
132 much right in this Tree as you: for by the Law ye wot the laſt 
Will ard Teſtament ought to ſtand: for of a truth he'gave me 
of the {aid Tree, all that is wet & dry, and therefore the Free is 
mine. But for as much as your words are of great fore, & mine 
alſo, my counſel is, i we be judged by reaſon: for it is not 
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nor commendable 1 {trifeor diſſeation ſfiould beamong us. 
Ts. 1 dwelleth a King full of xeafon, therefore te avoid ftrite, 
| Jet 


he 
thren, Thy counſel is good: Wherefore they wentall chete unte 
| King of reaſon, and each of them ſeverally ſhewer fireh 
us right untv him, as is ſaid before. ADE 2900S; 
| * Whemthe King had heard che Titles, he rehearſed them all 
Ag in ſeverally: firſt, ſaying to the eldeſt Son thus, Lou 452 
ach the King, that your * gave you all that is under 
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me to him, and each of us jay'hisright before him; and aa 
ll judge, 
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gqueath thy Portion, for Iwill that thau have of the ſaid Treeall 


let us ſtand to his Judgement. Then ſaid his e- 
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earth, and above the earth, of the ſaid Tree. And to the ſeed | 
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Frother he bequeathed all that is peut and {mall of that Tres, 
| 


And to the third Brother hegaveall that was wet aud dr 


And with that he laid the Law to them, and laid, Thag 


His Will oughr to ſtand. 
Now my dear Vriends, briefly I ſatisfy all yonrrequeſts: and 
when he had thus (id, heturnedunto the eldeſt Prother, ſaying, 
My scar friend, it you liſt to abide the Judgement of right, it 
bzhoveth you to be ſetten blood on the right Arm. My Lord, 
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quoth he, your will ſhall be done. Then the King called for * 


a diſcreet Phy ſioian, commanding him to let him blood. 
When theeldeſt Son was thus letten blood, the King ſaid unto 


I. 
. 
* * 


them all three, My dear friends, where is your Father buried? 


Then anſwered they, and ſaid, Forſooth 
place. Anon the King commanded to dig in the ground for 
che ody, and to take à Bone out of his Breaſt, and to bury the 
body again: and ſo it was done. And when the bone wastaken 


cout, the King commanded that it ſhould be laid in the blood of 


the eldeſt Brother and it ſhould ly till it had received kindly the 


"blood, and then to be laid in the Sun and dryed, and after that 


it ſhould be waſht, with clear water. His ſervants fultilled all 


That he had commanded: and when they began te waſh, the blood 


my Lord, in ſuch a 


* 


1 


vaniſhed clean away. When the King ſaw this, he ſaid to he 


lxcond Son, It behoveth that thou be letten blood, as thy Brother 
Was, Then {aid he, My Lord, your will ſhall be fulfilled. And 
anon he was done unto like as his Brother was in all things. And 


when they began to wajh the bones, the blood vaniſhed away. 
Then ſaid the King tothe third Son, It behoveth thee to be letten 


blood likeavife. He an(wered, and ſaid, My Lord, it pleaſetly 
me well ſo to be. When the youngeſt Brother was letten blood 


and dene unte, in all things as his Brechren were before, then the 


Kings ſervants began to waſh the bone, but neither for wafhing 
mar rubbing — 5 they do away the blood of the bone, but it 
bloody. When rhe King ſaw this, he 1aid, It 


ever appeareth ” 
«ppeareth openly now that this blood isof the nature of the bone: 


mou art his true Son, and theſe other two be Baſtards: I judge 


thee the Tree for evermore. The MOR AL. 
Dear Friends, this Emperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


nich barea Stiteld of Silver with five red Roſes; that is, his 


body, that was ſo fair, ſo clear, and moreradiant thenany Silver, 
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according to the Plalmiſt : Specioſus forma pre filiis homimim; ; 


that is, hie was more fair of then all the Children of Men. 


By thele five Roſes, we underſtand his five wounds which he 


ſizftered for Mankind. And by the King of Egypt, weunderſtand 
the Devil, againſt whom he fought all therime ef his Life, and 
at the-laſt he was ſhin for Mankind, Nevertheleſs before his 
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Aeath he made his Teſtament to his three Sons. 


= 


By rhe firſt, to whos he gave of the Tree all that was undd 5 
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e earth, and above the earth, we urderſtand ſuch mighty Men, 
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4 F vetouſneſs, holding him 
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all ef the Tree y 


. tin, Hall receive an hundred times, more; that is, Je thatknor 


+ their, wicked living; and therefore he that defireth 
the joys of Heaven, mult abide ſtedfaſtly in che proce ion and 
practice of good lite and manners, and then by Chriſt he maln 
obtain the Tree of Paradite. Unto Which he bring ns, xpbo. 
liveth and P eignech for cor, Au 3 


and others of all Efates in this Wort, as are not content with 


their Callings, ſeek ambitioufly the Subver ſſon of others, to mag- 


nify and exalt themſelves, By tb ſecond Son, to whom he gave 

as great & mall, we underſtand ſuch wor ldly 
Wiſe-men in this World, which in their Subtility attempt to 
win or loſe all. By the third Son, to whom he gave all that was 


wet and dry of the Tree, we underſtand every good Chriſtian 


Prince; Nobie-man, Magiſtrar, or meier perſon in every Com- 
mon-wealth wherelvever, which eſhewing all ambition and co- 

ſelfcontent witht e providence of God, 
and in his own Calling, laboreth truly to do good unto all Men; 
ya, though himſelf ſuſtain injuries, fuffering now ſolace, then 
care, now riches, then poverty; yet receiveth all this thankfully, 
to have this pres ious Tree bequeathed thus unto them. This 
Tree is the Tree of Paradliſe, that is Everlaſting joy, which is 
given to us all, if we take it thankfully, This every man ob- 


_"raineth not, therefore it behoveth them to go to the King of reaſoen; 


that is, unto the Father of Heaven who knoweth all things. The 
firſt Son was let blood, and in his blood the bone was laid. B 
this bone we {hall underſtand our ſtrong faith in Chriſt's Merits, 
and by the lively and fruitfull (ap of good Works proceeding out 
of the ſame, which are rare things to be found in thoſe that ee 
ir own private gain, who when they are let blood by the harr 
Lance of GOD's Juſtice, and it be eſtabliſhed with Divine pro- 
dication, and made dry withthe Sun of outward profeſſion, vet 
being waſht with the water of ſwelling Pride, Malice, Envp, 


and ſuch like; then the faith in Chriſts merit is as thougir ve*, 
had not received it, and the lively and fruitfull ſap of gol 


works, hath no power to tarry upon it, but vaniſheth away. 
And thus it fareth with theſe other two, the firſt and ſecond Suns, 


but the third Son, being contrary unto the other in projedlio.2 | 
and practice of lite and manners, be he Magiitrat or mean pertor, 
tlhie bone of ſuch a perſon will ever be firm of faiths in bhimfif, 


and towards others. From ſucha mans benethe blood of Url 
fruits (to himſelf and all others protitable) will never bęwaihed 
away with the water of wretchednels :* but the more it is qx ye. 
in the Sun of true tryal, the better ĩt ĩs. Such c 

of God,otf whom our Lord ſpeaketh thus: Je which-beve 


7 
ell thinrs for me; that is, ye that have forfaken the, 


only receive the Tree of Paradiſe, but alſo the Ideritäge of 
. Heaven, Theſe other two are Baſtards, becauſe What they pro- 
mifed in their Baptiim, they wrought all the contrarychrouglr 
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are the true Chueren ' 
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Aid fo loved ſinfil Man, th..: de ſent His eu. Berotten Son 


= to Redeem him out of the Cabtivity of the World, ts reſt with 
hm in the joys of Heaven; | * 4 1 


| The Third HISTORY. | Fx 
15 Rome there dwelt ſomerimes a Noble Emperor, named Die- 
7 


ö 
f 8 


cleſtan; who loved exceedingly the vertue of Charity, where- *' 
ore he deſired greatly to know waar Fowl lo d her young heſt, 


to tlie intent that lle might thereby grow to more perſect Charity 
It fortuned upon a day, that the Emperor rode to a Forreſt to take 
His d iſport, whereas he found the Neſt of a great Eird (calied in 
Latine Struchio Cameli, in Engliſh an ridge) with her young; 
„che which young Bird the Emperor took With him, and cloled 6 
Her ina Veſſel of Glaſs, The dam of this little Bird followed unto 
the Emperor's Palace, and flew unto the Hall where her young 
one was, But when ſhe ſav her young one, and could not com? 
to her nor get her out, ſhe returned again to the Forreſt, and 
A bode there three days, and at the laſt ſhe came again to the Palace, « 
bearing in ber mauth a worm, called Thumare: and when {ſhe 
Came Where her young one was, ſhe let the worm fall upon the 
Guns:: by vertüe of which worm, the Glaſs brake, and the 
'young one flew forth with her dam. When the Emperor ſaw 
1 This, e praiſed much the dam of the Bird, which laboured ſo 
W > 5 < nel 
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V 32" - : The, MOR AL: | 
Dear friends, this Emperor is the Father of Heaven, which 
Þ * agreatly loveth them that live in perfect love and charity, This 
lutte bird taken from the Forreſt, and cloſed in the glaſs, was 
| AAam our Fore-father, which was exiled out of Paradiſe and was 
put into rhe glaſs, that is hell. This hearing the dame of the 
Bird; that is the Son of God, he deſcended frem Heaven unto 
8 Forreſt of the World, and lived there three dayes, bearing e 
im a worm, that is Man-hood, according to the Plalmiſt, Jam 
| 4 worm, and no man. This man wasihin amongſt Þ Fews; of 
l whote blood, the veſſel eternal was broken, & Bird went out, 
 Athatis, Adam went forth with his Dame, the Son of God, and 


fle w to Heaven. 

F THE ARGUMENT. . 
A 4 clean Spirit and undeſiled Soul # the Daughter of God, f. 
dear unt, him, that he beſtows her not upon the Rich man 
anti Wiſdom, but upon the Poor man that i- A 5 
1 in his fear; which if ſhe at any time tranſgreſi 

E Fleſh, then ſeeketh ſhe fer recovery of her health by the. me- 
1 dicine of amendement of Life: ſuch a Soul ſhall be eſpouſed to 
x Crifh and lie with him in the Wortd to come Are . 


ihgzntly to deliver her young one. C 


y frailty of 
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met ime reigneth in Rome a vworthy e % Of a vile, which 


bad a fair daughter &gracious in tw jg et every man: this 
funperor bet hunght him on a day; too le mightgive his daugh- 


tei in Marriage, reatoning thus, If Teive wy daugater to a rich 


. 
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Y 


hall L flee, it the Emperors daughter that is my wife ſhould die? 
And for ſorrow this Socrates went to a Forreſt there beſide, and 


man, andche be 2 fool, chen 1s ſhe loſt : bat if 1 give her toa poop 


and a wiſe man, then may he get his living by his wiſdom, — 
There was at that time dwelling in the City of Rome, a Philo- 


ſopher named Socrates, poor, but wife, which came to the Empe - 


rer, and ſaid, My Lord, be not diſpleaſed, tho? I put forth my 
petition before your Highneſs, The Hmperer ſaid, ſpeak on. Chen 


121d, Socrates, My Lord, yehaye adaughter whom I defireaboye 
zll things. The Emperor anſwered and ſaid, my friend, I fhall 
{hall gwethee my daughter to wife, on this condition, 
die in thy felowihip, after that ſne is ei pouſed to thee, thou ſhalt 
without doubt loſe thy head. Then ſaꝛd Socrates, Upon this con- 
dit ion, Iwill gladly take her to my Wife: The Emperor hearing 


this, called all the Lords and ſtates of his Empire, an made 4 


great feaſt at their Wedding. And after the feaſt, Socrates led 


nome his Wife to his own houſe, where they lived in and 
acer ſic- 


health a long time. Eut at the laſt, this Emperor's 
ned to death almoſt: When Socrates percei 


ved th 
himlelf, Alace, and wo is me, what ſhall J do, and whecher 


 avept bitterly, Then while he thus wept and mourned, there caine 

an aged man having a ſtaff in his hand. And aſked him why ne 
*mourne!? Socrates anſwered, and ſaid, Leſpouſed the Emperor's 

 Canghrer, upon this condition, that if ſhe die in my fellowſhip 
I thonld joſe my life: now the 1s ſickned to death almoſt, and 


Ican find no remedy nor help, and therefore I mourn, 

Then ſaid the old man, Be of good comfort, for I ſhall help 
you if ye will do after my counſel. In this Ferreſt be three Herbs, 
It you inake a drink of che firſt for your wife, and of the other two 


2 plaiſter, and if ye uſe this medicinal drink and plaiſter in due 


time, without doubt ye ſhall recover her perfect health. Secrates 
did all chat the old man had taught him. And when his wife had 


uſed a while that medicinal drink and plaiſter, within ſhoxt 


time ſhe 


Emperor heard that Socrates had ſo recovered his wife, he pro- 
moted him to great Honor. n 


ter ſo fair and ſo Gracious, is the ſoul, made to the fimilimde 
of God, which is full Glorious in the fight ef Him and of His 


44 The Moral. TON. Ne 8 
Dear friends, the Emperor is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, kis daugh - 


Angels, while ſhe is not defiled, but abideth in her own proper 


| aleanneſs. This ſoul God would not give it to a rich 


man, but to a 


F if he 


is, he ſaid to 


was perfectly wholeof all her ſickneſs. And when the 
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My father charged me on his death-bed, that I\ſhoukbgive this 
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poor 2 -that is, a man that is made of the ſlime of the earth. bg. 


This Socrates is a poor man: for why ? every man cometh 
poor and naked into this World from his mothers belly: and ever 
man takes his ſoul in wedlock; upon ſuch condition, that if 


Ihe die in his fellowſhip by deadly fil, without doubt he {hall 


e eternal life, Therefore, O thou man, if thy wife cken 
through frailty of fleſh, unto this fin, do then as Socrates did, 
go unco the Forreſt, chat is, the Church of Chriſt, and thou 
Malt find there an old man with a ſtaff, that is a diſcreet Preach- 
er, which thall miniſter nnto thee theſe three Herbs: whereof . 
may be confectedthe medicince ofthy recavery unto health, The 
firlt kerb is acknowledging of ſin: the ſecond is. repentance: :: 
and the third is newneſs of life, according to the will of God. 
If theſe herbs beuſtd in a plaiſter, the ſinner without doubt ſhall 
receive his health, and his ſoul ſhall be delivered from ſin, and 
zuuredly he ſhall have everlaſting life: Unto the which bring us 
our Lord jeſus Chriſt, 
THE ARGUMEN . Wo .: 
Many fooliſh Idiots of the. World, who flow in aboundance ß 
. wor/dlyWealth and Pomp, thinking they ſhall live here always, | 
ære labetired unto by the Preachers of Gods Herd, and admo- | 
iſhed of their momentary Felicities, and to prepare ſhemſelves 
in beſrozzing well their ſhirt time bere, to enjoy the bleſſing of » | 
everlaſming Felicity in the World to come. IS 


WIS. RE The Fifth HISTORY. 
. COmetimnes:therereiyned in Reme a mighty Emberor,anda wiſe, 
aamal:Frederick, who had one only {on, whom he loved 
much. This Emperor when he lay at point of death, called unto 
him his Fon, and ſaid, Dear ſon, Ihave a Ball- of gold, which 
I charge thee, on my bleſſing, that than anon after 1ny death 


* 
* 
; 7 
* 


W 


* 


hall gie to the verieſt fool thou canſt find. Then ſaid his Son, | 
My Led, without doubt your will ſhall be faltilled. Anon this 4 
-, young Lord after the death of his father, went & fought man 


Realms, and found many wretchleſs fools: but becauſe he would | 
- perform his fathers will, he ſenghtti)] he came toa Realm where ; 
(| 


the Law vas ſuch, that every yeara new King was choſen,who 

had the ruling of the Realm for one year only, and at the years 
end he was cepoſed, and exiled into an Iland, where he finiſhed 

- hislife ig miſery, When the Emperor's ſon came to this Realm, 


the new Ring was choſen with great honor. And-bronghrunto 4 
his Regal ſeat with much Muſick, and great reverence. Ani 


- * when the Emperor's {on ſaw that, he came unto him, and ſaluted 


him reverently; ſaying, My Lord, lo Tgive you this ballof gold 5 | 
- On: my: fathers behalf, Then ſaid he, I pray the, tell methe 
cauſe why thou giveſt me this ball? Then anſwered heand fad, 


| 


-ball 19 zhie wioſt took that Lgould find ; where fore Tae fob. 
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. many nh anu have found many tools, uut a more fool then 
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afterwards died a good death. 
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ESTA ROMANOR UM: xx 
thou I never found: for it is not unknown ro thee, that thou ſhalr 


reign buta year, and at the years end thou ſhalt be extled into a 
place, whereas thou ſhalt die a miſerable death: wherefore I hold 


thee for the moſt fool that ever I found, for as much as tor the 


Lordſhip ofa year, thou wils ſo willfilly loſe thy ſelf: and there- 


fore I give thee this ball. Then fail the King, Without doubt 


thou {4 2 trucly, and therefore while Lam now in full power 


ofthis Realm, I will ſend before me great treaſure wherewith IL 


may ſuſtain my ſelf from a miſerable death, when I am exiled, 
and put down. Anckſo this was done: and at the years end 


when he was exiled, he lived there in peace and quietheſs, and 


The MOR AL. / 


I”. . 


Dear friends, this Emperor isthe Father of Heaven, the which 


bequeathed the ball, that is worluly riches to, fools and idiots, 


who ſavour nothing but that is earthly, This Emperor's fon is A 


Preacher or diſcreet Minifter, that travelleth about re many Re-- + - | 


alms and Lands, to ſhow unbelieving men and fools their pert]. 


The Realm wherein no King. might reign but a year, is the World: | 


for whoſo liveth an Hindred years, when he dieth, he ſhallfeem 


Word proceeding from the ſame; then certainly, when we be 
exiled out of this World, we ſhall live in peace, and ſhall find 
the mercy of GO plentifully, whereby we {hall obtain e- 
ternal life.. Unto which bring us, he that for us thed his preci- 


alis blood. | | GM 15 
THE ARGUMENT. 


The evil-diſpoſed men of thisWarld, are here advertiſed of. their | 
greedy gripping atter the ſweet Temptations of the Devils where- 
in ſuch do rejoyce, till death cometh ſuddenly upon Them, and 


then they fall into the horrible Pit »f deſolate Darkneſs due 
to their deſerts. CS to Es 
: The Sixth HIS TOÜLÜR EL. 

loclegan reigned in the City of Rome, in whote Empire 

dwelr a noble Philoſopher who by Art ſet up an Image in 


the midſt of the City of Reme: _ Image ſtretahed out his 
arm and his foremoſt finger, wherkiipon ſtood his Pee writ- 
ten in Latine, ( Percute hic, ) Strike here. This dme after 
the death of the Philoſo 
Clarks came for to — 
but none under ſtood it: where 


her; ſtofil a long time, ang man great 
the Hier aription- that agi Hinger, 
ore the people wondred e. At 


Kit, a Jong time after, there came à ſtrange Clark: ous of a far 


- «Country and when he ſaw the Image, he read the fu erſeription, 
© "Sbrtkechere. And tben upon a layabhen he ſaw the 1 dowel the. 
Dan, he took a mutꝰck and broke up the gone * 


N 


2 
— —— — — — — — * 


5 


to have lived the ſpace of one year; therefore do as the Ringdd : if 
while ye be yet in the power of life, ſend beforę, you your tre- 
ſure; that is, firm faith in Chriſts merits, and the fruits t] 


9 ” 
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avnere the ſhadow was, according to the underſtanding of the! | 


ſuperſcription, and anon heiyunden Honicall of Marbleunder- 
ncath the ground, wherein he found ſo much riches, ſo any 
j:wels, and io great marvels as he never ſaw. before. And at lait 
4elaw a table ready covered, and all nanner ofthings aieceſſar y 
thereto let thereupon. He fiuther beheld, and fav 4 Carbuncle 
into the Hall that lighied all the hoe: and againſt this Car- 
buncle on the other ide ſtood a minholdirga bowin his hand, 
And ana row ready to hoot. The Clark waorvelied mech when 
he jaw all theſe things, wand thonghr with himſelf, if chat Itell 4 
this forth, there will rotan believe me, and therefore Iwill have 5 
ſomgwhar of thategosds in tagen thereof, And withithart he ſa “ 
1 knife of gold upon the table, the which he took, and would 
trave put in his boſome, but then the Archer ſmote the Carbuncle, 
/ and brake it, whereby the whole lwuſe was madowed and made 
dark: and when the Clark perceived it, he wept bitterly, for 
he knew no way to get our, for as much asthe houje was made 
ak through the breakiugot the Carbuncle. And that darkneſs 
abode there for ever after. And 1@ tiniihed the Clark his lite 
there ix that darkneſs, | 8 1 
+ #20, 64-008, TP i The MOR AL. 7 
HDear friends, this Image thus ſtanding betokens ꝙ Devil, which - 
Aich ever more, Strike here; that is ſeek after worldly riches, 
and not fbr heavenly treaſure. This Clark that digged with the 
matrock, doth betoken the Worldly wiſe- men ofthis World, as 
evil diſpoſed pleaders of the Law, crafty Attorneys, and other 


wicked worldlings that be ever ſmiting, what by right, and 


by wrong, ſo that they may get the vanities of the World: and 
in their {micing they find great wonders: that 1s, they find 
there in the delights of this World, wherein many men rejoyce, 
he Carbuncle that giveth light, is the youth of man, which , 
Streik hardineſs to take their pleaſure in worldly riches. The 
Archer with his arrow, is Death, which layes watchagainſt man 


10 flay him. The Clark chat took up the knife, betokenethevery 72 


worldly man that coveteth ever to have all things at his will, 
till death ſmĩteth the Carbuncle; that is, the Yeuth, Strength, 
and Power of Man, and then lyeth he wrapped in the Darkneſs » 
of ſin, in which darkneſs oftentimes he dieth. Therefore ſtud : 
we to flee the World, and her Vain delights, and then we ſhall 
be ſure to win everlaſting life: unto — Chriſt Jeſus bring 


us all. Amen. * 
> THE ARGUMENT. 101 . 
Me are here generally put in mind, that the Devil ing the  » 
| World, our Champion Chriſt Feſus is ready to take our quarret __ 
 intd His own hand: who deſcending and ſaving us frons be 


Titvaſron, and circumvention of Satan, u yet accurſed for us. 
as tranſgreſſor; aud is enient to ſuffer death fer our full 
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RL The Seventh HISTORY, 
1 Rome dwelt ſometime a migkty — named Tias, who 
l 


ordained in his days ſuch a Law, that what Knight died in 
s Empire, ſhould be bur ied in his Armor: and whoſpever Pre- 
ſumed to ſpoil any Knight of his Armour after he was dead, ſhniildl 


| | die without any gain-laying, It befellafter fe years thata City — 


of the Empire was beſieged of the Emperor's Enemies, and was in 
danger of loſing, for none that were in the City coul defend then. 
ſelves by any manner of Policy: wherefore great ſorrow and 

| *Flamenration was made throughout the City, - 
But at laſt, within few days, there cam? to the City a young 
/ © Knight, well favored, & Valiant in feats of Arms, whom the 


wortky men of the City beholding, & underſtanding his prow- 


neſs, cryed to him withone voice, O thou moſt Noble Knighr, 
we beſeech thee ro help us now at our moſt need, for you may 
ſee this City is like to be loſt. Then he anſwered, & ſaid, Sirs, 


ye {ee I have no Armour, but if I had, I would defend your City. 


Anis hearing a mighty man of Þ City, he ſaid tohim ſecretly, 
4 Sir, here lived ſometinie a Valiant Knight, who now is dead & 
1 buried within the City: and if it pleaſe you to take his Armour 
; , ye may defend. this City, and deliver us from peril, and tha 
will be honour unto you, and profit unto the City. F 


The young Knight hearing this, went to the grave, & arra y- 


Victory, and delivered the City. Which done, he laid F Armour 


to the Judge, ſaying thus, Sir, a Law was made by the Emperor, 
that WhO Over diſpoiled any dead Knight of his Armour, ſhoald 


die. This young Knight found a dead Knight, & took away his 


Armour: therefore, I beſeech thee, that thou proceed in the Law 
1 ** againſt him with equity &, juſtice, in giving him ſevete puniſh- 


made the Knight to be taken: & when he was examinedafithis 


„the Law, that of two harms the leaft is to be choſen. It is not 
. | ; unknown to you that the City was in peril to be loſt, and had I 
ul not taken this Armor, I had neither ſaved you, nor this City; 


18 JI am led as he that is ready to be hanged. Alſo, good Sir, another 
| thing I may alledge for mine excuſe: he that ſtealeth-or rabbeth 
- violently, purpoſeth not to reſtore the thing which he ftealeth t 


8 \ 
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N cad himſelf with the Armour: and after much fight, obtained be 


again in che grave. Bot there were ſome men of the City who .. 
of * envied him, becauſe he had obtained the Victory, & accuſed him 


meet for ſo offending the Law. When the Judge heard this, he 
xis treſpaſs againſt the Law, he ſaid thus, Sir, it is weliten in 


- | _ there{are me thinks you ought rather to honour me for thippond 
© Oced chat I have done, then thus ſhamefully to reprove me; for © * 


but it is not thus with me. for though I took the Armour of tiie 


"7 dead night for your defence and ſafeguard, when I had obtained 
5 che Victory, I bare it again to the ſame place, and to the der d 
+ | *Ktvighty whole it is by the Law. NE 
4 eee 
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Was great weeping thro 


CRASLY 
im, andias many as were within the Cityqpvereall in perilto be 


- . tothegraveythatis the Womb of the glorious Virgin Ma 
IH 


Paſſion that he ſuffered on the Croſs: and put the Armour again 


— 
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14 G ESTA ROMANORUM! Þ Me 
Then ſaid the Juſtice, A theef that breaketh a houſe, that he 
may ſteal and bear away ſuch as he can find, altheugh he bring 
again that he hath taken, I aſk of thee, if that the breaking of 
the houte be lawfull, or not? The Knight anſwered, Semerime 
the breaking of the houſe may be good, whereas it is made in a 
feebſe place, which would cauſe. the Maſter of the houſe to make 
his Wall ftronger, that the Theeves after break not by force the 

Walls to lighriy, tor avoiding of more harm. Ns 

Then ſaid the Judge, If the breaking of F houſe be good, never- 
tcheleſs in that breaking, violence 4s done to ꝙ Lord of the houſe. - 
And fo tho? thou didiſt reſtore the Armour of the dead Knight! 


\Þ-3 
nevertheleſs thou didſt wrong the dead Knight in taking away of 5 £ 


his Armour, The Knight ſaid, I have told you ꝙ̃ of two harms 
the leaſt is to bechoſen, & that harm where-through great good- 
nels cometh, ought not to be called harm, but it ſhould rather be 
Called good. For if an houſe within the City were on fire, & be- 
| gan to burn, it were better three or four houſes. thereby ſhould 
thrown to the ground, then v they ſhould be ſet on tire allo, 
whereby all the City ſhould be burned ; right ſo if the Armour 

of the dead Knight had not been taken, the City had been loſt, 
And when the Jucge heard that he anſwered fo well, and ſo 
reaſonably, he could Kriele againſt him. Eut they 

' who had accuſed this nights flew him: for whoſe death there 


| out all the City, and his body was 
honcurably buried in a ne-, Tomb. The MORAL. 


Dear friends, this Emperor is the Father of Heaven, and this 3 


City is the World, Which is beſieged of the Devil and deadl 


loft. This young Knight that came to the City, is our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt who had not the Armour of Humanity till he went 


5 by 
. the Angunciarion' of the Angel, ſaying, The Holy Gbeft ſhall 
b eight ' 6: ee, Kc. Lo, those ſhalt conceive, and bear a Son. 
And thus inghe Womb of the Virgin he took. the Armour of the 
dead Knight; chat is the Man-hood of Adam our Fore-father, & 
ſaved the City, that is, the Werld and Mankind. by his bleſſed 


into the grave when his bleſſed Boly was buried, but the Citt- 
Zens envyed him & is, the Fes accuſed Him to Pilate, ſaying; 
¶ thou ſuffer lum thus, thou art not Ceſars 22 e have 4 
Enw, and after the Law he ought to die, John 19. 12: And thus 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt of his Enemies was condemned to the 
death of the Croſs, and after aſcended up to Heaven, whether he 
bring us all. Amen, | 1 1 | 
43 2 Wig FRE ARGUMENT, 5 a. 
The fornication of | wicked worldly men is here detected. By the - 
Providence of God. and by his graciors - favoury the fanner, ids 
delivered wut of the thraldom-of ſin, unte the bee 09 1 
everlaſting. | _ | 3 1 et 
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a The Eight HISTORY, | 
here Reigned ſometime in Reme a mighty Emperor, and a 
wie, named herold, who;ordaineda Law, that what Woman 
was taken in Adultery, her Huſband being alive, ſhe ſhould be 
caſt into perperual Priſon, There was that timea Knight J had. 


a fair Lady to his Wife, who commirted Adultery, her Huſband 


being alive, and was with Child, therefore by the Law the was 

t in Priſon, where in ſhort. time ſhe was delivered of a fair Son. 

The Child grew up till he was ſeven years old, aud his Mother 

dayly wept bitterly: which when the Child heard, he ſaid to her, 

O Morher, why _—_ e thus? And for what caufe are you thus 
1 


perplexed ? Then ſaid his Mother, O my ſweet Son, have great 
cauſe to mourn and thou alto, for above our head 


walking, and the Sun ſhineth in clearneſs, and we be here con- 


tinually in ſuch darkneſe, y I can neither {ee thee, nor thou me: 
Alace, that ever I conecived thee, Then ſaid F Son, ſuch joy as 


you ſpeak of, I never ſaw, fer I was born herein this darkneſs: 
therefore if 1 had meat and drink enough, I would live here all. 
my life; Therefore Mother weep not, but be chearfull. This 
Iamentarion that was between rhe Mother & the Son, the Em- 
peror's Steward heard that ſtood above their heads, whereof he 
had great compaſizon, and went to the Emperor, and Kneelling, 
beſenght him of his Grace, that the Mother & che Son might 
delivered out of Priſon. The Exiperor as a mercifull Lord. granted 
that they ſhould be delivered: nevertheleſs if they treſpaſſed ſo 
in time to come, they thould be puniſhed with double pain. And 
after the was delivered, Jae lived joyfully, OED 
The MOR AL. 
Dear friends, this Emperor is the Father of Heaven, that made 
this Law, that whar Married Woman; that is, what Soul that 
is e pouſed to the Lord, and doth commit Adultery ; that is, doth- 
worſhip ſtrange gods, ſhould be caſt into 5 Priſon of Hell;there= 
fore the ſinfulſ Soul hach great cauſe to weep, for ſhe is debarred 
from ligt. that is, from the jays of Heaven, Wer Sonthat deſired 
meat and drink, arethe wealthy wicked worldlings, that fay ro 
the Preachers tha: preach unts them the joys of Heaven, that while 
we may hve, ang have alhthe Solace of the World, we defire nd 
other Heaven, Th: Steward that heard their lamentat ion, is the 
Lord Jeſus, who knowing all che privities of our ſorrowWfUII& 
repentant hearts for our ſuns, beſought the Father of Heaven for 
us, that we migni be tel ivered from the Priſon of ſin, & fo eome 
to eyerlaſtingliie: Unto which He bring us all. Amen. 
88 THE ARGUMENT TT.. 
che proclai met fi 

tha is, 21 poor Preachers of the Goſpel, having their ſight 
. | 2 ers na i 
© eat maus co nforting other, they appreuch wits the Prociaimt: 

al of perper al felicity. nennen 2 


s are People 


h the jay full Feaſt of Heaven; whereto the lame; 


e 


r — - — - 
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36 + ESTA ROMANORUM:. 
e The Nimth HISTORY; a 
Oos in Rome dwelt an Emperor, named Pompey, whe 
8 e all other things was merciful. This Emperor pro- 
claimed throughout all his Empire » great Feaſt, and iiwr poor 
& rich ſheuld come to the feaſt : and whoſocver came to Hast, | 
ſhould nor only be well fed, but allo de Thoult have great gifts. 115 
When the Herauld had warned all manner of men to come 18: ; 

thĩs ſeuſt, at that time there were two poor men lying hy the way {| 
tha ont being lame, and the other blind. Alace, fad the one a 
theſe men to the other, wo to us both: how hall we du? For 


— 


the Emperer bath proclaimed a feaſt, and whoſbev er cometh chi | F 
ther, ihall not enly be well fed, but alſo ſhall have grezt gifts; * 

and I am blind, and thou art lam: how fl we do? Tien ( 14 
fail the lame man to theblind man: I ſhall. give the good cw et» : 


not go, nevertheleſs I can ſee, and thou arc bind, but ftirong 2 


tabe thou me upon thy back, and bare me, and I ſhail direct the * 
Tight way, and thus we ſnail both come to tbe Emperor's ſeaſt. | Boy 


fel, if thuu wilt ds after m2; I am lame and freble, and inx * 


Then taid the blind man, Let it be ſo: get thou ou my back, and 
{hall bear thee, and guide thou me. And {@ they did, ana came 

both to the feaſt, aud received great rewards, and after ended | > 
their lives in Peace, $ 
n The MOR AL. 2 8 he 

Dear friends, this Emperor is our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt that 4 
proclaimeth a Feaſt; that is, the Joys of Heiwven ; unto the | 1 

which joys: he callem all mankind, and forſaketh no man that I 

will comenitco him. This lame man betokeneth the poor Mini- 1 

fers of the Goſpel, which wanting worldly wealth, live by the | 

Providence of God. And this blind man berokeneth the Lay-men 

ho knew not ite right way to Heaven, It behoveth the blind ) 


man; that is, the-Lay-men, to bear the lame man; that is, the 
Minifters of the Goſpel, ſuſtaining and feeding mem with the 
cn:r1es of the Church: and the Minztters in Gods cauſe are bend 
to teachand to inform us in the way to Heaven: whereas we 
Zhall not only have a feaſt, but alſo great reward andy. Unto 
which God bring us al. Amen. 1 
THE ARGUMENT. N 
Heaven and Hell are here compared to two Cities te theſe Citi, 
are to contrary: wayes. To Heaven (which is the City ef- 
he «vexly treaſure and felicityis (a narrow, crocked, craigy, an! 
painful way, having three enemies, the de the World, 4 
the Fleſh. Ty Hell ( being the City, Wers of ſorrow and ſad ne, 
4 fair wey, broad, plain, and eaſy, having three guides z the: 


as, pride of life, covetouſne(s of the eyes, & concupiſcence of the lei. 
o Je, The l 1378 RY. Kia Wed - [2 
_ OOmetimes in Rome dwelt an Emperor, named Faliculus, Who 

was very wiſe and merciful in all his works, This Erxperor | 
\ builded in the eaſt a noble City, wherein he put all his treaſure 
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S FEsTA ROMANORUM. _ 
„ (tobe kept. Unto this City the way was ſtony, full of brambles _ 
| 4 — And ſharp thorns, and three Knights were armed ready to fighe * 


* 1 . 


1 * 
5 


7 with them that would come to that City. Therefore the Emper#7 
o ordained, that whoſoever overcame theſe Knights, ſnould enter 
YL City and rake at his will of rhe Empersr's treaſure. After that 


this Emperor did make in the north a City, wherein he ordained 
all manner of pain, ſorrow, and torment ing for malefactors, to 
which was a broad way very delectable, growing full of Roſes and 


ne 


: fair Lillies, and in their way were three Knights, ever waiting 4 
| it any man came towards the wy of the North,toſervehim with | 
7 + all mannerofdelicates and mcceſfary proviſion, And if it fortuned | 
J | that any man did enter withinthat City, the cuſteme wastuch, | 
'}-- © that the people would bind him hand and foot, and caſt him into 
a priſon, there to abide the ſentence of the Judge. 


When this was cryed throughout all the Empire, there were 
two Kuights dwelling in one City, one named Fonathas, who 
Vasa wiſe man, theother called Pirrhus, who was a fool; ne- 
vertheleſs, there had contimted between them great love. Thie 
Fyonathasſaid to Pirrhus, Dear friend, there is a common g 
made throughout all Lands, that the Emperor hath made a Ci , 
in theeaſt, wherein he hath put his treaſure, and whoſdever may 

; enter that City, ſhalt take what he willof the treaſure, cherefors 
let us go thither. Then ſaid Pirrhus, Thy counſel is good, let. 
us go. The wiſe Knight ſaid, If it be fo, that thou wilt ONow © 
f my counſel, I pray thee chat faithſul friendſhip may continue be- 
„ - tween us; and in token of love, thou ſhalt drink my blood, and 
1 Iwill drink thine, on this condition, that neither of us leave 

other in this journey. The toolith Knight ſaid, It pleaſech me 
right well, wherefore they were both let blood, and each of them 
& . drank others blood. When this was done, they went forth tö- 
gether on their journey: and when they had gonẽ chete dayes jours * 
ney towards the City where the treaſure was, they cam2toa place 
here were two wayes, one ſharpand ſtony, andfullofthorns, — 
> Otheb fair and plain, and full of delights, Then {aid the Wife 
Right to his Rllow? Dear friend, here are two ways, one iharp- p 
| and thorny; nevertheleſs, if we go this way we ſhall comeco rhe 
| City that is ſo rich, and we ſhall have that wedefire, ,Then{zig_. 
||! . thefooliſh Knight tohis fellow, I wonder greatly at you,that. you 
| will-ſpeak ſuch things, for I will rather believe mine cyes then . © 
| our words. Iſee here openly, and ſo do you, that here is a hard 
way, and full of thorns: and as-I have heard, there be three 
Championsarmel in this way, ready to fight againſt all men that 
go towards the City ofthe eaſt . and therefore I will not go thag 
Way: but here is (as you may tee) anather way, plain, and ea £5 þ 
to walk in, and in this way there ar? three Knights ready to ſerve”... 
us, and give us all manner of things delightful tor us: ang theres: 
' fore by this way willl go, and not by that other way. m Rh 
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the wile Knight, Certainly, if we go by thatway, we x "= Þ 
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led into the City of the North, wherein there is no mercy, but 
| Perpetual pain and ſorrow, and there we ſhall be taken and pound, 4 
and caſt into priſon, Certainly, ſaid the fooliſh Knight, this 
is the ready way; & as I believe, it is more profitable then the 
other way. Then went they both forth the fair way, andanone 
three Knights mer with them, which received them courteoufly 
for one night, and gave them all manner of things that were 
leaſant to them. Arid on the morrow they took their journey - 
forth toward the City: and when they were within the City, | 
anon the Emperor's Officers met with them, and ſaid, Friends, 
why came ye hither, in fo much that ye Knew the Law of g 
this City is ſo - cruel of long time heretofore: ſurely ye ſhall ; 
be ſerved after the Law. Anon they took the wiſe Knight, and 
brought him, and put him into prion: and after that, they took 
the fooliſh Knight, and haufd him faſt, and caſt him into aditch. 
Soon after it befell that the judgecame to the City, to give judge- 
| ment on them that had treſ paſſed the Law; and\ anon all the 


priſoners were brought forth before F Judge, among whom theſe 
two Knights were brought forth, onefrom priſon, and the other 
* from the ditch. Then ſaid the wiſe Knight ta the Judge, My 
. reverend Lord, I complain of my fellow that is guilty ot my 
death: for when we two came to the two ways, whereof the 
41. - ene led to the City ofthe eaſt, and rhe other to this City; I told 
im all the peril of this City, and the reward of that other City | 
U but he would not believe me, but ſaid to me on this wiſe, : 
will believe mine own eyes better then thy words, And becauſe 
he was my fellow, I'would not ler him go alone in this way: | 
and thus came I with him, wheretore he is thecauſeot my death* . | 
Then aid the fooliſh Knight, I complain that he is the cauſe ß 
my death: for it is not unknown to you all, that I am a foo], 
> and hea wife man, and therefore he ſhould nor ſo lightly have 
followed my folly ; for if he had forſaken this way, I ſhould ' 
bave followed him, and therefore he is the cauſe of my death, | 
5 Then ſaid the judge to the Wiſe Knight, becauſe that thou with. 4 
. allthy wiſdom, olightly conſentedſt and followedft the will of 
5 the fool, & his fooliſh works: & thou fool becauſe thou didſt re- 
8 ot the connſeland adviceof the wiſe, and wouldeſt not believe 
un: I give judgement, ye both be hanged for your treſpaſs. And 
4 | fo it was done. Wheretureall nien praiſed greatly the Judge for | 
his diſcreer Judgement, The M@R AL. | 
Dear friends, this Emperor is Almighty GO D, and in the Eaſt 
is the City of Heaven, wherein is treafare infinit: and unta 
mis City is a hard way, and full of thorns ; that is, the way of 
repentance,by which way full few walk: for it is hard and ſtrait, 
according to the holy Scripture, ſaying thus, Arcta eſt via que 
ducit ad vitam. Ic. is a ſtrait way that leadeth to everlaſting - 
Hife. In this way are three armed Knights; that is, the Devihß 


the World, and the Fleſh, with whom it behoveth io og "mo 
| 125 | ? . 155 oi 
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- and to obtain the Victory; before we may come to Heaven. The 
ſecond City that is in the North, is Hell: and rorhis accorderh _ 
the Scripture, ſaying thus, Ab aqui lone ponetur omni a malum: 
„Out of the North cometh all evil. Certainly to this City the 
wap is plain and broad, and walled ahout on every fide with | 
all Manner of delights; wheretore many men walk by this way, 
The three Knigtits that give to every man going this way what 
thing them plealeth, are theſe, . of life, oVetonſneſs of the 
eyes, and cuncupiicence of the fſe h: in which three the wretch- 
ed man greatly delighteth, and at the laſt they led him co Hell. 
F Trbis witty Knight betokeneth the ſoul, and the fooliſh Knight 
Fr betokeneth the flelh, which is always fooliſh, and at all times 
ready to do cvil. Thee two are fellows, and knit in one: for 
either of them drink others blood; that is they ſhall drink of 
. one cup, either of joy or pain, whicu hey ſhall have after the 
day of Doom. | 
The ſoulchooſeth the way of repentanc*: and in as much as 
ie may, ſhe ſtirreth the fleth to do rhe ſame. But the fleſh never 
thinketh what ſhalj come after: and therefore iNe goerh om in the 
', delights of this World, ai fleeth the vertue of repentance, And 
thus the ſoul after death 1s caſt into Hell, and the Reth is caſt 
into the ditch; chat is, into the grave. But when the Judge 
cometh; that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at the laſt day, to judge 
| all mankind, then the ſoul ſhall complain upon che fleth, and 
the fleſh upon che ſoul: But when the Judge that cannot be de- 
- ceived ſhall condemn the foul, becauſe the followed the frailt 
. _ : Of the-fleth; and the fleſh, becauſe it would not believe the ſoul. 
>= Wherefore let us ſtudy to tame our Reſh, that we may obe y God, | 
| © and then we ſhall have eternal life. Unto which bring us our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. . 
N *. THE ARGUMENT, y TE” 
he ſoul of man being peſſ fſed o the princely Territoryof Paradiſe 
nas bythe Devil provoked to ſen againſt her Creator, and for the 
| 25 \ 5 . - . 4 Kh 
©, "ſame tranſgreſſion (being thence into the wideWorld exiled) loſt 
| that heritage: but by Chriſts bl. fd Death and Paſſian; was re- 


© \ 


ſtored unto re haßſey heritage of everlaſting felici 
os I Berne 41 TOR 57 oO | x 
Here dwelr ſomerimes in Rome a mighty Emperor, Named 
Fredrick, hi h had no child, but one only Daughter, to | 
- whom ihe Emperor after hisdeceaſe, bequearhed all his Empire 
This underſtanding an Earl that dwelt there beſide, he came to | 
this young Lady, and wooed her, and provoked her to ſin all hat 
he might: whereby this young I ady in 11 r: proce's of time, 
" inclined to the Earl, and this Earl anon lay w.th her, an detil- 
ed her: and after that he drave her from her heritage, andexiled 
Her out of theempire, wherefore ſhe made grea lamentat ien, xx 
fleti into a Realm there be ſide, where the da ly vept & monrn $58 
| It betell after on a day; that while ſhe {ac mourning by mo 
| 4 2 4 B 2 - . high — 
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Dutere he died, hebequeathed his bloody ſhirt unto this Daniel 


bf his death, ſhe Wept fore, for in his ſhirt was wrought thus, 


Aon when ſhe had received this thirt 
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high-way fide, there came riding by fair young Kajghe, -, 
upon a horſe, WN came towards ner agg d aid yery conr- 


tradly falutecl ber,alking her the cau e mourhe 
Then Antwered the, and fajd, My reve 
peror's daughter, deſcending of Royal b 
who left neallhis empire, becauſe he h 


ere? 
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after 8 n Karl there hefide, deceived m eured my 

Virgimty, and after that he me violkay oH H-ritage, 
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ſo that now I «m 20 tu beg = bread from tioor to door. and 
x 


© 
. 
- 
* 


1 
» 
1 
> 8 
> 
2 


this is thecauſe of my lorrow. hben ſaid id Knight, Fair Dam- 
fel, I have great compaſſion dn thy beatty aud thy comlineſs: 

Therefore if thou wilt grant me one thing, I Will fight Tor the“ 
againit the Ear, and will aſſine thee tne victory. Then ſaid 
Ihe, Alace, good Sir, Iheve nothing ther I may gtve unto .you 
but my elf. And L atk no more of thee, ſaid the Kuight, but chat 
thou wouldeft be my wife, and love no man ſo muchas me. Ihen | 
ſuid the, Reverend Sr, that 1 will de gladly, and more if I" 
might. Then ſaid rhe Kitight, Iwill that you d nothing for me, 
but it it fortune me to die in the fight for chee, and obta in the victo- 
ry, thou {halt take my bieody ihirt, and hang it upon a beam 
in thy chamber: and this cou ſhalt do tor t woeauſes. The firſt 
25, that Wentoever thou beholdſt thethirt, thou ſhale weep jor ä 
me. The ſerondl is, that w hatſoever man come to wor thee tube 
his wif, thou (halt then haſtiiy run into thy chamber and there 
Tcholdling my bloscy thirty, chunk heart ily within thy ſelf thiie: 
TheLordofthis ſhirt died for my love in battell, by whick he 
recovered my herirage: God forbid that T ſhould takeany other 

man aſterhis death. Then ſaid the, Reverend Sir, all is Ithall 
Tſuitiil, by the grace of God. And when the Knight heard this, 
- he eilayed 10 fight agaiuſt the ſaid Earl and obtaiued the victor: ; | 

and the Earl was overcome and fled, and this young Lau Was 
brought, and received again into her heritage, Neverihelet's. the | 
Rnight was deadly wounded in that battel, whereof he died: 


- 


deſiring her re keep her promiſe, When this young Lady heard 


Think on me, and have in mind, 8 
Him, that to thee was ſo kind, 
ſhe hanged it upon a 
beam in her chamber: and asoft as the beheld ir, the wept bit- 
terly. It befell not longaicer, that the States of the Empire caine 
to ker, and Deſed her tb take an huſhand: but then the went 
tg her chamber, and beheld the bloody thirr, and waxed Sorrows , 
ful, and ſaid wfrentimes , Wo and alace, thou ſufferetiſt Uegth” 
for my 4ove, & thou alſo regovereiſt again ny heritage: Got fur» 
bid; I ſhonld take any other man bur thee. And thus the affe 
ed every man that came to her: and fo they went away ditgp» f 
pointed of their purpoſe, and ihe ended her Life in reſt. 
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vhm he gave and bequeathed the Empire of Paradiſe. But there 
came the Earl; that Uthe Devil, and provokel her to fin, when 
Jhe eat of the Apple, and (aid to her thus, In what hour ye eat of 

. .. this Apple, ye ſhall be Gods. Wherefore we breaking Guds com- 


mMndixent were exiled onr of Paradiſe, te live in this world in 


. Beet wretchegnels, as the Scripture ſaith, In the ſweet of thy face 
thou ſhalt eat thy bread. But then came a fair young Knight, and 
2 l „ that 1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who had compaſſi 

2 lirong ; that 1s, our Lord Jelns Chriſt, u ad compaſſion 


„ upon mankind, and taking upon him our fleth and blood, gave 


battel to the Devil, and overcame him: and thus won he 

. again our heritage. Therefore let us doas this young Lady did, 
kt us lay this bloody ſhirt; that is, the remembrance of the Paſli- 
on of Chriſt, on the beams of our hearts, let us think how our 
Lord Jeſus ſhed his precious blood for us. And if any man; that 
1s, if the Devil, or any other, would ſtir us to fan, let us think 
preſently onthe Paſſion of Chriſt, ſayingthus, Iwill take none 
ther bug thee, who haſt ſhed my blood for me: And thus ſhall 


-» glory, Amen. | 
e THE ARGUMENT. 8 
* We are bere generallj advertiſed of honoring the Sabbath day z 


*.  teinplation, is profitable to the Soul and Bo 

ef Gods Word oftentimes for ſaying truth, purchaſes ill will, 
Ie beſtow our Talents in the amplifying of Faith, and fur- 
7 thering of one another with goed Works, we [hail then inherit 
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wouldſt make {ome craft, whereby I may know, who treſpaſſ 
rend Lord, your will Ihall be done, Anon this Virgil trough his- 


& who not. There was at that time dwelligg id the 


i mik lay in his pede thought upon the Image that acc 
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; the fruition of eternal life prepared for Chriffs Elecł. Dep, 


IN Rome there ſometime dwelt a mighty Emperor, named Age 
- Linus, who ordaineda Law, y every man upon pain of death ;* 
mould celebrate the day of his Nativity. This Emperor call:d * 
to him. a Clark that was heght Virgil, & ſaid, My dear Maſter, 
there be many heynous offences done in mine Empire contrary © 
to the Law; therefore, I pray thee, that thou by thy £09108 \ 


d 1 againſt F Law, privily or openly. Then ſaid urg, My reve- 


er Rome a ſmith that heght Focus, which by no en NET. 
! Ly: Eg Nativity of the Emperor, It befell upon a night ag 
. | 
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* X (Ls Wt e N The MOR AL. | | on 4 
1 friends, this Eper r 1s the Father of Heaven, and his 
| ' Daughter is the ſoul ot man, made to the timilitude of God, : 


we wmeverlaſting life. Unto which bring us all to the God of N 7 


how, for the redeeming of time, to be wav As in gloftly con> 
| 3/5 Alſo. Preachers © 


_ craft ade an Image in the, midſt of the Ciryy of Ron Which. |» - 
' dan#anced & told the Emperor's Meſſengers who treſpaſſedagahiſſt 


. Many; gen before, dreading let the Icnage would, aceute im, ö 
n oY 1 : | | - 
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, © wwherefore he aroie and went ta the Image, and ſaid, I make 9 b 
vow to God, if thou acuſe me, 1 ſhali brake - thy head, And. 
when he >; thus, he went home, The Emperor on the mor- 
row following, ſent Meſſengers to the Image (as before time he | 
was accuſtomed) to know and underſtand who had treſpaſſeck 
againit the Law. And to them then aid rhe Image, Lift up your? | 


* 


went ſorth and told the Emberor all they had heard and fee. 
Then ſaid the Emperor, Arm your ſeives, & go to the Image, - 
and if that you find any man that hath Ry or threatheg to 
hurt the Image, bind him Hand and Foot, and bring him un- 
me, Then went the Meti-ngers forth to rhe Image, and aid to 
at, Tellus the truth, if any man hath threatned thee, and we 
hall revenge ches pon? Then (aid the Image, Take the ſmith - 
Toca, for heis kn that will not honor the Nuivity of the 
ape ee ay the Meſlengers leu forth the ſmith before 
te Emperoryagdthers examined him, why he kept not the day + 
of rhe Emperors Nativity in reverence and honor, according ts 
the Law? Then antwered the ſmith, and ſaid, Reverend Lord,. 
> © Tbeleech you, that you will hear mineexcuſe: and if I anſwer * 
ö 
| 


not rraſonably toall manner of points that ye thall aſk me, 1 will 
N Yield me fully to your grace. Then ſaid the Emperor, I will hear k 
+, * Thee, and that which is right, that will Ido. 8 
Then ſaid theſmith, 1 muſt haveeight pence every day in the 
week, and chat I cannot get without great labor: and therefore 
| I may not keep i day Hoiy- day morerhen o her cays. Then ſaid 
the Emperor, Why-mutit thou have theſe eight pence? Then ſaid 3 
theſmith, I am boiuid copay dayly two pence, and two Pence 4 * . 
gend, and two peneeT loſe, and two pence Iſyend. Then faid te 
Famperor, Tell me more *xprefly of thete eight pence. Then fad 
._ theimith, lam bound every day to pay two penaeto my. Father, 
for when I was young he ſpent dayly two pence on me, which i 
am bound to pay him again for his Euſtoricirion : and two pence | 
I loſe on my Wife. Then ſaid the Emperor, why loſeſt thou that 
two ſence ou thy Wife? Then ſaid he, Where ſaw ye ever Woman 
but ſhe had one of theſe properties, either ſhe was wilfull, aaa 
- eontrary to her huſband, or hot of complex10n? And therefore * 
- that I give her, I loſe, And two 1 I lend to my Son, Where- 
wpPoich he 3s ſuſtained, that when come to Age and Poverty he 
may pay me two pence again, like as I do my Father. Ae 7 
il Zpend two pence on my ſeit in meat and drink, and that is Tiftle | | 
BE BALL Fase Then ſaid 5 Emperer, Thou haſt anfwered well & wilely..' 
Not longafter the Emperor 4ied, and thus ſmith Fort 2 | 
bs Emperor, becauſe he ſpent his eight pence ſo Wiſely andts . | 
and chus he ended his life in peace and reſt. l | 
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TAME ²—ä OY 
Dtenr friends, this Emperor is our bleſſed Savior Jeſus Chriſt, - ' 
AS which ordained by his holy Law, that ever man ſhould keep holy | 
ide Sabbach day. This Vgl that made that Image, is the hol, 
| 8-7 Ghoſt, who eſtabliſhed amungus Preachers to teach verines, and | 
1 © Tepfove vice, and they Jhouid not {pare the poor, nor the rich, 
| | But new if a Preacher ſhould {peak the truth againſt any man 
dae ſhall be threatned by the/Enemies of Chriſt; that is, by ey 
men, that neither love God nor man. Wherefore the Preacher 
| 4 may ſay now a-dayes, that Poſie which was written in the Fore- 


bead of'the Image; Times be changed from good to evil, and men | 

be dayly worſe: for whoſo would ſpeak the truth now a-dayes, ſhall 

| bave his head broken. Therefore it is needfull they be Armed; 

that is, Preachers onght to be Armed with vertuous examples © 

good life, and rhen they need not fear; becauſe they have the 

truth of Gad to ſtand by them, according to the Apoſtles ſaying, 

If God be for us, who can be againſt us; Fo 9 

5 By this ſmith Focus, is under ſtood every good Chriſtian man, 

/ who dayly ſhoald ſpend his time in redeeming of every hours 

travel with ſome profit corporal or {piritual : and the ought 

f $ Hero be preſented before the heavenly Emperor. This Focus paid 
| two pence to his Father, and ſo we thonld payto bur Father of 
Hleaven two pence; that is, honor and love. For when we were 
* _ the Children of wretchedneſs, and in bondage, Almighty GG 
- Aent Cown to the earth his Son to redeem us, according to 8. | 
Fohhn the Evangeliſt, ſaying, God loved the World fo well, that 
be gave his only begotten Son for the Salvation of the World. Alſo 


 - This Focus lent two pence to his Son; that is, every Chriſtie 
dais heavenly mercy, when Soul and Body ſhall beglorified, And FF. | 
his Wite bergkeneth the fle, upon whom thou loſeſt two penens 
derſtancl Repentance, whereat the Angels in 
Slate everlaſting life, Unro which bring us dur Lord gets : ; 
2 


man ought to lend to the Sen of God, our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, 
; that he is our Erother; may be proved by that text ot Ef{ Ie ts < 
that is, unlawfull love, and conſent to fin, becauſe rhe-fleſh is _ 
eaven do = 
rejoyce: by the ſecond penny, ye ſhall niiderſtand per feck peefe- 
f | * Chr iſt. Amen. | Wy 
| N 5 THE ARGUMENT. 5 * 
| F mergy be fare able unte him in Medis, bg reaſon. of 


- 


— 


? | . true and — pt faith, and ſruitfull good works and deeds iq 
'— } + our life, and he will repay us again at the day of doom with ©. 
Acluld is born to- u. This Focus luſt two pence to his Wie; I 
| 
| - contrary to the Spirit, and is ever Subject to ſin. This Fecws | 
| Alſo ſpent two pence on himſelf: by the firſt N ye hall un- 
9 verance and amendment of life : for he that abideth unto che en 
N hall be ſaved. And he that ſpendeth well theſe . 
tes being blind through-ſin, and either by infirmity of frail fel; 
ee ſtep geſtion, treſpaſſing withevil and lewd comp any, tho 
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24% GEST-A ROMANORUM; Se» 
| | The foreſaid reſpect; yet if he accuſtomably walk on fer: "ard in Y 4 
his worldly wickedneſs, his willfull blindneſs ſhall not excuſe him; | 
- but accuſe him in the dayof Judgement, mo rieyouſly to have 
ended God in abuſing his mercy offered, and therefore the leſs 
worthy to ha ve the reward of the ſimple ſouli that repentant ij and 
irh modeſty lixeth to the frui tion of everlaſting TA $152 
„ The Thirteenth HISTORY. 5 ad” 
| 8. ee in Rome dwelt a Noble Emperor, which, amongſt all 


other vertues loved beſt mercy: wherefore he ordained a2 
, that every blind man ſhauld ha ve an hundred ſhillingsby x 
Fear of his trealure. It fell on a day, that certain men came ro | 
à Tavern to drink wine, and after that theſe mien had ſitten in tie 
Tavern three days, the fourth day they were greatly in debt for the 
Wine: wherefoxe the Vintner came to them, & demanded money 
For his wine. Then ſaid one of the drinkers, Sirs, the Emperor 
th made ſuch a Law that every blind man ſhall have an hundred 
hillings of his treaſure: therefore let us caſt lots among us, & 
to whom the lot falleth, let his eyes be put out, and ſo may he 
Bo to the Emperor's Palace, and get an undred ſhillings to diſ- 
Charge us. Now this counſel liked them well, ſo they caſt lots, 
ddl the lot fell on him that gave the counſel, and his fellows 
Ammediatly put out kis eyes. | | 
ad when he as blind, he went to the Emperor's Palace and 
ed an hundred ſhillings of the Steward according to the Empe- 
rs decree, Dear. friend, {aid the Steward, Thou didſt ſee with 
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| th thine eyes 2 while ſince: thou alſo underſtandeſt the Law - [ 

ht amiſs: for the Law is made for men that are blind threugh in- . 
„ imiries, er by the will of God; but the other day thou hadſt : 
thy light in the Tavern, and haſt wilfully. loſt it. Therefore 2 
10 the Tavern again to thy fellows, & diſcharge there what tho [ 
„ = -owett, for here getteſt thou not a farthing. Then went this 
fx - avxerched man forth, & told his ſellows of the Stewards anſwer, 
du with that, came in the Vintner, and diſpoiled them of theiv 
lachs, and beat them, and thus drove them with out of 
de City: And ſo they were never after {een there. 7 
1 — wr Why ? by 3 The. MOR AL. ©: "#1 | ? 5 F | 
Dear friends, this Emperor is our Savior Chriſt, who ordained — | 
-* . A-Lawsg every. blind man ſhould have an hundred Skillings of | 
His treaſure, | The blind man betokeneth every ſinner, who ſin- | 
neth through infirmity, or che entiſing of the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſh, and ſhall receive an hundred Shillings, if he be 
* , \, inwardly repentant of his ſins: that is, he {hall bavean hundred 
| _ times more joy, according to the Scripture ſaying, Je ſhal/ 

receive an hundred times more joy, if ye repent and turn from in, 

and all ye ſhall. haye everlaſting life. 'Threſe> men that came td 


the Tavern to drink wine 


x tanners, wha oftentimes come to 
& the Tavern of our adverſ⸗ 


. 


| the Devil, to deink of his carnaJl. 
petits; that is cheꝝ there conſume and waſte ae V all ſpiricual 
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. 8 ESTA ROMANORTGM 25 
8 vertues, which they received when they received the Sacramei 
of Papriſm, where the Devil our enemy, diſpoilech them of all 
their good deeds that ever they have wrought before. They caſt 
lots; that is, they caſt among them the cuſtome of ſin, and this 
lot of tin falleth on ſuch as gare unthanktull ard mercileſs; and 
ſuch a man willfully becometh blind; that is, be becometh will 
fully a fuul ſinner,like ZFudas, that betrayed our LORD without 
any ſuggeſtion or inticing: and therefore ſuch. men ſin moſt 
- grievoutly, When they ceme before the Steward; that is, before 
the Prelats of the Church, they can hardly obtain an aſſurance i} 
' of Htaven, becauſe they be not in the right way to leave their 
ſin. Therefore let us ſtudy with all diligence to pleaſe God, 
that we may obtain everlaſting life, which is laid up in ſtore 
for all thoſe that live modeftly, looking for eternal Salvation 
Unto which bring us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
THE ARGUMENT. ic mc 
A certain vow of love being between the ſoul of every faithfull 
Chriſtian ang Feſus Chriſt, we are to conſider the mercifull and 
gracious Covenant of God toward the faithfull, and to becaretull 
ef this Covenant: and we are to ſtudy to perform our yowy ſo a5 _ 
we at the prefixed day of promiſe beiny undefiled, may thereby. 
e e place of everlaſting glory, prepared for al 
hem that ſeek the glory of God, and their ſouls heal. 
r The Fourteenth HISTORY. | b 
Neue ſomerime dwelt a mighty Emperor, named Philomi- a 
nun; who had one only Daughter, who was fair & gracious {| 
in the fight of every man, who had to name Ag laes. Therew,as | 
alſo in the Emperer's Palace a Gentle Knight tnat Loved dearly”, -- 
this Lady, It befell after on a day, that this Knight talked with 
this Lady, & ſecretly uttered his deſirg unto her. Then the ſaid 
courteoutly, Seeing you have uttered. to me the ſecrets of your, 
heart, I will likeways for your love cg yony ſecrets af my | © 
heart: and truely, I (ay, that abeveall-athers, I love you beſt. 
Then {aid the Knight, I purpoſe to viſit the Holy Land ;, And 
therefore give me your truth,that this ſeven years youſhallrake 
no other man, but only for my love 4p; tarry for me ſo long: 
and if 1 come not again by this day feven years; then take what 
man you like beſt. And likewiſe I promiſe you, that wathinthis 
ſeven. years I will take no Wife. Then {aid the, PFhis'Covenant - 
pleaſeth me well. When this was ſaid. each of them Wag berrothed - 
to other: and then this Maid took his leave of the Lady, and. - 
went to the Holy Land, Shortly after, the Emherar regte Win 
the King of Hungary for the Marriage of his Daughter, Then 
came the King of Hungary to the Emperor's Palace to-ſee his 
Daughter: and when he had ſeen her, he liked Marvelous well 
' 
| 


N. 


her Beauty and Behaviour, ſo that he Emperor and the King 
Were accorded in all things as touchithg the A POR me 
_ eengition ) the Dame] wönlg ontent. Then called rue Ff 
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26 GESTA ROMANoRUu xu. 
mme young Lady to him, and ſaid, Omy fair Daughter, I havs 
provided tor thee that a King ſiull be thy Huſband, if thou liſt 
to conſent: therefore tell me, what antwer thou wilt give to 
this? Then (aid ſhe to her Father, It plelſeth me well. ut one | 
thing, dear Father, I intreat of you, If it might pleaſe you ro © 
"grant me, and this it is, I have vowed to keep my Virginity, ; 
and not to Marry theſe ſ. ven years: therefore, dear Father, I be- 
ſeech you for al love that is between your gracious Father- hood 
and me, that ye name no man to be my Huſban:! till-theſe ſeven ' | 
"years be ended, and then ſhall be ready in all chings to fulfill“ ?“? 
-your will. Then {aid the Emperor, Sith it is ſo that thun haſt 
thus vowed, I will nor break thy vow : but when theſe Seven | 
ears be expired, thou ſhalt have the King of Hungary to thy | 
.Huſband. Then the Emperor ſent forth his Letters co the King _ 
of Hungary, praying him, If it might pleaſe him to ſtay Seven | 
Tears tor the jove of his Daughter, and then he ſhould ſpeed with- | 
out fall. Herewith the King was pleaſed, and content to ftay | 
the prefixed day. „ Tt ng WM 
And when the Seven Years were ended ſavea day, the young 
Lady ſtood in her Chamber Window, & wept ſore, ſaying, Wa © 
and Alace, as to morrow my love promifed to be with meagain 
From the Holy Land: and alſo the King of Hungary to morrow 
will be here to Marry me, accord ing to my Fathers promiſe: and 
if my Eove come not at à certain hour, then am I utterly + + 
deceived of the inward Love I bear to him. | | | 
When the day came, the King haſte! toward the Emperor with 
a great-carneſtneſs to Marry his Daughter, and was Royally 
arrayed in 4 And when the King was riding on his way, 
thete game a Kn gut riding by him, to whom he ſaid, Dear friend, 
w ibhence art thou? and whence comeſt thou? che Knight anſwered. 
and faid, I am of the Empire of Rome, and now am lately come ] 
from the Holy Land, and I am ready to do you, the beſt tervice 
Lean. And as they rode talking by the way it began to Rain fo 
fiaſt that all the Kings Apparel was ſore wet. Then ſaid F Knight, 
Mu Lord, ye have done fooliſhly, For as much as ye have not 
-»broughr with you your houſe. Then ſaid the King, Why ſpeakeſt | 
- - hou ſo? My houſe is large & broad, and made of Stones and 
_ & mica How ſhould I then bring with me my houſe? Thou | 
© .Cpeakeſt like a Fool. When this was ſaid, they rode on till they _ 
Lame to a great deep water, and the King ſmote his horſe with ] 
Bis (pars; and leapt into F water, ſs that he wasalmoſt drowned, 
When tde Knight faw this, and was over on. the ſide of 
the water without peril, he ſaid to the King, Ye were in peril, 
and therefore ye did foolimly, becauſe ye brought not w you your 
bridge. Then ſaid the King, Thou ſpeakeſt ſtrangely; my brid 
Is made of Lime & Stoney ind comaineth in length mpre- hen 
half a mile: how ſhould then bear with me my bridge? There 
_ fore thou ſpeakeſt ſooliſhly. Well, (aid 5 Knight,my fooliihnefy' - 
N q 5 _— 
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may turn thee to wiſdom, When the King had ridden a little fur- 
ther, he aſked the Knight: what time of day it was? Then ſaid 
the Knighr, If any man hath liſt to eat, it is time of the day to 
eat: and therefore, my reverend Lord, I pray, take a Modicum 
. with me,, for that is no dithonor to you, but great honor to me 
before the States of this Empire. Then {aid the King, 1 will 
gladly eat with thee, They tat both down ina fair Vine- garden 
and there dined together, born the King and, the Knight. And 
when Dinner was done, and that the King had wathed, the 
Knight ſaid to the King, My Lord, ye hive done fooliſhly, for 


— 
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. * 
. 
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that ye brought not wich you your Father and Mocher. Then 


laid the King, What ſayeſt thou? my Father is dead, and my 
Mother is old, and may not Travel: how ſhuuld I then bring 
them with me? Therefore to ſay the trutk, a foolither man 
then thou art, did 1 never hear. Then ſaid the Knight; every 
work is praiſed at ch end, e I 8 6 
When the Knight had ridden a little further, & was nigh the 
Emperor's Pace, he aſked leave to go from him, for he knew 
a nearer way to the Palace, to the young Lady, that he might 


come firſt, & carry her away with him. Then ſaid King, 1 | 1 


pray thee rei; me, by what place thou purpoſeſt to ride? Then 


aid the Knight, I 1hall tell you the truth: this day ſeven years 
I left a net in a place, and now I purpoſe to Viſit it, and draw 4 


it to me: and if it be whole, then will I take it to me, & kee 


it as a precious jewel: if it be brot en, then will I leave it. And 8 


when he had thus ſail, he took his leave of the King, and rode 
forth; but che King kept the broad high wax. 2 


When the Emperer hrard of the King's coming, he went towards: "OW 


him with a great company, & Royally received himgcauſinghin 
to ſhift his wer cloaths, and to ur on freſh apparel. And ben 
the Emperor and the King were ſet at meat, the Em 


2 1 * 
or wel- 


comed him with all the chear & ſolace that hecould, And WRen 
he had eaten, the Emperor aſked tidings of the King, My Lord, 
ſaid he, I ſhall tell you what I have heard this day by the way, 


There came a Knight to me, and reverently ſaluted me: and anon 
- after there fell a great Rain, and great ly ſpoiled my apparel. And 
anon the Knight taid, Sir, you have done fooliſnly, for chat you 
brought not with you your houſe, Then ſaid the Emperor, What 
clothing had the Knight on? A cloak, ſaia the Kiag . Thenſaid 
— Emperor,ſurely that was a wiſe man, for the huuſe WHexcof he 
ake 
f becauſe you came without your cloak. for A Fuhad 
e with you 4 cloak, yourcloaths had not been 150 


Rain. Then faid 5 King, when we had riden à little farber, we 


Tag a cloak, and therefore he ſaid: to you tat you ? d,“ 
{ 5 
with. 


eame tu 2 deep water, and I ſmote my hurſewith my ſpurs, and bets 
 I-was almoſt drowned, but he ride rage the water withoutany » 


peril, Then ſaid hero me, Ye did fooliſhly, for chat you brough 
det Mich you your bridge, Verilyſaid 5 Emperor, health 0 
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ESTA ROMANORUM) tl 
A for he called ꝙ bridge your Squires that ſhould haveridden before 
ou, and efſayed the deepneſs of the water. Then ſid the King, 
We rode further, and at the laſt he prayed me to Dine with him. | 
And when he had Dined, he ſaid, I did unwiſely, becauſe I «.- \ 
brought not with me my Father and Mother, Truely, ſaid the * 
Emperor, he was a wiſe man, and ſaith truth: for he called your 
Father and Mother, bread and wine, and other viduals, Then 
laid the King, We rode further, and anon after, he aſxed me leave [ 
to go from me, and Iaſked earneſtly, whether he went? And hae | 
.  antwered again, and ſaid, This day. ſeven years, I left à net in 
*._,- @ private place, and now Iwill ride to ſee it: and if it be broken 9 
and torn, then will Lleave it: but if it be as I left it, then {hall ) 
It bennto me right precious. When the Emperor heard this, he 
er yed with aloud voice, and ſaid, O ye my Knights & ſervants | 
come ye with me ſpeedily unto my Daughters Chamber, for ſurely 8 
that is the net of which he ſpake. And, forthwith his Knights & # 
q .- JFervants went unto his Daughters Chamber, and found her not; 
* for the fore-ſail Knight had taken her with him. And thus 
the King was deceived of the Damſel, and he went home again 
to his own Countrey aſhamed, "6 
. + The MOR AL. - 
Dear friends, this Emperor is our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and his 
fair Daughter is everlaſting life, which the Emperor had ordained " 
for Kings, Knights, and other men. The Knight that loved K 
-- this young Lady, is every good Chriſtian Soul, which holdeth 
Himelf not Worthy to come into the fight of God unto ſuch 
joy, as the Apoſtle faith, The ſufferings of thistime are not worthy 
die attain” tothe; Nlory that is to come. This Knight was ſeven 
ears abſent from his Love: like as a good Chriſtian Il the 
days of his life, ſhould labour and travel in fultiiling the ſeven 
works of mercy, . By the King that came without a Cloak in 
| © ©» the Raing is to be under ſtood {ome mighty men in this Worid, , a 
Which have Cloaks to cover all their other Cloaths. By this 
Cloak is underſtood Charity, as the Apoſtle faith, Charity covereth 1 
« Multitide of ſins: but many men have not this Cloak; wheres 5 
Fre they are wet with the Rain of price, avarice and letchery. | 
This Xing alſo was almoſt drowned, becauſe he lacked his 
7 Pridge; chat is, perfect faith: for as we ſee that no man may 
1 — over 4 great water, broad and deep, without a bridge, or 
ome other thing, that is alle to bear him: right ſo, without 
faith ic is impoffible to pleaſe God: for Chriſt laith, He have 
faiib as a grain of Muſtard: ſeed, then may you ſayto the Hills rem ve 
ont of your places, and they ſhall Remove. Bur many of us nom 
1 A-days have very feeble faith, and theyefore do ſuddenly- fall 
+ into the Clay of Deſperation, and by deadly fins oftentimes =; 
offend God. Alfo this King had not brought with him his Father ng 
* and his Mother; by, the Father, which is cauſe of Generatienz 
w 1 Is underſtood Eumilityy without which chere is no vertue ß 
1 © 3 | | , . any” N 
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a S ESTA ROMANORu ux. 
IA any man: and thereto acgordeth S. Grevory, ſaying, He that 
| gathereth all other vertues without Humility, is like a man that 
| * caſtetly-duſt into the Wind. His Mother betokeneth Hope: there- 
iS | fore he that will obtain everlatting life, muſt have the Cloak 
5 of Charity, the bridge of Faith, and a Father of Meekneſs and 
a Mother of Hope, as the 5 laith. DE 3 
Alſo this Knight went the narrow way, and the King the 
4 broad way : for he that will be ſavee, muſt go a ſtrait way; 
that is, the way of Abſtinence, Alms-deeds, Chaſtity and Re- 
pentance; of the which way ſpeaketh the Apoſtle, The way is 
4 ſtrait that leadeth unte everlaſting Life. But many men go the 
other way which Icadeth to Hell; that is, by the way of fleſhly 
) luſts: and ſuch men go gut of the way of everlaſting life. There- 


fore ſtudy we ro walk in the narrow way, that thereby we 
may obtain everlaſting Lite, | | 


3 THE ARGUMENT. | IN 
By the Hiſtory is fizured, as appeareth in the Moral, the Seul 8 
' every good Chriſ# an beld of him as a Daughter : but being wad. 
ced, carried away, and defiled by Satan her foul enemy, ſhe is 
% reduced by the help and Yaliant proweſs of her heavenlyChampion 

— Chriſt Jeſus unts ber former babitation, Tet man beingungratefut 


We 


te his Redeemer, forgetteth his Duty, and for goud*rewardeth 
evil to his Champion Chriſt Feſtus, delivering him to bs N Ly 
the Law'as anoffender: bnt when the Champion avoueheth what 
he hath done 725 man and his Soul, then he is with ſhame of 
bis ingratitude conſtrained to remorſe, and call for grace to re- 
pent and amend his life, that by the death of bis Champign chriſt, 
he may obtain eternal life. * W. 

PY ! 
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* | Ometime dwelt in Rome a Noble Emperor, named Agia, 
1 which had retaincd unto him a Knight, named Gerard, which - + ::, 
was 4 worthy Warrior, nevertheleſs he was as meek as a lamp 
4 in the Fzoperor's Court; but in the field he was like a Lion. This 
7 Eber nad a fair Daughter, whom the ſtrong & mighty Earl. 
1 ot Pele. carried by foro away, & defiled which more diſpleaſed 
the Eaiteror then the carrying of her away. Therefore hEcalje 
unto um his Counſel, and faid, Dear friends, thevioknee don 
to me in deflouring of my Daughter, is not unkno en to you, & 
therefore I purpoſe to give Battel to the Earl: whergfars, I pray 
| you 1-2 ready at a day, that ye may proceed with me in Pattel. 
And they ſaid, Sir, we be ready to live & die with uin Patte. 
When the appointed day of Eattel came, they mer bg bpth ſides, 
And æcruel ſharp conflict was proſecuted on botfi fis, & Almoſt 


A 


N. * aR on the Emperor's part were {hint and as the Emperor himſelf - _ , 
FAS. es forcibly affailed, the Knight Gerard put Himſelfamong the | 
* enemies beſore the Emperor, and fonght manfully, and to the 
= | Emperor cfrapedzand the. Knight abode an {levy the Earl, nevers 
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then the Emperor 
thereof an end, according to the Knights requeſt: wherefore all 
men greatly commended the Emperor. 
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ax. 


'* theleſsthe Knight had divers wounds, Notwithſtanding this, he. 


abode {till til the blood ran down to his foot: & when theene- 
mies {aw that the Earl was ſla in, they fled, and the Knight with 
his people followed on the chaſe, till they came to the place where 
the Emperer's Daughter was, and led her with him. Aud thus 
with Triumph and Victory he returned again to the Emperer. For 


the which Victory, and re-obtainu;g ot the Emperor's, Duighiter, 
- he was greatly praiſed of all the peo le. Not long after, it befell 


that this Knight had a Sute in the Emperor's Court, wherefore 


the Kwight came unto the Emperor, and prayed him me-xly to 


be favorable to his Cauſe. and furthermore de ſired him to do rea- 
fon touching his honeſt demand. 


When the Emperor had heard him, he called ro him a Judge, 


and ſaid, Sir, our will is, that you do all Equity unto this 
Knight. And when the Knight heard this, he cryea witha loud 


voyce, Alace, alace, whoever heard of ſuch an Emperor? Thou 
Was, {aid he in battel, where thy head ſhould have been [mitten 


off: and I in mine own perſon, & none other man, pu my ſelf 


in qeopardy fur thee, & ſaved thee: and now thcu haſt aſſigned an 


other man to be Judge in my cauſe: alace, that thou was born: 
aud with that word the Knight put off alli hiscloaths, & ſhewed 
the wounds that he had received in the battel, unto all che men 


that were there preſent, and ſaid, Lo, what have I ſuffered for 


thee, O Emperor, I did put no ether man in my ſtead: and 


now thou aſſigneſt another man in my cauſe. Seothly, 4 ſay to 
thee, that I never ſer ved ſuch a Lord betere. . 
When the Emperor heard this, being almoſt cogfounded in 


himſelf, he ſaid, O dear friend, all that.chouſayeſt is truth: chon 


ſavedſt ine from death, thou didſt re- obtain my Daughter again, 


and for my ſake thou haſt ſuffered many wWeunds: Verily; it is 
right that I in mine oun perſon come down and make an end of 


thy cauſe, ſo as may be to thy content, and to mine honor, And 
Abored very buſily in his matter, and made 


The M@R AL. 


EL | Dear friends, this Emperor may be called every Chriſtian man, 
por elſe all Mankind, which had a fair Daughter; that is to 
lay, the Soul made to the Similitude of GOD, This Earl be- 


tokeneth the Devil, which carrieth away, and defloureth by 


ſim the Soul of Man, through eat ing the fruit of the forbidden 
tree; wheretore all Mankind was in thraldom, till a ſtrong and 
Valiam Knight came and put himſelf on che Croſs to luffer 


death àsa Redeemer of Mankind from the Devil. For if that 


had nor been, we had all been partakers ofthraldomeverlaſtingly: 
and this Knight reduced and re- obtained the foul of man unt 
the Church, wheretore he ſuffered ,many great wounds in his 
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body. And now this Kught; that is, our Lord Jeſus Gan + ; 
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Kath a manner to do among us; that is, to find in us perfect * 
faith: wherefore he calleth on us dayly, that we would be read | 
-at all times: ſaying rhus, in Ap»calyps 3. Lo, I ftand at the 
door and knock : If any man will open tome, I will come in and 
ſup with him. But many men do as the Emperor did, the which 
appointeil the Knight another Judge then himſelſ: for now a-day s 
there be ſome men that will do no repentance for the love of 


| + him, which aſligned no other man but himtelf to fight for us. 


And therefore againſt unthankful perſons it ſhall be {fail thus: 
g he ſuffered for us on the Creſs, diſpoiled ofallhischathing, 
and ſhewed to us all his wounds that he ſuffered. Be we therefore 
* thankfil unto God for all his graces, and be content that we ma 
ſuffer for his love ſome ſorrowful repentance. For he that ſuf- 

fereth pain for the love of God in this life, ſhall receive an hun- 

dred times more reward in the life everlaſting. Unto the which =, 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt bring all mankind, Amen, 8 

THE ARGUMENT, 77 
The foul of man is here warned to 2 the pleaſant haite and 
ſubtile crafts of theDevil, that ſhe yeeld not to his alurements, J 
leſt he get the vantage of this mortal courſe from her, and berea ve 
her of her joys in the life to come. | © 
The Sixteenth HISTORY, * ; 
Here dwelt ſometimes in Rome 2 wiſe Emperor, named Pem- 
pey, which had a vertuous daughter, named Aglas. This 

Damiel had many endowments above all other women in that 

Empire. Firſt, ſhe was fair and gracibus in the fight ofevery man: 

alſo ſhe was ſwift in running, ſo that no man might overtake 

her by a right race. When the Emperor underſtoud theſerwe_ . 

properties in his daughter, he was right joyfisll : wherefbre he 
- proclaimed throughout all his Empire, that what man, poor or 

rich, would run with his daughter,ſhould have her to wife with 
great riches, if he could over-run her, and come ſooner to the 
mark then ſhe: and if ſue over- run him, and come ſooner to this 

mark then he, his head ſhould be ſmittenoff, © * 

When the States of that Empire, as Dukes, Earls, Barrons, and 
*Kaights, heard this cry, they offered themſelves one after ano- 
ther to run with her, bur ever this young Lady over-run them 
all: wherefore they loſt their heads according to the Law. That 
time there was a poor man dwelling in Ron; which thought in 
himſelf, I am a poor man, and come of poor Knargdy.there- 1s . 

a common.cry made, that what man ſoever can out: un che Ep 

perors daughter by any means, ſhall be promoted to geg honor 

and riches; now therefore, if Lmight over-run her B ay man= G 

ner of way, I ſhould not only be promoted to great Honor, but 

alſd all my kindred.” Then this poor man provided himſelf of 
three things, whereby he might win her. Firſt, he made a garland + 

of red roles and white. Secondly, he made a rich girdle of {ilk 

&znningly wrought, Thirdly, he made a purſe of ilk, im 0 
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Aered with precious ſtoner, and within the parſe Was 'a ballet 7 
three cotours, and upon this ball was wricten "this Poſie, Who 
Pagers with me, ſhall not be weary of my play. Then put he tiefe 
; three things in his boſome, and went forth to the Palace gate, 
crying, and {aying, Come forth fair Lady, for I am ready to 
run with you awtro fulfill the Law in all things. 
We” When che Emperor heard this, he commando his daughter to 
$7 run with him, This young Lady went to the Chamber window, 
and when ſhe ſaw him, ſhe deſpiſed him, and ſaid, I haveover- 
1 eome many worthy Knights, and nov muſt I ran with achurl? 


9 N. 


| Nevertheleſs, I will fulfill my fathers commandment. Anon 
1 the Damſel arrayed her ſelf to run with him. And at F laſt they 
| run together, and within ſhort tpace the Damſel got far before 
; him. When the Jugler ſaw. this, hechrew forth his gar land of 
x | flowers before her. And when the Damſe! beheld andſaw it ſhe 
5 ſtooped down and took it up, and ſet it upon her head, and that 
£ while the Jugler went before her. But when this young Damfel * 
35 ſaw this, the wept ſore, & for ſorrow the threw the g ir land into 
„  ZdUitch, and ran after him, and at laſt ſhe overtouk him, &lift 4, 
up her right hand, and gave him a buffet, ſaying, Abide, thou © 
>, > Aavretch,itbeſeemeth not thy fathers ſon to have meto wife. And 8 
%-*-*- then this Lady did over-riin him, and went befor2 him a great 
* ,{pace, And when the Jugler {aw this, he took the girdle gut f 
His boſome, and threw it before her. And when the ſaw that fue 
ſtooped don and took it up, and girded her there wich, and the 
| while the Jugler gat before her again. Now when ſhe ſaw that 
4 ſhe was'vexed, and took the girdle, and with her teeth tare it in 
F-- _ © three pieces, and then threw it from her: and then ſhe ran faſt 
After 1m, at the laſt overtook.him, and chen ſhe gave him 
a great blow, ſaying, O wretch, thinkeſt thou to overcome me? 
And with that the ran before him again. The Jugler was ſlie 
1 ſubtil, and kept the purſe till they were near the mark, ang 
ttzhen he threw it before her, and anon ſhe ſtooped don and took . 
it up, and opened it, and took out the ball, and read the Poſe, 
Who playeth with me, ſhall never be weary of my play. And the 
began toplay,S continued ſo long in playing, til that the Jug- 
ler was before her at the mark, And thus he won the Emperor's 
daughter Dy | 


4 


PETS JL \ | Fhe MOR AL. 

Dtiear friends, this Empsror is our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and 

bis fair daughter is the ſoul of man, which was made clean by 

F + ' theefficacy of Baptiſm, and was alſo ſwift in running; that is, 

min vertue, while he was inher cleanneſs, ſo that no deadly fin 

1 might overcome her. This ſugler that is ſo ſubtil and crafty, is 
the Devil, who ſtudieth day and night to deceive innecents. He 

provideth him of three things: Firſt, of the garland, which be- 
tokeneth pride: for why a garland of flowers is not ſer upon 
The arm, nor upon the foot, but upon the head, that 1t-may be 


J lens : 
ö \ 6 "" with % 1 
' : n 
1 Le * | + 


1 


45 
* N. ' 
"its 4 


ry 8 
5 — 


f 


S Baits . a 


/ x. 


* 7 
4 
- 


fr“ 


S ESTA ROMNAANORUN. 


Do thou efore as the miiden did, beaugry at thy fins, and 
caſt off the garlami of pride into the dun N and '& 


ſhalt thott give the Devil a buffet, and overcome him. But when 


1 this Jugler; that is, our ghoſtly enemy the Devil, ſeeth himſelf 


overcome in one fin, then he returneth and tempteth a man in 
another ſin, & caſteth before him tlie girdle of letchiery. And alas, 
there be many girded & this gie dle of letehery: againſt & girdle 


ſbenkath St. Gregory, ſay ing, Gird we our loins with thegirdie of (ha- ie | 


ftity;for whoſoever is girt with thisgirdleſhat not loſe t wet Aa, 


*, Thencaſterh this Juglerzthat is, ie Devil, the purie witli the ba 


The purſe that is open above, & cloſe under, betokens the heart, 
which evermore ſhould be cloſe in the bottom againſt earthly 
things, and ofen above to heavenly joy . and the two ſtriugs 
that open and flat the purſe, betoken the love of God, and of: 
Our neighbour: the ball which 1s round and moveable to ever 
part of its difference, betokeneth coverouſneis, which muveth 
ever both in yuung andold, and therefore the Poſie was true that 
Was written on the ball, Who»ſs playeth with me; that is, with 


,.,  coveruninels, ſhall never be ſatisfied. Theretore ſaith Seneca, 
hen all fins wax old, thencovetouſreſs waxeth young. Therefore 


let us take heed that we play not with this bail of covetenfneſs, 
and then without doubt we tall obtamn through he merits off 
Chriſt, the hleſs of Heaven that thallnever end, Umno the which - 
he bring us that ſhed his precious blood for us. * 
* 3 THE ARGUMENT, | 2 
The Preaching of Guds Word and ey o Prayer, is a (wee + 
ſoundins T0 in the ears of God, and beth 7 fel reward, 
of God; yet there un, and then ſtirred up in us [ome let thereif 
by our whiſtling ad verſary the Dev:l, and we are hindred for '« 
time. until hy the provideſice of God, god ly Preachers be ſent forth 


which with the hook of Gods Word do win again our loft. elicit 


and ſo recover the fall of ſuchſauls as were ſeduced und led away, 


* into the Joy; ull and perpetuall fellowſhip of the blejſed A gets of 


_ Heaven. | 
5 The Seventeenth HISTORY, — 
8 d dwelr in Rome a noble Emperor, and a wiſe, n mel 


Theod ius, vhich loved greatly the Muſick of the Harp and- 


'- likzwihie the, paſtime of hunting Ir |befe]] upon a day as ts 


Emperor hunted in a Forreſt, ne heard a ſweet noiſe of aharp, fo 
thit through the ſweetneſs thereof he was almoſt raviſſed of his 
wits; wherefore he ſought about the Forreſt to find that melody, 
and at the laſt he eſpĩied at the end of the Forreſt a poor man ſit- 
ting befide the water, playing on a Harp full ſweerly, Thenſatd 
th Emperor, good friend, procredeth this melody from thy Harp, 
or nnd The poor man anſwered and ſaid, My reverend Lard,. 
I 1hall tell you che truth, * beſide this water, my wirke ” | 
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| Teen? o ride would be feen“ Wheretole S. Auguſtine faitnuß 
hex th / ſceſt æ proud man, fear not tv call him the ſon of the Dev] © 
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Dear friends, this E 
which greatly delighteth to hunt the toul of mankind in the For- 


wilt not har the Word of es only 
to the delight of fin. The Devil deceiveth alſo mankind by 
FRE [yrs Ways. 6 


* 


Wand, ani 1, have dwelt theſe thirty years 


U 


and God hath given 


me ſhch a gift, that when I play on my Harp, I naake ſuch mec * 
lody, that the fiſhes of this water come out to my hand, ſo that 
_ therewith my wife, mychild, aud I, have been ſuſtained ingreat 


plenty. Eut, alace, ſometimes on the other fide of this water there 
cometh a whiſtle, and he whiſtleth ſo ſweetly, that many times 
the fiſhes forſake me, and go t him: therefore my reverend | 
| 1 crave your help againſt this whiſtler. Then ſaid the Emperor; 
ſhall give thee good heip : I have here in my purſe a golden hook, 
which I willgive thee, take it, and bind it faſt to the end of a 
rod, and put a worm upon the hook, then caſt thy rod into the 
water and play upon the Harp; and when thou perceiveſt the 
fiih to hite on che hait, draw them 2 the land with that hook, 
and then his whiftling ſnall not avail. When the poor man heard 
this, he rejoyced greatly, and * he had taught him. And 
when this poor man began to play upon his Harp, the fiſhes 


Lord, 1 


„ 4 


came to the bait, and then he took them up with his hook, and 


lived thereby in better eſtaceloug time, and at the laſt ended his 
life in peace and reſt. 5 8 

N The MOR AL. 4 
mperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


5 
- 


relt that 18, the holy Church. He loveth alſo the melody of 


4 e is, he loveth much them that teach the holy Word 


f God. This poor mau that {at by the water-fide, berokeneth 
the Prelats ef che Church, and the Preachers of the Wordef God, 
which ought to be ene, in their charge, and not in the 

Worla; that is, they ſhould not ſet their delight on worldlythings. 
The Preachers ouglit to have the Harp of holy Scripture, where- ' 

Withthey may praiſe and honor God, and alſo therewith draw 


5 out of this world ſinners. Therefore ſaith 5 Pfalmiſt thus, Praiſe 


3 the Lord upon the Harp; fing to the Lord with a pſalm of r „- 
| lace 
For when I preach and teach the holy Scripture, the Devil com- 


4 


1 that the ſinners draw to him, and 
God but they turn themſelves onl 


. 


ft, in the time of preaching he maketh ſome to ſleep : arid 


them that he cannot make tv ſlecp, he maketh them to talk and 


clatter: and them that he cannot make to clatter, he maketh 


| "them ſeo dull that they cannot underſtand. what the Preacher 


- {Behold how many wayes the Devil- hath to deceive mankind 


nich: and them that he cannot beguile by theſe means, he l ut- 
. teth into them buſineſs, and cauſeth themio get out of the Church: 


and to hinder the werk of God. Therefore every Prelat 
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every Preacher, ought to have the golden hook of God's! Word 
t this whiſtling, by which they way draw ſinners out &f 


1 oy 


leſus Chriſt. Amen. 
* 1. ſoul, the daughter of our Saviour, is right dear 8 ud 


/ Night as he lay in his bed, he reſolved that he would go vitit the 


trust T ſervaut, I purpoſe now to go ſee the holy Land, and there- 


Rive Knights that be her guard: and I charge thee that they lacx 
nothing that is fitting for them. Alſo I leave wich thee my gray 
hound, commanding that thou nouriſh and feed him as hitherto 
hae hath been: and if thou fulfill all this that I have ſaid, thou 


Steward, My Lord, in all that I may, I will fulfill your com- 


loved her before, and drave her out of the Palace: wherefore the 
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= this World up to tieaven. Unto the which bring us our Lord _ © 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
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and 
theug h he be 1 for the confirming ey inthe ſtate of, Tencere | 
life, yet ſh is ſeduced by theſugg ſtiun of the fleſh, which being @ 
vrievous tranſyreſſor, yet is by earneſt repentance and amendment - | 
of life, brought by the ſoul unto dutifull obedience towards God 
and man, that thence forwards ſacontinuing, they together may be 
partakers of everlaſting bleſſedneſs. 
Fs Theeighteenth HISTORY, . 
# Here dwelt ſometimes 1n Rome a mighty Emperor, named- 
Ptolomeuis, which had but onechild, a daughter, whom he 
loved ſo mich, that day andnight the was guarded with armed 
Kaights: and over thoie Knights he ordained a Controuler to 
inſtruet them how they ſhould do. He ordained alſo a Steward 


for to guide his houfhold. And when all this was done, on 2 


holy Land. And when all chings were ready for his ſburney ac 
cording tohis deſire, he called unto him his Steward, & ſaid, My 


fore I commit my daughter to thy keeping; and Icharge thee, hau 
the lack nothing, but that ſhe have all manner of joy that ap- 
pertaineth to ſuck a Virgin. Moreover, I leave to thy keeping 


ſhalcar my coming again receive a great reward. Then ſaid the 


mand. Anon, the Emperor took his journey toward the City | 
of Feruſalem and the Steward a long time kept well che Emperoers 
command and the charge given his. 
Hurt at the laſt it befell upon a day, that this Steward had e- 
- Tpied this young Lady walking alone inan Orchard, with whoſe 
love he was fuddenly ſurpriſed; wherefore {trajghrway againſt 
her will, he. de floured her. And when he had committed ſin wih 
her, he gave her ill Language, and hated her then ever lie 


- Damfel by this means being driven to neceſſity and great pover- 
i 15 went from door to door, and begged her bread. But when. _ 

e Knights that were her keepers ſaw this, they reproved ſhame- 
fully the Seward of that inhuman deed. Then the Steward waxed: - _- i 
wroch, and for great hate that he had in his heart, he ſpoiled hee 
Knights of their goods, and drove them from the Palace. And = 
when they were thus robbed and exiled, ſome for lack of ning 1 
became thieves, and ſome men-killers, ſo that tharuugh his incons* + 
Vautency they brought great LON: 4 "1, 12 VS 
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and barefoot, went and met the Emperor, 
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Not long aſter; there cane ridings that the Emperor was ar- 
rived in that land coming homeward. And when the Steward 
heard this, he was greatly troubled and moved in himſelf, and 
ſaid, It cannot be but I Thall be accuſed for my treſpaſs, that 


I have committed againſt the Emperors commandment, and he 


Hathever been my good and mercitul Lord: theretore better it 
were that I go and meet him with all lowlineſsand humilvy, and 
accuſe my ſelf unto him, and aſk him mercy, then that any o- 
ther ſhould prevent me toaccuſe me to my Lord for my treaſon. * 
Then the Steward ſtraight put off all his. cloaths, ſave his hoſen 7. 
aud his ſhirt, and took three rops with an, us right hand, 
ow when the Em- 
peror had eſpied him coming afar eff in ſich manner, he wwqn- 
dred greatly. And when the Steward was come ſo near that he 
might ſpeak to the Emperor, he fell Cown on his knees, and ſa- 
luted him reverently. Then ſaid the Emperor, What is befaln 
thee, that thou merteſt me a ſter ſuch a ſort? for in that thou art 
my Steward, thou {houldſt have met me with a great company 
of nol Kn . Oh! my Lord, qooth he, there is a heavychance 
befaln me, for the which it behoboves me to meet your Highneſs 
thus, Then ſaid the Emperor, What chance is befaln thee? my 


.reverend Lord, quoth be, it behoves you firſt to aſk me, mar [ 
» Why 


bring with me theſe three ropes? Then ſaid the Emperor 


beareſt thou theſe three ropes in thy hand? Then anſwered the 
Steward, and ſaid, This firſt rope Thring with me to bind m 


Hands and feet ſo hard, till the blood burit out on either ſide für 


that I have well deferved. The ſecond rope I bring with me to 


dra me at a horſe tail upon the pavement, till that my bones 

be bare r Aeth, for that it is but Cue to me for the great 
treaſon 1 have de J 

to hang me W upon an high gallows, ſo long till that the birds 


oneagainſt you. The third rope I have brought 


"=". hte on my head, andon my body, and feed themſelves on my 


- Meth, for theſe things are due co ſuch treſpaſſes and breakers cf | 


the Law as I am. Yer, Oh! my reverend Lord, have mercy on 
me, for I dare not acknowledge my treſpaſs, untill I have ob- 
tained your parden. Then ſaid the Emperor, I ſee in thee great 
conririon; therefore tell me thy treſpaſs, and ſurely thou thale 


nd mercy and grace. Alace, alace, then ſaid the Steward 


i 
have defiled thine only daughter, and have driven her out ofthe . 
Palace, ſo that no in great neceſſity the beggeth her bread from 
door to door: I havea H diſpoiled thy Lani of all their goods, 
and now ſome of them, in regard they lack living, become thieves 
and robbers, and tome men-Killers: and the Controuler of the 
Knights I have fluing but I fed thy gray hound wich the boſt 
meat, as longas I might, and tied him with achain, yet at the 
laſt lie brate his cha in, and went his way ſo that no he runnetn 


about che Cauncrey. 


When the Emperor heard this, he was ore aſtoniſbed, and ſald, 


* 


* 
. 


dilpoilec my Knights, anilin their Conrouler, and the gray 


1 vildeſt Death thac could be thought 7 natwithſtand ing depart 


1 
* 
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my Grayhound till thou find him, and then make iim fait, 
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Haſt thou defloured my daughter, whom Iloved fo well, andalio 


hound which 1 loved well, of whom I gave thee charge, is: le 
gone alſo? Surely, were it not that I bad forgiventhee, and that | 
thou haſt humbled thy ſelf fo, much, I wou'd have put thee co 


ence forthwith, and bring again my daughter, that thou may» 
eſt marry Her; and if any harm hereafier befall to her thro thy * 
default; then will I double thy puniſhment, Alſo bring again my 
Knights, and reſtore to them their goods, an! ſet them in their 
ſtace and Offices as they were before. Allo ſeek diligently for 


ſo that hereafrer in thee there be no Fhilt found, Now when 
the Steward heard this, iſe bowed down with moſt humble 
Submiſſion, and thanked the Emperor for his great Mercy. And 
then he went forth, and ſought diligently through all the Em- 
pire, until he found the Emperor's Daughter, and the Knights, 
andthe gray-hound, and brought-them home again. And after 
he had married the young Lady, and reſtored again the Knights 
goods, he ended his life in peazes K | 

de MOR AL. 
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ever Man is ruled by will, and not hy reaſon, THe f hound, 
nt ische fleſh, wherein a man celighreth, was fed audbor [ 
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ESTA ROMANORUM © .. 
and feet, betokeneth the Rope, of true Repenrance, Wbich ne: 
only bought to bind our Hands and Feet, but ale dur Hearts - 
Within us, and our outward Converfations' in ſuch Aufterity | 
of life, that the blood burſt out un every ſide, that is, that fin 
might void it ſeif. Hereto accordeth Exeſiel, ſay ing thus, 
Mhenſoe ver the ſinfull man doth repent bimfelf\, he ſhall be for= 
Niven. The Second Rope for to draw the Ireſpaſſer; is ac 
Knowledging of our 1ins, «which ſhould draw us from the be- 
ginning ot our life, untò our lives end, by a perfect Regon- 
ciliation of our ſelves to God and man, unto the time that 
the Fleſh be fallen from the Bunes ; that ie, till the luſt of the 
4 feſh be turned away by the Stones uf Repentance. For even 
| as the ſtone by Nature is hard, right forthe way of repentance 
: 


A + 


— * 1 


dugztt to be hard. The Third rope that thould hang the fellen, is 
the rope ofamendment of Life: for it is written in hold Scrip- 
ture There is more joy in Heaven over one ſinner. that turneth unte 
the Cord in time, then ver ninety and nine 1 . 
Like as the Steward brought gain the Einperors daughter, ſo 
It behoveth us to feek about by a ffuitful faith, untill we finda- 
gain our loſt ſoul, and to bring her again to the Church, to rule 
well our tive wits, to feed our gray-Hound as, we jhould, and 
make ourlife ſo clean and pure, that we fall notagainin fin, for 
fear that it fortune tous worſe, and that we have no leaſure io 
alk mercy again at our needs. And if ve fulfill all this truly un- 
to our Ii es end, without doubt we thall obtain everlaſting life. 
To the which gur Lord bring us all. Amen. — * 
FORCE THE ARGUMENT. 3 
The vis lating 77 innocency in not imitating the Law of Co, is 
_ - here deſcribed, which being adjudged after the Law, is Deathe, _ 
. but by the,merits of Chriſt our Savior, we obtain ſalvation, 
5 The Ninceenth HISTORY, 2 
N Rowe dwelt ſomerime a mighty En. peror, and a wiſe ma- 
* med Enfenue, who ordaineda Law, that whoſoever raviſhed 
Virgin, ſhould be at her diſcretion, whether ſhe would put him 
d death, or would take him to her huſband. It befell after, that * 
Man ravithed in one night two fair Maidens: the firſt Damſel 
at he ravithed de ſired that he ſhould die, but the ſecond defireq 
um to her huſband. Thie raviſher was taken and led before the 
Juaage, that ke might Satisfy both theſe Lamſels, according 0 
te equity ofthe cauſe. The firſt Damſel deſired his death accord- 
Ang to che Law. Then ſaid the ſecond, I deſire to have him te 
/ Huſband: and like as thou haſt the Law for thee, ſo in like, 
die I have it for me, and alſo my petition is much better then 
| Yours, for it is more Charitable: therefore me thinks in my 
Teaſon, that the Judge thould give ſentence in favor and further! 
Ace of my deſire. When the Judge heard the mercy of the” 
} .._ Tecpnq Damſel, he gave Judgement that he Should take her to 
þ 12 ö Mile; and is 1t Was "doge.. 5 i . 9% * r * 6 
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err ROMANORUM) --*. 29 
Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth oh Lord Jeſus Chr lik. 
The raviſher betekeneth every ſinner, which raviſhieth Gods 
* rey, as often as } Vieateth the-holy Commandements of 
od by lin; for the n never overcome man except he 
be ſuffered by the will. Far: S. Auguſtine faith, It is not n 
except .it be voluntary. The raviſher allo is called before the 
. Juſtice, When the Soul is departed from the Body: and anon 
the fir it Damſel ( Tanocency ) ſaid againſt the finner, that he 
-- oughtro die everlaſtingly by the Lawof Righteouſneſs: But the 
ot her Maiden; that is, Chriſts Merits, alledged for him, ho- 
the mercy of God: ought to help by hearty Repentance, and 
| | acknowledging of ſins, which is the high way roeverlaſting life. 
Undo che which God bring us all. Amen, 


. T HE. AR GW. ME NT., 

The Mother of the Child of Grace and of the Reprobate, i here 
© declared, and ſet forth: but which of them ſhall he ſaved+« and 
| which of them ſhall be damned, is not yet revealed to the World, 
* untill the laſt and dreadfull day of Judgement. 
Ic | The Twentieth HISTORY, . 5 & 154 
Odmetime there dwelc in Rome a mighty Emperor and 2 rich, 
* 8 named Lypadus which. took to Wife a fair Virgin & a Gentle, 

' th: Daugliter of the King of A Hyria. This young Lady conceay 
and bare him a Son, and in ti birth ſhe died: mot long afteꝝ her 
deceaſe the Emperor married another Wife, and had by her a San 

alſo: and Immediatly after the ſecond Child was born, he ſent 
them both into a ſtrange Land, there to be brought up. Now 
when the Children had been there long time, the Empreſs ſaid, 
My Reverend Lord, ten years be now fully. expired finee-I bare 
my Son, and yet I never raw aim but once, and that wes the firſt 

Aduay of his Birth: therefore, I beſeech you, my Lordo ſend tor 

kim, to the end that I may once rejopce meinhis Bcht, Then 

- FYaid the Emperor, I have another Child by wy tuſt Wife, and if 1 

I fend for thy Son, then muſt I ſend far them both. Notwich⸗- 
ſtanding at the Rmpreſſes requeiſt he ſent ſor them bolſł: And; hn 

they were come, they were of patiing feature, and wall trained N 

and ſo paſhng like in all things, thar hardly the dne might be 

©. known from the other : but the Father knew the differ ene. 
Then ſaid the Mother of che fecond Child, My Lerdgl: pray e 
- YOu, tell me which of theſe is my Son? Their the Emperor: 6alied + F 
to him that Son that he begat on his firſt: Wife When the Em- ' 
preſi heard this, the gave all care to-Cheriſh him, and neglechetl. 
rhe #ther Child. Now when the Emperor {aw this, e aid ohe 
-Wife; Cerrainly, I have deceived ther: for kimt Rat thou loveſt 
ſio much is not thy Son, but the other is thy Son: Then ſet heal 
her care upon the ſecond, and ſer nene by the firſt. When ce 
.- Enperor law this, he ſaid, Truely 1 deceived, ihee: withqns © 1 
# _.goubt chis is not thy Son, but one of thetu two is thy Son. _ MM 
. 8 | - . "3k - {aid Mt 
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To ou woulatell me without diſſembling hi orthem is ismy Son? - 
e 


. 

44 

{ntl hey borh come to mans eſtate, Artis is my realtor; Firſt 

It I rvld. yoũ that this was your Song a yori Cherithed him; 

forſooł łhat other: and When 1 cold val that this was yaly Son, 

tmmoretore my deſire is, that you, cherith-thew. both alike, that I 

| 4 may have like joy of them. When the EmpreſS'theard this, ſhe 
185 
FCheriſbed them both alike. And when they were both eanetoag ages 
>= the Emperor made a great feaſt, and before all his Nobles he ts] 

| 5 , ny Wife ypeniy wich was her Son, | Then rejoyceu the Empreſs 

«greaduy, and whrn ſhe had lived a good. time, de ended her 


| 2 

L 
3 | 1 | The MOR AT. * 'F *3 

| Dear Friends, this Emperor's Sons betokeneth 
* &hoten ro everlaſting life and rhote that be not cory The 
Nother of them, is the providence of God that Nourttheth them 
both; theretore our Lord will not that his providence.ihould 
1 the World know which be choſenꝭ and which be not choſen: 
for If he knew that, then would ſhe love the one and hate the 


”. Should live in ducord and ſtriſe: but truth at the day of Judge» 
1 A 15 mut tball tell to us which of them ſhall ve ſuved, and which 
\-*; of-theſn ihall be danmed. Therefore pray we in this Vorkd,” 
mat we may come to the everlaſting feaſt i in e Unto 


Bi E ARGUMEN 
128 ungodly ef this World will not take anypains to "live 3 8 


1 95 fer the N L 
* Fhe 21. HIS TO RN. TY 
[rmerimes there dwelt in Rome 2 noble Emperor, named Poli- 
nus WW hizh had chree ſons whom he loved mich. It befelll 
">. ailzy, when this Emperor lay upon his bed, he bethouglit 
bim to witch uf his ſons he might give his Empire after hisdeath | 
7 #Þhen:6a}Heu'he to him his three ſons, and tid, Which of I 
t Toathtui, he ſhall have mine Empire after my decenſe. 
5 Son anſwered, and ſaid, The Empire by reaſon : Wenne 
ne, for I am 0 Hoarhſul, that if my foot were N 
| Father it ſhobid&.be' burnt, then I would take it o. : 
Fad he Teconu, Ifah quoth be, more fit for the Empire 
75 ; for though, tker 
. Moutdve angel, and} 1 e in ay hauch Sexe 
y Mach 1 would not 


Emperor anſwered, an laid, e n 4 IWill Nom ret 


38 h then you ſlightly regarded tlie firſt, and Cheriſhed. the ſecond . 


| EI Og us all. | "7 ap 


re a cord about my neck 3 23 


id ne Mother, My Lord, I muſt. earneſtiy intreat "PMNs that 2. 


Jife in peace and reſt. 5 = 


n | 


other, and {0 Charity among us would be vverchrown, and we 


4 Au yet oftentimes they are enriched for the\moſtpart with a oF oy 
$5 e fortunes but they are not careful of thereward laid up for the 
1 FIChteous 4 ti Heaven, neither do they ear * tor ney” Hell ape 95 
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« keneth Him that knoweth himſelf to be faſt bound with the bands 
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„ 


ſwerec, and ſaid) My Lord, it is no wonder; - fox aponrhamalls - 


of that Caſtle, within the City, is a Ccbatrice, 5 9 
ght yu Men die: for they are; infected Hen ee 
eomech from her eyes, and thereupon they die. rie Ne 


1 
1 


«+ vou both for I Exceed you in bath, and L will proye it thus: I 


# 


and fer yeryYloath I will not move my head, neither to the 1 | 
BAN * 


| en aſked, Ifth.re were any 
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GGW 
SES TA ROMAN OR UN. 4 
the third Thaxe: far himſelf this, I thought ro be Emperor hefore 


- 


© 
U Y 


lay uprightin my bed, and there droppet hwater upon mine eyes, i 
fide of the bed, nor to the Ris te ſave my ſelf. When the 
peror heard this, e bequeathed the Empire unto the youngeſt, as 
10 the ſlonthfulleſt of the brethren. e 
. - fe TOILETS i The MOR AL. p ix Ar 14 
Dear friends, this Emperor betakieth the Devil, which is ige 
d and Father ever the Ungodly in the World. By the firſtt 
un, is underſtood a Man that chanceth into evil company, by - 
which he falleth into miſdemeanor, and had rather be burnt. iin 
the fire of fin, then depart from them. Phe ſegond. Son betor £4 


* 0 
PI I dos. Ares % 


and is ſo ſloathtull, that he will not cut it away the ward of | 
true Repentance. By the third Son, is underſtoo a man that 
hears of the joys ef Heaven, and the pains. of Hell, yet wille 
not move himſelf to the right nor to the left {ide to ſonſake his 
ſins for fear of eternal pain: ſucha Man without doubt, for his-. 8 
ſloath, ſhajl receive the Kingdom of hell : ' from-which keep uus 
our Lord Jeſus. Amen. 117 41 

a f Wat: LOR io nn 
7 HE ANG HAI E N N. „ ve es 
Mans ſoul, as a Captain General; with bis Forces of armed Fr? 

ties, fighteth againſt a ſtreng Gity, the World, herein ig the 

Caſtle of Vanity,and in that are thepoy/#ned Furces of fon, as mor- 


of fin, wherewith he is to be hanged on the gallows of Hell £ c | ö 
| 
4 


8 3 , * 4 ” 
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LY 

tal Enemies of Mankind; gat whom will te MI Fs he & 

- Means to obtain the Victor), and triumph everlaſtintly. 3 WS 

e The 22. HISTORY. „ ene 

Lexander the mighty Emperor ſometime ruled, who beſieged - 

411 City of the King of Egypt with a great hoſt; nevertheleſs - 
Tac» Emperor loſt many worthy Knights, wichout any unter 4 [ | 
ſtroak. And thus. from day to day his people died{tngdenty. 2. 
whereat this Alexander wondred greatly, and was ferrowtullz * ©; 

therefore in his mind, and h:called unto him the weft Pla " IP 
hers that might be found, and demanded of them, Wh his peg} * 

ied thus ſuddenly without any wounds? The Philataphers;an- 


* 2 


? The Philoiophers anfywered, and ſaid, N 


- 
* 
131 
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ge, GESTA ROMANORUM.' . 
return again to her (elf, and thus ſhe ſhall die, and your Men all 
thereby be ſaved. Then the Emperor did as the, Philuſophers 
[4 countelled him, andſer up forthwith a large mirrot of ecellent 
dlear glaſs: and thus was the Cockatrice flain and the Emperor 
1 with his hoſt made anaſſault onthe Sity, and obtained the victory. 
q een, 
0 Pear friends, this Emperor may be called every Chriſtian Man, * 
* which ouglu to gather kn hoſt of -vercues : © för without vertue 
| | | 


5 — 


— — * 4 
1 RIS 


no Man can fighrſpirituaily; The City againſt which ye ſha ll 
| ht, is the World, wherein there is an high Caſtle; that is, 15 
3 Vanity of Vaniries, au all is but Vanity. In this Vanity ſtan-— 
deerh the gocfatrice; that is, pride of life, deſire ot the eyes, the 
Iuſt of the flein; wherefore this pr ide infecteth ſo many, that 
1 they die in ſin everlaſtingly. Wheretore the beſtxemedy againſt 
+ this pride, is the conſideration of our uncleanneſs, ho we came 
naked into the World: And if it be alked, Why a Man is proud? 5 
Certainly it may be anſwered thus: Fox default of cloarhinghim- 
felf with Verfues. What ſhall wedo when we die thus ghoſtly, + 
but ſer up a pure mirrerof conſcience, that by that conſcience % 
we may conſider our ſlidings, and our brittleneſs, as ina glas, 
where we may ſee our own default. And if we do thus, without 
doubt the Cockatrice; that is, pride of life, deſire of the eyes, and 
luſt of the fleſh, ſhall be utterly deftroyed, aud we ſhall obtam 
the Victory of this worldly City, and by Chriſts mer its win 
erverlaſting life, Umno the which he bring usall. Amen. 


Era ARGUMENT... 55 
he ſaub of man being converſant in the body with the fleſh, ſhe © 
"'E feeketh iy ſiniſter means to overthrow the ſoul with her unclean © 


L after the World; where thaugh the ſoul for a time Joffer 4: 
© © ſhip-wrath of worldly felicity get the Lyon of the er h 
„ of power, not hy to 2 her in neceſſity; but alſo to re- 
venge ber injury, and to make her to re- poſſeſs ber former eſtate 
zn the World” to dme. a 3s thee „ „ A 
„ The 23. HISTORT. r * 
Mighty | 53, 9p ſometime Ruled the Romans, named Ar-. _ 
| chelaus, who in his old age eſpouſed a fair Lady, whom © 
a young Knight loved, and had to de with her as oft as him lift, f 
It befell ona night, that this Emperor bethought him in his bed, 
to viſit e of Feruſalem, wherefore witholit any more cela 
he ordained a Wigs neceſſary for his journey; and taking his 
leave of his Empreſs, and ef the States of his Empire, wenne 
towards e i Ciry. | - ..... 
When che Empreſs heard this, ſhe took the Maſter of the ſhip - | 
aſige, aneh aid, If thou wilt conſent to me, and be true, aſ a 
me wagten wilt, and thou ſhalt have ir. The Maſter gf 'the * 
PR ſhip W corrupt with covetouſneſs, and (aid, O my dear T 
5 Vkatſdever thou Wilk command me, IL hall without fail 5 
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; - _GESTA ROMANORUM, _* 
5 ſo that thou wiltreward me for my labor. Then ſaid the Emprei 
&- © Before thou doeſt ought for me, Iwill give hee whatever thou 
* deſireſt, ſo that thou wilt weir to be tiue tõ me, and keep m 
* Countel. Then che Maſter of the ſhip ſware to be true to her. 
2 llhen ſaid the Empreſs, My Lord goeth with yeu in your ſhip, 
therefore when he is in the midſt of the Sea, caſt him over boar 
25 that he may be drowned, and thou ſhalt have what thou wilt fur 
55 thy reward. Then the Maſter of the ſhip ſware à great oath, & 
| aid, By. the great god Fupiter, after he cometh once within my 


9711 
| \ * I... 


. hip, you ſhalf fever ſee him mere. Then the Lady gave him 
* as much Gold as he would kave, and he went to his ſhip. 

0 And within ſhort time after, the Emperor took ſhipping: and 

1 * when he was in the midſt of Sea, the Maſter of che thip took 
the Emperor, and threw him over board into the Sea. When the 

1 Maſter returned again he told the Empreſs how he caſt the Em- 
1 peror into the Sea, whereof ſhe was right glad. e 
0 This Emperor chat was caſt into the Sea, had learned in his 
| youth to {wim, and ſwam te an IIland in the Sea: and when he 
was faint; and like to be drowned, he prayed to God tobe his 
A. help. At length he came to a little Iſland, wherein was nothing © 

| but Lyons and Leopards, and ſuch other beaſts as ſwam thirkas 


1 from ôther Lands. When the Emperor had got to Land in tas 
Ille, he eſpied a young Lyon fighting with an old Leopard, and 
a the Lyon was too weak, and was almoſt overcome. Now” the, 


Emperor had great Compaſſion on the Lyon, and dre out his 

0 Sword, & forthwith ſlew the Leopard. The Lyon from tat time 4 
* forth followed the Emperor, and would not leave him for any 

dy) thing; but every day the Prey that the Lyon took, he brought & 

ON laid ar the Emperor's feet; and the Emperor mate fire ona flint 2 

44:4 ſtone, and boyled the body of the beaſt in the ſæin: and thus Was 

| he fed for a long ſeaſon, At length as he walked by the Sea thore,' 

he ſaw agoodly ſhip come Sailing by; and witha High voice 

cryed. And wika y Ship-men heardF voice, they wondgred what 

45 | it might be, wherefore they ſailed toward him: And whe they: -. 

were come near him, he aid, Good friends, take merwulyyongs 

* and I ſhall pay you a good fraught,” Sothey took hint inte Their® + \ 

9 ſhip, and the Lyon followed him, ſwimming in the Sea after de 
1 ihip: And when the Lyon was near drowned, the Ship-men'ka®# 

we pity on him, and took him into the ſhip. Now * 1 at IIS i 
«© eaine to land, he payed hisfranght,and went forth withaheLyon” | il 

| -rill-he came near his own Palace, where he heard Trumpets, and = 


Ls 
\ 


,. 


a ocher Muſick: and as he mar velled what it might be, there 
5 on front the Palace a Squire toward binn 2 18 oo 
5 Squirekney not him, to whom Emperor ſaid thus, God friend, 
. I pray chee, tell me. what Nr cauſe of this Melogy? The 
53 Squireaafwered, and ſaid, The Empre(s is Marri&d'thag: day, 
and afl ede States of the Empire are at the Raſt, aud therefore 
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PF they: make fucn melody. Then tad 9 e l 
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F GESTA-*ROMANORUM.) | 
that, was Kü 


+ 3 


x 
ine Lord that hall be ber huſband, that 1 (to pleaſę them) 
pode thow: their Majeſties rare {port with my Lyon. The. 
| Squire 
| his 7; that a Goodly old Mau was at the gate, that would 
thowthemſport with his Lyon. Then (aid iN married Lady, 
Ering him in, he perchance ma y deſerve meat fur his play. When 
Tac Emperor with his Lyon was brought in, the Lyon without 
any ſerting on, ran upon the young Knight that was newly mar- 
wied, and ew him: and when be bat {6 gone, he ran upon the 
Empreſs alſo, and devoured her to the bones, befor all the Lords 
of the Empire. And when the Nobles aw this, they were greatly 
agaſt, and began to flee. Bur the Emperor with his fa g peech 
| perſwaded them, and ſaid, Lo, this is the vengeance of God, for 
this my wife hath uſed Adultery long time with this Knight that 
Jyeth dead, & ſhe practiſed my death with rhe Maiter of the ſhip, 
And thereupon he threw me into the Sea; but God ſaved me frem 


death: And becauſe I helped once this Lyon at a need, he never 
f 


forſook me ſince; and ow, as ye all (ee, when Icame into the 


Palace, without prevoking of me, he hath ſla in both the adul- 


rerers, and therefore underſtand ye for truth, that I am your Em- 
peror. Now when they heard this, they looked more ſer ivulty upon 
him; and diſcerned him to be their Emperor; and greatly rejgyc- 
ing; Praiſed God for that Miracle, which had ſaved their Lord 
aud Emperor. And they lived together a. long time zn peace, 
ff 2x)... The MOR AL. | 


5 75 Dear Friends, by this Emperor we may underſtand eveyy 


Chriſtian Man, that purpoſeth ro vilit the City of Feruſalem 5 
that is, to ges everlaſting life through faith. But his Wife; that 
is, the wretched fleſh, murmureth againſt the Soul, and loverk- 


better an Aduherer; that is, deadly ſin, thenthenuſband, This, 


Emperor went into a ſhip taking his journey towards the City 
af Feruſalem; that is, he went to the Church of Goo, which 


is the way te God: but the Wife; that is, fleilily Men accufſed 


him to the Maſter of the ſhip; that is, to the Prelats of the 
Church, for great reward: which oftentimes do blind che ſight. 
of many Juſtices, whereby many perfect men be caſt out ot the 

ſhip into the Sea to be drowned; that is, out of the Church , 


Into the Sea of this World. Elit what ſhall he do then chat is 


8 thus caſt to the troubled in this World? / Certainly, this oughr 
he to do; let him learn to Swim; that is, let him ans 4 

I 3 + c. 

18, the Religion of heart, and then he ſhall love ever the better 


hope in God, and by his grace he ſhall come to an 1 


to keep himſelf qut - of this World; 


His, Nc. And he that is in 


$ her huſband mperor before; The Squire ſuid, of 
That he went to the Holy Land, and was drowned, by the Way. 
Tuen the Emperor ſaid, Sir, l pray you, tell rhe Emprets, and 


anted to his errand, and went in and told hisdoord and 


. 4 | 


; and therefore S. Fame, 
ſaith, A pure Religion and wave «145 before God even the Father; is 
üs Religion, all find a Lyon; 
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fighteth ever. againſt 


By this Lyon thou muſt tame t 


bur Lord Jeſus, Amen. 


TH R ARGUMENT. 55 


The Soul of Man eſpouſed to Chriſt in Baptiſm, yet dieth by means © 
of ſin, having behind her Son, called Reaſon, or rather the Word . 
of God, which ſearched the diſeaſe of Man ber fenfull Father: | - | 
and being ſent for to cure the malady of his Step-mothers will, 


he refuſeth to adminiſter ghoſtly comfort unto her. 
f The * 18 Jur. 5 2 


Ometime there dwelt in Rome a Noble Emperor, named Gre- 
£2ry, who Married a Vertuous & Beautifull Lady 10 his Wife. 
This young Lady in due Preceſs of time Coneeived & bare a Son, 
a Fair and Amiable Child, When this Child was ten years old, his 


Mother the Empreſs died. Not long after, the Emperor Married 
another Wife. The ſecond Wife could not affect or love by any 
means the Emperor's Son, but did him all the thame & reproach 
that ihe might. When F Emperor perceived this, willing to pleaſe 


his Wife, heexiled his Son out of his Empire, And when the Son 
Was exiled: he went and ſtudied Phyſick, ſo that within ſnort 
time he was a ſkilfull and a cunning Phy ſician. It befell not 


long time after, that the Emperor his Father ſickned, and was 
almoſt at deaths door: wherefore when he heard that his Son 
was ſo good a Phylician, he ſent for him by Letters, praying 
him, that he would come ro him without delay, Now the San 
willing to obey his Fathers cõmandment, in all Haſte came to him: 
and when he had felt his Pulſes, he diſcerned the fkneſs, and 
Minittred Phyfick to him, whereby he ſhortly recovered, 


Not long atter, the Empreſs his ſtep- mother began to fall ſick, 


and many Phyſicians (aid, the would die. And when the Em- 
peror neard- this, he ſent to his Son to help her of her ſickneſs. 
Then (aid his Son, Certainly, Father, Iwill lay nohand on her. 
Then the Emperor, began to wax wroth, and ſaid, If thou wilt 
not obe mνã Commandment, thou ſhialt henceforth depart mine 


Empire. His Son antwered, and faid, It you do fo, dear Father, 


vou do unrightly; for well you know, that you exiled me out 
of your RMmpirethrough her ſliggeſtion and mine abſence was cauſe 


of y ſikneſs, now my preſence is cauſe of her ſickneſs, and 
therefore I will not Meddle with her, nor uſe any Phyſickunto 
her; fur oftentimes Pby licians are decelved in heir patients; m_— 
'$8% 77 | | tore 


\ 


on hs behoveth ro have agaiyit the Devil. This Lb d 
our Lord: Jeſus <7 pe by cams. of the Tribe of Yu whe - 
he Devil: and if a man have helped this 

Lyon; that is, hath ferved God againſt his enemies ar any time, 
be may truſt well that he will not for ſake him at his need, 
according to the Plalmiſts lay vg, I am with him in trouble. -* 
ay Wife; that is, thy fleth, with .. . 

Repentance, and. lay thy ſin: and then without doubt thou 
ſhalt obtain the Empire of Heaven, Unto the which bring us 


* „ * r 
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fore I dare lay no hand on her: for if it would fortune her to die, 
men would bw — Pb yſick were the cauſe thereof, 
. Then ſaid the Emperor, She hath 5 very fame ſickneſs that I 
had. His Son anſwered, and ſaid, Though ſhe have the tame 
ſickheſ s, nevertheleſs you are not both of one Coiiſtitiuion: for 
whatſoever I did to you, you were there with content: and when 
you ſaw me come within the Palace, you rejoyced at my com- 
ang, and was greatly pleaſed withthe fight of me that you be- 
gat; but when this my ſtep- mother ſaw me ſhe was angry and 
took corſ y at her heart, and there fore if I thould but ſpeax to her, 
her ſorrow would much more inereaſe; and if I ihould offer to 
touch her, ſhe would be in a rage. Alſo a Phyhcian profiteth 
little, except the patient take pleaſure in him. Now none can 
gure her of envy. And when he had ſpoken his mind, he took 
hisleave and departed thenee, 9 1 3 | 


| 


g 
* 
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Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth every Chriſtian Man 
| _____ whichis married to Chriſt in Baptiſm of regeneration, for then 
IK the ſoul is made the ſpouſe of Chriſt, on whom our Saviour begety 
teth a Son, that is, the knowledge of his word and will, Bit 
when the child grew to ſome ten years of age, or to ſome increaſe 
in vertue, his. Mother Chriſtianity died, then vertue departed 
_ from youth,andafterwards the Chriſtian man his father marcned 

-Hzmſelf with another woman, the ſtep- mother of the ſaid youth, 
Named ignorant Envy, which in no wiſe could aft:& the En- 
perors Son of knowledge : wherefore ſhe cauſed him to be bani- 
ed into à ſtiange Countrey, from his Father and her both It 
Happened that the good Chriſtian Man being over-ruled by his 

wife, falleth ſick, and ſendeth for his Son, that is, knowledge 

of Gods Word and will, rocure him as his Phy ſician, who duti- 

fully performeth the ſame. But his ſtep- mother falling ſick at 
the ſight of the Emperor's Son, though the Chriſtian Man her huſ- 
band labours to him to cure her as a good Phyſician of her ſoul; 
1 yetihenot liking his good endeavor to win her from ignorant 
envy otrhe truth, is very hardly healed of her ſickneis, but often- 
times diech in her ignorant envy and wilfull wickedneſs, with- 
our any hope of heaſth or life unto eternal ſalvation, ſo that the 
Phy ic ian comes thither too late. | 


* I THE ARGUMENT. MITES 
Fieſus Chriſtthe Son of God 7 to be cheriſhed and foſtered in of 
hearts by faith and geod life, which u taken from us when we 
are not thankful unto him for bis traces. Wherefore the Preach- 
it ers of Gods Word, as good Phyſtcians, are ſent unto us, for to ad- 
Fr *  monſh and warn us to preſevere in amendment of life, and con- 
| ſtant hope in Chriſts merits; and ſo to harbor him in our hearts, 46 
| be nay thereby beſtow en us thepromotion of heavenly bleſs, 1 


«al 


EF” i *' . GESTA ROMANORUNG + 4 
© 3. 2nd then I will Any NOR ny Medicine: And when you 
are wholehthen ſhall yonand your toutholdavalk up rg che mu "i 


3. © rains, and ſeek the Emperors S0, for the Epic harhelet buf © 
I. there in ſome place. Then the Lord followed the advace andcobiin- © 
fel this given him by the Phytieian: and forth wirh' tie and-all. 
5 his houſhold were let blood, and received the Meuie me; and withe 
3 {1 zihort time after were all whole and found. Wnem #1 dere 
; thus healed, lie took his horſe, accompanied with three Men, amd 
rode forth to ſeek the Child, and at the laſt he found him whole 
[|  and{oundlying in a Valley, wherear he greatly rejoyg-d. And 
1 incont inently with great joy and glatnets, he led the Child home 1 
tothe Emperor his Father. Now whcn che Emperor ſa his Son 
An god healthy he was right glad, and promoted him ro great 
| | + honor, And fo after that he Had Jong time lived there in noble 
titate, hie aftet ended his life in peace and reſt. 
B N The M GRA. 


4 
| 1 Os ett defare, at ſuch time as they receive the Sacrament of his 4 


as 


+ -* — evermore abſtainech truly from doing evil, and labourerh con- 5 
"x tinuall to do good to all Men. Therefore do we as the Knight 
Nic, fend gers before to prepare and Make clean the Caſtle 


ur hearts from all ſpots of fin, by lively faith, and ſo ſhall 
© + thisChilJeſus reſt in che midſt of our hearts "MY 


for whofoever is without gy and truth, may nor nouriſh 


of . the hleſſed Child Jeſus: but it 1 oft, that the Knights - 2 
F.  ,- wig that is, the fleih of Man, beareth the Key of mercy, and 
doᷓſt leayerkithat Well open, and then 2omerk the Bear; that is, 
me Devil and leaveth his loathſome filth in the Wellof mercy, 
And wholo taſterh' thereof, ſhall be infected with the leproſie of 1 
„ fa. The window wherein the Sun thined is the grace of he 
Holy Ghoſt, by whom Men are comforted ghoſtly. By this win- 
dow the Eagle cometh in; that is, the fly ing Aff ctions of the 
31:8 Wicked World, carrying away the knowledge of God fiom us, 


Fj -. wUrco the Vale of Ignorance and Security, and then Man hack 
EBreat canſe te weep j but What ſhall we do when the Child is 
; one, but ſend for a ſkilfull Phy ſician; that is, a difereet Mi- 
Aae! of the Word of God, Which ſhall give him good evantel ” 
tit let him blood and all his houſhold z that is, to put out fir. + 
through acknowledging thereof, an! reconciling himſelf with 7 
earneſt Repentance unto his Heavenly Father. e 
Then muſt he bathe himſelf with Tears of Contrition and 
Compunction of heart; and after that, take th. Medicihs-zuf 
amendrnent᷑ of life, aud lo live pure and clean from al mu, 
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fin; and wnen he hath done thus; he muſt leap on the Palfray 
of go0d Perſeverance from evil, and ride forth with the three 
Men; chat is, falling from Evil, praying to God, and well 
deſerving towards Men: and then without doubt he ſhall find 
© the Child Jeſus in the Valley of Humility, and not on a Hill, 
that is, pride. And if ye do this, ooubtlels he ſhall have might 
and power to Nouriſh that bleſſed Child Jeſus, for whole non- 
"Fxabing the Father of Heaven {hall promote himuntoeverlaſting, 


$4 nto the which joy he bring us that ſhed his precious 


" 
r 
* 
_— 


” 


lood for us, Amen. Pe," 
THE ARGUMENT. 


chriſt the giver of everlaſting vlory bath proclaimed a like Joy an 

tleſ's 15 el. as well to 2 Poor »h the Rich: but the Ries 
ftentimes caveting all, loſeth the perag ati ve which the Paor im ** 
heart enjey bythe Providence of God: Tet as hes a Righteous Gde. 
Hi.e ordaineth both for the Rich and Pur, in ſuch fort, that if 22 
© © theywwill, they may tegether joyfully. be ſati sed withthe great «| 
plenty of his abundant grates. © ©, 4 ©2120, 3 
4 „ ede The 26. HIS TOR TFT. 3 
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1 Ometime dwelt in Rome a mighty Emperor named Fulgenti a > 4 
which Governed his people nobly, and loved themis mich & 
- that he made Proclamat ion throughout all Nations that wholge . **+ 
ever vrould come to him, Rich or Poor, a a certain dayy ſhould” 

have their petition whacſvever it were. When the mightF” Men, = 


heard this they were glad, and cane at the day aſhgned, every 
man put forth his petſt ion unto the Emperor, imine af nar +2 
pet itions were granted and ful filled, in ſo much that agreatÞart - . 


of the revenues of the Empire was Ciſtributes ang m. Then 
every man was joy full, X weilt home again, & Hob Phſſeion 

of ſuch Lands and Caſtles as the Emperor had given tte mi. 
Straightway after tlie poor men in che Emperor's Dominion 


gathered them together, and (aid, err was mage, chart 
wWhoſbever came tothe Emperor's Palace ſhould have Whatſbe ven, ü 
he aſked. The rich men have heen there lately, & obtained theixg 
petitions: therefore go we now) and try if we may.obrain any 
_ good of the Emperor, Nov this counſel liked themally wheres © 
tore they went to the Emperor's Palace, and there they pur. tagthy, - * 
their petitions acœring to the Procla mation. ol 
When the Emperor had heard them, he ſaid to ther, © 
. Friends, I have heard all your. petitions, auld it is true that m . 
Proclarnat ion was, thatevery man indifferently ſhould cuine c 
have their petit ions: hut the rich & mighty men have been here N 
b. fore yon, ro waom I have given all that I had, Tave only he \ 
 Reyairy of my Lordihip, and ſo have I nothing left to give yum. 
Wh: rero the poor men (adi reptyed, Mot gracious Soveraign, 
hire Cympaſſion on us, and let us not go away empty, for we. 
$agw well chat ar is Cur 0wn-defrule iluat- we came uct rather 


* 
= : 

4 D With -_ 

— 7 > ws 

1 5 9 " — / 2 N wy 
*y l . k > 1 
* . d 
1 * * R 1 4 


e, 
” K T 
7 v3 NESS) LT 


_ 


. WWE 


-_ 
- * 


a. * 
Pl 


„ 


on g 4 — 
X . 


——” = * Ss - 
A 


— 


30 GESTA KG ANORUNE My 
withtheſe other r ichand mighiy, men: but uth itis ſo, we grave 
our grace: that we way obtain ſomew hat by the which e may 
live. Then {a4 the Emperor, Good friends, though I have given 
moiſt of my Lands, Rents, Tenements and Caſt les, to the rich 
men that came before you: nevertheleſs I have kept ſtill in mine, 
own hands the Soveraignty and dominion over chem, and that L 
do give to you, & ſo they filall be your ſervants, & be obedient. 
to %u all. And wherrthe poor men fieard this, they greatly there- 
at fejoyced, anc Kneeled Clown te the Emperor, and thanked him, 
22 g, Lo, though we be come late; yet we be Lords over ali theſe 
other. And with this, they took their leave and went home again. 
But when the rich and mighty men heard that they were greatly 
moved, and ordained a comnion Parliament among themi*ivess . 
And thus it was ſpoken among them; Alace, alace, how may we 
ſerve them that ſometime were but Peſants, and our Subjects in 
all manner of things, and now they be made Lords over us? 
Thererere go weall with one aſſent to the Emperor, and pray him 
foi reureſs,, When this was ſaid, they forthwith went to y Em- 
*  _ peror, and ſaid tohim, Reverend Lord, what may this mazan, ©: 
- thoſe that were our ſeryants erewhile, be now our Lords? W 
beikech your H ighneſs that it may. not be ſo e 
(+ Then aid the Emperer, My good friends, I de you no wrong, 
8 fur my Prockamation wat common, that whatſoever you afked 
of me, on tnould have your pet it ion, and you aſked only of me 
nds aa Bonors, and all thole Ihavegranted you to your own 
3 deſires, infumuch that I kept nothing for my ſelf, and you were 
well content at J hence, Now after that came F {imple 
and poor men, and aſked of me ſome boon according to my Pro- 
12 cmation, & 1 had nothing to give them, but only 5 ſoveraignty, 
andi deminion over yon, which I kept in my hands: and when 


* ; ; d de poor men cryed ſo to me, I gave them the authority over 
>. you, yet I ſee nor $ you canblame me thereſore: for I gave you 
aA the wealth that I nad, Then ſaid they, © dear and gracious 


Lord, we pray you, let us have your help and advice in chis ſo 
dangerous acale. The Emperoraniwered, and ſaid, Sirs, if you 
Will follow mine advice, 1 ſhall give 8 profitable counſel. - 
FS Then they faid, We be ready to fulfill whatſoever you ad- 

viſe us for our profit. | 12 

Then ſaid the Emperor, My loving friends, you have received 

of me both Lands and Tenements, andalſo E plenty of honors 

- and preterments, tht which by my counſel, you frall ine 
the poor men, that they may grantunto you the Soveraiguty & 
that dominion which they have. When F mighty men heard Wa. 
they willingly condeſcended to imparttheir goods among F poor 
men, and they as willingly gaverhemagain the authority.over - 
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them, like as they had of the rich men. And thus were they bath 
- contented; and the Emperor was greatly commended of all the 
people, becauſe he ſe well contented both parties. 
. 48 | — ö | +9 2 
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. 9 The MOR AL, ee eee, 
Dear friends; by this Emperor is underſtood our Lord Jeſtis _ 
Chriſt, which made a Prociamation by his Prophets, Patriarchs, 
Apoſtles, and Preachers, that every Man both Poor and Rich 
mould come and aſk everlaſting joy, and without doubt the 
fhall obtain their perirtons. But the Rich and mighty Men atk ! 
for no other thing but Worldly honor, and Tranſitory Riches $ 1 
yet this World ſhall paſs, and all the Covetouſneſs thereef 3 = 
wherefore he gave them ſo much of Worlily Wealth, that he 
had nothing for himſelf, according to the Scripture, The Birds 
of the Heaven have Neſts, and the Foxes of the Earth have Caves; 
but the Sen of Man hath nothing in the Earth where he may put his 
Head, Matth. 8. 20. The your Men Ie the meek in heart, f 
whom the Lord ſpraketh, ſaying, Eleſſed be the Poor in Spirit, 
for theirs ij the Kingdom of Heaven; Marth. 5.3. So it ſhall ſeeni 
that they have ſoveraignty in Heaven above the mighty Men 
of the World: therefore heſe Rich men ought to impart of 
their Temporal Riches with the Poor Men, according to the 
Scripture, Make hen friends with Riches of iniquity, that hen e 
ſhall want, they may receive you inte everlaſting Habitations Luke , 
16. 9. And to 725 4 Give alm of thy:ſubſtance, if 
Fe. haſt but a little, be not afraid to give a little alms. - And i 
thus ye may attain unto the Kingdom of Heaven, Unto we 
which I beſeech Almighty God bring us all. 


THE ARGUSENT fot 
The Emperor of glory, Chriſt Feſus, hath two Daughter t the one Pair, 
the other Foul: the Fair Daughter is the World, and the pleaſures _ 
thereof, the Foul is Pere and trowble: The Fair Daughter is / 
deſired of many, the Foul of fem; 2 he that Loveth the Warld 
regardeth euiy the Vanities thereof, but he that loveth Ged, wil 
\ ſuffer all Perſecution and trouble for the obtaining of Hm. 
| The 27, HISTORY: | YE, 
* Rome ſometime dwelt a Noble Emperor; named Damiti 


any - 
which had two Daughters, the one of them waspalling Fairs : 1 | 
t other Foul & 1ll-favored me 715 | 
out all his Empire, that whoſo would take his fair Danghterrs. - - | 
Wife, ſhould have nothing with herz bur her Beautiful SgLomebys _ |: 
| En but whoſo would Marry his Foul Daugtitaryihoalet - 
ave all his Empire after his deceaſe. Now when thin 
tion was made, there came many Lordsthat defizedre Mate his  - 
Fair Daughter. To whom the Emperor anſwered: this, Sirs4 ye 
wot not what ye deſire: for if ye Marry her, ye ſnall have noch ing , [| 
with her but her Beautifull and Comely perſonage: and furtker- a 
more, if I give her to one of pou rather then to ano: Fre fog wilt 
grullge: therefore if ye will needs have her, and forfake W 7 
Foul Dwgater, you ſhall juft fur her: and he that winnety | 
Ver, inall Marry her. r, eee 
e D 2 —_ > 
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N * Then che Nobles and States of the Empire greatly rejoyced, 
and for the love of that Beautifull Damſel, they would not only * 
189 juſt, but fighralſo; ſo they ſer a day of Battel, and many worthy 
pn were 1lain on both ſides; nevertheleſs, one obtained the 
Victory, and eſpouled that fair Lady. 8 
f - The ſecond Daughter which was foul and ill-fayoured, ſeeing 
her Siſter ſo beſtowed great ſolemnity, wept dayly ; therefore 
the Emperor her Father came to her, and ſaid, Dear Daughter; 
| | why mourneſt thou thus? Alace, dear e Nie, it is no 
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wonder thiaugh I mourn, ſeeing my Siſter is Married wich great 

honor and gladneſs, and every man is joy full of her, and no man 

careth for my company; therefore, dear Father, what I ſlull do 

I know not. Then ſaid the Emperor, O my dear Daughter, all 

ive is mine is thine: and it is not unknowa to thee, that he that 
arried thy Siſter had nothing with her but her Beaut ifull Corps: 

s thereforeI ſhallProclaim in mine own perion throgheut mine 

9 Empire, that what man will Marry thee, I ſhall aſſure him the 

Empire after my deceaſe by Letters patent. Then this young Lady, 

- though ſhe was foul & ill-favored, nevertheleſs ſhe rejo yced great- 

11 ly inthe promiſe of her Father. Shortly after the Proclamation 

| was thus made, there came a proper and young Knight which 

_ - eſpouſed the Lady, and after the death of the Emperor, he ſeaſed 
25 all the Empire, and he was Crowned Emperor, and ſhe 

mpreſs: and after that they lived together a long time in 

J , 2 Te MORAL. 


err Friends, chis Emperor betakeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſty 
>} +; which bade Daughters, the one Fair, and the other Foul: 
. The Fair Baughter betokeneth the World, which is full fair and 
; 1 00 __ delectable td many men: Ther Foul betokeneth Poverty and 
Praulle, whom few men deſire to Marry with. Nevertheleſs, 
. a Proc i .was made by the Holy. Scripture, that whoſo 
„would have his Fair Daughter; that us, the World ſhould have 
' __ noihing with her but her Fairneſs; that is, the Worldly Vanities, 
„ Which ade and fall away like as the eauty of Man: whoſo 
» = RAW WII Marry the Foul Daughter , that is, will voluntarily receive 
3þ Poverty ad Trauble for God's Love, withont doubt be ſhalt 
>. , ealtatm 34 Empire of Heaven, according to the Scripture 
ing, e that have forſaken all things 2 my lexe to follow 
mag call have everlaſting life. GGG. : 
17 85 Many nobleand worthy men have juſted for the Fair Daughter; 
Aut i, have fought and travelled by Sea and by Land in this 
World for covetoufnefs of worldly -riches, and at length chere 
I } be many flain; for there is nothing here but Pride of life 
„ cCovetoulneſs of the eyes, and of the fleth, wherethrough | 
1 grievous fins all the World is =o to great damage and miſchief 3 
$9 che that Married the Fair Daugliter; that is, the World, is 
Fg that ſettech all his Affections and whole deſire upon be 
F wrerchedneſs 
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s and Vanities of this wicked World, and will not 


— 


it Marrieth the Foul Daughter; that is, the good Chriſtian! 
man, which for the love of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 
everlaſting joys thereof, forſaketh all this World: and not only 
doth thus, bur alſo deſpiſeth - himſelf, obeying the true and 
everlaſting God in all things: fuch a man certainly thait obtain 
the joytull and happy Empire of Heaven. Unto the, whicty | 
bring us our Lord Held Amen. | „ 


„ 


THE ARGUMENT. 3 

Devotion, Prayer, and thanſ giving unto God for his gifts, 1 4 
ſweet ſound ing Muſick, delectable in the ears of God: we are 2 
warned after our firſt offending, not te return to our vomit wit 
the dog, nor after waſhing with the ſow, to wallow inthe myre::. 
no, rather let us hath eur ſelves in the Well of ſorrowful and hearty: 
repentance, in perſeverance in good life, that we may live with 

* Chriſt in everlaſting joy and bleſs. _ Wu ot” 

The 28. HIS TORT. ; | 
I. Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Emperor, named Andromi- 


* 


1 cha, the which above all things loved Muſick. This Emperor 
N «d within his Palace a Well, of ſuch vertue, that whoſoever 
were drunk, by drinking the water thereof; {hould incontinent- 

ly become freſh again, & be delivered from all kind of diaineſs. 
There was al{odwelling in the Emperor's courta knight, named 
Ydrony, whom the Emperor loved much: but aftentimes, he 


Ann enn os e eee 


We would be drunk, which vice the Emperor hated above all things. 

1 And when this Knight perceived himſelf drunk, then Would he: 

| o to the Well and drink of that Water and fo refreſh himſelf 

4 0 that whatſoever the Emperor ſaid to him, he would Answer 
him ſo reaſonably, that no drunkenneſs might be ſeen in him; 

3 and for his witty Auſwers he was greatly beloved of the Emo 

. eror. Nevertheleſs, his fellows ſought to draw the Emperors: 

- <4 ove from him. Nit, 1 

3 It fortuned on a day, that this Emperor went to the Forreſt, 
= where he heard a Nightingale ſing right pleaſandy. Oltemuness. _ 
I after he would rife early in the motnuig,and ſometimes fromhis 
hs | meat, and walk into the wood to hear her ſwWeet fonge Wherefte 
many of his men ſaid among themſelves; Our Lord .delightetihys - 


ſo much in che Nightingals ſong, that he reckoneth nottung dur 


25 Ruft inſomuch that through to thingt his love is WIA un 
2 rom us: that is; by Tum the Knight, and by the fweet ſong 

— of- the Nightingale. Then ſaid an 0 Knight that was amung 
r them; Sirs, quorh he, if you will follow my counſel, I thalt: - 
P deliver yougfthe Knight roxy, and of the ightingale, with- 
7 out hurt or Jeuth. Then they antwered, and ſaid; Vhatſoever 
* yr NES todo, we ſhall Straightway fulfill it with all ur 

he. - ats. When this Knight heard chis, wichin.a while after he | 
7 a | % "oy 3 * chanced 


Wr means forſake this vain World, like a wrezch. But he 
that Ma | 
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chanced toeſpie this Knight Ydrony drunk, wherefore he locked 
taft the Well, ſo when this Knight -Tdroxy came to refreſh him- 
ſelf, hefound the Well faſt locked. | . . 
Now che Emperor had a great buſineſs to treat of, wherefore 
in haſte he {ent for this Knight, becauſe of his great wiſdom, to 
have his counſel. And that when he came before the Emperor 
he was ſo drunk that he could not move his tongue, neither had 
Wit, realon, nor anderſtanding to anſwer the Emperor to his 
matter. But when the Emperor ſaw this, he was greatly vexed, 
for as much as he hated that vice: wherefore hecommanided a». | 
non, that from that day forward he ſhould no more be ſeen with- 
in his Land, upon pain of death, IS. OPIN 
This hearing his Foes, they rejoyced, and ſaid unto the Old 
Knight, Now we be delivered ofthis Knight Tarom: there is no 
e to do, but that we may find a way to be delivered alſoof 
e Nightingale, in which the Emperor delighteth ſo much. Then 
ſaid che Old Knight, Your ears fhall hear, and your eyes ſhall 
fee this Nightingale ſhall be deſtroyed ſhortly, TRE. 
Not long after, this Old Knight eſpied that the 1 
uſed to ſit upon à tree even above the foreſaid Well, whereas her 
mate came and coupled with her: Nevertheleſs in the abſence of 
her mate, ſhe took often another mate, and coupled with him. 
When ſhe had thus done, then would ſhe deſcend te the Well to 
bath her ſelf, that when her mate came, he ſhould feel ne evilſa- 
vor or {cent of that ſhe had done. WhenKhe Knight had ſeen this 
on a time he locked the Well, and when the Nightingale would 
have deſcendedto bath her ſelf, after the — with the other 
mate, ſhe foumd the Well cloſed: Wherefore ſhe flew up into the 
tree again, and mourned ſore in her manner, and Kft her ſong. 
Then came her mate, and ſaw that ſhe had done againſt her na- 
ture, he returned again, and in ſhort time brought a great Mul- 
titude of Nightingales, which ſlew his mate and. tare her all 
r 0 | s 
And thus was the wiſe Knight put away, and the Nightingale 
| Nlain, and the Emperor put fon his pleaſure, and diſappointed 
\ * _of che great comfort he was wont to have. . 
8 Suk $. · The MOR AT... — : 
Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which loveth greatly the ſong of devotion : for when we pray, 
weſpeak unto God; and when we read, God ſpeaketh unto us. 
The Well that was in the Palace, betokeneth acknowledging of 
our ſins to God: therefore if any be drunk with ſin, ler him 
dx ink of the Well of acknowledging of his ſins, and without doubt 
be ſhall be ſaſe. | 1 Fg ; 
This Tdreny betokeneth every Man that willfully returneth a- 
Nin to fin after his. acknowledging of fin, like as the dog that 
maketh 2 yomit, and caſteth np the meat that he hath eaten be- 
Tore, and aftgrwasd when he is hungry, cometh and cateth 1325 
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1 grit. Nevertheleſs, if a Man that hath rims finned will drink of 
* 


f * of acknowledging his lin, he thall receive his ghoſtly 
engtk. | *. f | : . 

The Nightingale that (are on the tree, betokeneth the ſoul that 

ſittetk on the tree of holy Doctrine. And her long betokeneth. 

the toul chat ſittech on tlie tree of devour prayers to God. Bur this 
ſoul doth commit evil; as oft as ſhe cunlenteth to ſin. Neverthe- 
leſs, it ihe run to the Well of acknowledging of fin, and bath 
her with the water of contrition, God ihall love her. But her 

. foes; that 15, the fiends ot Hell, ſeeing this, that God is mercitul, 
they ſtop the Well of acknowledgement ot fin; that is, they would 

withdraw us from _—_ acknowl-cgemenr, and from due re- 

concilation of our {elves between us and GOD, and between 

us and Man without ſhame and dread of repentance, not to de- 

Clare our ſins. And thus through the temptat ions of the Devil 

our adverſar y, many have been exiled and put to death ever laſt- 

ingty. And therefore ſtudy we to bath our fouls in this lite in 

the Well of acknowledgement of fin, wich the water of contriti- 

on: and then we thall be ſure in the World to come, to have 

joy everlaſting. Untothe which God bring usail. Amen. 
5 e N * 

The ſoul » Cood Chriſtian man aug ht to prepare armed yertues,, | 
for e the aſſults of the Devil, We are hereput in 
mind of our deli verances ſrom Death by the precibus blood-ſhedef 

- Feſus Chriſt; which iu 4 terror to all the Devils in Hell, ir we , 

continue in faith and believe in him the bulwark of our ſalvation. 


— A w 
i 
Aa 


_— 


4 


Oo ry > Rwy FAY 


* 


T TY The 29. HISTORY, © 5 
le Omet ime there dwelt in Rome a mighty Emperor, named 
Yo Hermes, Which had a mighty ſtrong City exceeding fttongly 
* walled about, and a bell hanging in the midſt of the laid City: 
| and whenſoever the Emperor went to any battel withoucthe City, 
Il Als bell was ever rung; but theredid no man ring the liell, Lur 
1 a Virgin. Within ſnort time after, it befel that dragons, ſerpeins, 
e 


and allo many other venomous beaſts, impoifoned imc peuple, 
d ſo that the City was almoſt deſtroyed ; wherefure the States ui 
"the City went with one aſſent to the Emperor, andfaid, Lord, + | 

what hall we do? Lo, our people, our goods, and ut Cy isa. 
moſt geſtroyed, and you and we be in per il to perĩiſh throiig thetl "2Y 
cruel beaſts that conſume us; therefore'take we good Cf, or 
elſe we are undone. Then ſaid the'Emperor, WRat think 60 1s 
beſt to be done in this matter? And how may we be beſt defeſtuedꝰ 
Then anſwered one of the Wiſeſt, and ſaid, my Lord, der My 
counſel, and do- thereafter, and yeu ſhati not repent it. You hay 
in your Palace a Lyon, fer up a piece of timber fur the par ofe, © 
and chereunto let the Lyon be nailed and made faſt; and when 
other yenomuus beaſts ſee him thus uſed, they will be afraid, and 
forſdke our Cicy, and we ball be in ſafety, Then faid ce Et. 
Peror, It Flealech me well chat he beſo uſed, thereby tu ſave 2 

. SET gt 1 A gp | 3 dn 
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e on T4. ee. | 
en. the) bn u, and uſed him in like man n j 
laid, which when the other beafts{aw they fled away for fear, * 
and never more after wards dur ſt they dome fthither. e 
be MOR AL.- 1 | 
| Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven. >| 
be City well walled, with a bell in che micit, betokeneth the 
oul walled abour with Vertues. The bell berokenerh a'cleaneons | 
P chat warneth a Mau to battel when he {huuld tight againſt 
the Devil, that he miglit arm himſelf before With Vertues. The 
Jag that Would always ring this bell, is Keaſon, which as 4 
Virgin ine linech aunto all rightful cleanneſs. The venomous / 
dragon that bearerhthe fire, — the fleſh of man, Which 
beareth the fire of covetou neſ 5 which burnt Adam our Fore- 
father. when hs ear of the forbidden Apple. The venomous. heaſt 
that poiſoned the men, berokeneth the tiend of Hell, which _ 
moſt part have deſtroyed all Mankind. 
Ihe States of the Cir 8 betokeneth the Patriarchs and Pros 
| pars which betought God of counſel and remedy, that Man- 
Eind might be ſaved: and anon it was counſelled for the beſt 
£7...» FemeGy, that a Ly on; that is, Chriſt, thould be nailed, upon 
mme Crots, according to che Scripture, ſaying thus, It was 
requiſite that, one Man ſhould die for the People, leſt all fleſf 
E R periſh. Then took they Chriſt, and hung Him on rhe 
Tross; .tor the which the Devil dreadeth Chriſtian People, and 
1.3 ht hs 88 hot come nigh them. And thus, by the grace of God, 
VB 1 men ſhall come ro everlaſting lets. Unto the which 
us the Lamb of God, which thed his precious blood 
WS” N A 


1 2 THE ARGUMEN T. ee 

, Here 100 the thraldom of man unto Satan by fin, till Chriſt 
Set. of God deſcended with the power of the H Ghoſt, to ſet: 
iy 3,27 hom Jar Liber, and put him in poſſeſſion of t ff of 


* ever) i felie. 
er 2 The 3 o. HISTORY. 


Vere dwelt „ in Rome a Mighty Emperor, and a 
mercifull, named Mene lay, who ordained ſucha Law that 
Wat innocent perſon was taken and put in priſon, if he might 
© . come to the Emperar's Palace, he jhould be there 1afe.” 
trum all manner of accuſations againſt him in his life time. It 
8 Jong after, but it befell that a Knight Was accuſed, where-; | 
re Rea taken and pur in a ſtrung & dark priſon, where he. 
ng time, and had no light but a little Window whereat 
a abe one in, that lighted him to eat ſuch ſumple meat aa: 
. Was kris — Keeper ; whereforche'mourned „ * 
he was thus faſt {hut up from the fight 
e when the keeper was fo there carne d@ * 


eee ann werd, * 


'3, * * * . © * 
f he WW 
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e wth 
. bol Knight was oftentimes fed with joy: be 


e 
i, 
„ 


* 
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| 
1 tas! bird left, off i eee would ihe flie unto the Knights bg- 
1 y day of e 


and their this Knight. 7 — 2 
that 30d ſent him. It betell 
mes deſolate of comfort? 
bee e upon Kernels of Nuts, e laid to the bird 
Sweet bird, 1 ſuſtaine& thee many à day; what wili*thou © 
vl give me no in my det olat ion to comfòùrt me? Remember thy (ef | 
Vell, bow that thou art the creature of Gody: A lo am I * if 
und therefore help me now in this my great need. PRE 
When the bird heard this, ſhe flew from his boldme, &  taerietl 
if fron) him threedays, but the rhird day ſhe came ** broup | 
in her mouth a precious ſtone, and laid iv in the on boſeme, 
And when {ſhe had ſo done, ſhe took her flight, and fle from him 
in, The Knight marvelled at the ſtone, and at the bird, and + {| 
orthwith he took the ſtone in his hand, and'toiched his gius & 
yn therewith, and preſently they fell off, And then hs arofe 
and touched the doors of the priſon, and they 7 and ſo he 
el caped, and ran faſt to the — 22 peror's Palace. When the keeper 
of the priſon perceived thi ; he blew his barn thrice, and raid top * 
all the folk of the City a. led them forth, cry ing with an h 
voyce, Lu, the chief is gone, follow we him all. Wich — 
he ran before all his feliows towards the Knight: and When be 
came nigh him, the Knight bent his bow, & ſhot an arrow here - 
with he ſmore the keeper in the lungs, and ſlew him, and he. 
ran to the Palace, — found ſuccour againſt this Lane, 2 
O RATE. „ 
- Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth our Lord: Jeſus Carl. 75 
who, ordained a Law, that what innocent; 'thar'iis, what 8 
ſon impriſoned wrongfully, and might elcape and Che to ths |. 
Palace in his heavenly; habitation through Repentance und thi 3 
amendment of life, ſhauld find per petual ſuccour andbely;: Tn 20 3 
ight betokeneth every one that is innocent, and ace, 
envy or malice unjuſtly, taking grief for'tnsp reſts eſtare, Te 
Keeper of this prilon betokeneth the Berli, that kebperh et 
a man hard bound by ſin, and ſerveth him with. Wehr, and. 
— — of this —— World, that he ſhould . 
The bird that ſingerh ſo ſwestly We 7 
97 * N 


ay. voyce ven, that ſaith to the oppreſſed 

now — we Priſoner ; that is. tun again Nec 

200, I wil - ive hays 2h to 2 3 jc 2, 2 
thraldom to Satan in che. priſon o then, tat iar . 

that i the God-head, bearing with him à ſtone, the eien 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, —— to the Foly er : 

In Stone. The ſoul of Chriſt deſcended wie HE Ve 

ang brought with him all Mankind eur of the . 


therefore, If any of us be in the priſon of W. 
e ee ihe Konez char t 


— ay $ the Knight was 
yy that lat in his 
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Wy dur Lords Jeſs Ghrift, by: acknowledging: 3 
1 Pray ge d by true contritiony and: then”. withour-0 | 
i) Sainte our op 2 — — Hode ſhall be broken, n, 
1 2 om us, and the door nl ace ſhal be op 7 
nd we {hal - help and ſuchour 82 ba The” l 4 
. 5 habitation. And if the 1 * of the. | N 
| . fte Devil, which is the blower of the horn U 
+" a ſtir in us any ſius, ten turn we urs im x 
y and ſhoot at him the ar of conſtam faith in Jetag 
Kei, 197 true and r withont: + uh 
lb be ſhall from ust dhe grace of Almighty God 
wee may obtain the; y bleſs, where IF 
| 1». behold the my of hy the Wig way 177 3 
wy if Ted Jeſus Ctiriſt renn 7 


| 5 25 Ft. 7 3 
1 ö THE. ARGUMENT: nee of 
Z 5 9 to dignity, is here ad moni ſhed not to ba- 4 


0 2 and to render evil for good: but even to the moſt ſimple one ⸗ 
A 1 phe 


— 


gratefull for nefity ele ſurely God that gives theethis' | 
FTT 
1 ane mies, the thy dignity; and he that hath helps 3 
15-4 5 7 fs gow be henever.ſo baſe, 2 2 2 al have better favor N 


924 man then thy Velt: wherefore be 3 i., J 
e know t * thy Go Fr; * 
Ae 31. H I TORY 5 Pr 
w il Rome a might Wee named Eko- | 
8 — on 2 day that Emperor walked into a 
dae Farruſt to take his pleature, Where he inet Suddenly Wiha 
man: and ſo ſoon asthis Emperor ſaw him, he was greatly © + 
ed vith Mercy, and ſaid, Good Friend, whence art mold 75 
p foveragn Lo Lord, quoth he, lam your Subject born in your 
am now in great Poverty. Then ſaid the Emperor, 
EI knew chat chou wert true in 8 thing, I would promote 
e great Riches ; therefore tell me thy name. My. Lord, 
he, L am called Lentulus, and I promiſe you to d y. 
45 6-135 and if I do otherwiſe, I ſuhmit my ſelf uinto all 
of puniſhment that you can put me to. When thEEnape» | 
- "For heard tft he promoted him /Incontinently to great Riches, 
"ara Gordy: after he made him a Knight, and Steward of His 
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hes Steward rode by a. Forreſt, CN Lag Ant 
1 wichahe Forreſter, and char ira thar ſhould mike an 


V: ed pits in the ground, and cover: them with green | 
£$ B15 $;thatif wild beaſts fortuned to goto the n 
7 \$13 5 they might fall in, and ſo; being taken be brought! 

Ef. 4 G7 4 h | 


oy Fo The Furreſter anſwered and ſaid, Sir as: 
| Ter at boring N 0 
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_ ardrode.to 
as Be rode, he. dethought himſelf how wealt 
1 night HINT — 
m, and were at his command. As he rode thus thinking, 


"that he ſmote his horſe with the ſ 
2 of the deep Pits that he himſelf had Ordained before for the 


again by any manner of 
” perplaxic Y; and ſtraightway after him came a fierce Lyon, ang 
Ape a Serpent. 


| med G 
get in the Forreſt, and thoſe he brought to the Market and fold 5 


and Tſhall Recompence thee ſo well that thou ſhalt ever 
a man, he Marvelled greatly, 


and here be with me three beaſts; that is, a Lyon un — 


ſtained: nevertheleſs, I will leave my pur poſed laboargand 


of * * 
* MS \ 
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[the Forreſt again, to ſee if theſe pits were made: 1 
fig «& many and how | 
power hewas mace, and how moſt men in the Empire 


be Gta to himſelf,” There is no man greater then I: and wich 
urs, and ſuddenly he fell into 


d beaſts, a for the great deepneſs R he could not riſe 


means, wherefore he languiſned ii great 


11 into the ſame pit, and after the Lyon an Ape, and after he 

When\yhe Steward was thus {er WIEN 8 1 

beaſts, he wn was exceedingly afraid. / | 
| nai man, cs 45 


Then was at this time dwelling in the City 2 
wy, that had no Riches, ſave only an Aſſe, whexeoudayly: : - 
he carried ſticks & wood that fell from trees, and ſuch as he Wh | 
them: and in this wiſe ſuſtained himſeif and his Witeaslo In. XK 
he might. It fortuned that this 22 went to the Font 
he was wont, and as he came by deep Pits he 3 
and ſay, O dear friend, what A thou! Gods ſake help . 
er 
the better. When tkis poor Guy heard that it was the x of. 
wad ſtood ſtill on ;he-pitsb ' 
and Card, Lo, good friend x. am come, why haft thoucalled mes. 


Then ſaid —49 Knight, Dear friend, I am Steward of an the; a, 
Emperors Land, and thus by fortune I am fallen into the Pit. 188 


an horrible Serpent, which I fear moſt of all, and I wot notot 
which of them I thall be devoured: therefore, I pray DEE 5 
a long Rope where with thou ma yeſt draw me our of 
pit, and I will make thee Rich for ever hereafter; fur! (Lav 
not help, I ſhall be devoured of theſe cruel 

Then Paid this yooe Guy, I may full ill at this time i 
help thee; Fer I have nothing to live on, but wa 
Wood, and carry it to the Market to fell, Where with 


— 


fill thy will: apd if thou reward me not, it will be. W N 
ce to me, and to my poor Wife. Then the oh, +. I 
— 2 an A I wi 0 8 el oe. and all thine tag By 
wes en 1a1 ? Will perform your, ume, 
r rpg v4 — £27, 2. And with that he went agal "a 
the ; OH EE ghr there à long Ro n N . 
Sir Steward, 1.0 here l Nope te died 
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the Steward glad, and ſaid, G 
with that hecaſt the end of th 


ope down 
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and Grydrewup the Lyon, weening in himſelf he Had drawnup 
the Steward: and when he had ſo done; the Lyon'thatited him 2 
in his manner, and ran to the Wood, The ſecond time at Gf » 

let down the Rope, the Ape leapt to it, and caught it faſt: and 
when he was drawn up, hethanked G in his maunerg and ran 

to the Wood. The third time he let down the Rope, he Urew up 
the Serpent, which thanked him, and went to the Woutl, Then 
the Steward cryed wich a high voyce, O dear friends now lam 
delivered of chele three ravenous beaſts, let gown te rp to me 
| — may come up. Then this poor Gui let don the Rope, & 
the Steward beuna himſelf faſt about the middle, and Gay drew 1 
* 


* 
* 


4547 


A 


him up. And when he was thus holp out of the pit, he {4141 to 
© Guy, as followet n © 1/4 26: FL 0IVR 
E ue to me to morrow to the Palace, and then Iwill reward 
tee. Then poor Guy reioyced thereat, and went hone without 
any reward. Then his Wife demanded of hin, why he gathered 
n 00 Woud rA might live that day: Then told hie ker 
gl the event as it befell, how the Steward fell into the pit (and 34 
* _. - alfo the Lyon, the Ape and the Serpent) that he had. in % 
de ſaid For reſt, and how he had holpen him out with a Rope, and 
laved him from being devoured of the three Venomous beaſts: 
aud chat he thould go to the Steward, and fetch his reward on 
te morrow. When vis Wife heard this, the rejoyoed greatly, and 
aid, If n hall beſo, pray you riſe to morrow at a due hour, and 
Is $9 £9 the Palace and receive your reward, that we may becom- 
ted thereby,” So in the morning Guy aroſe, and went to the 
Bake, and Knockned at the gate: Then came the Porter, and 
- Ke ther cauit of his knocking: I pray thee, quoth this Gyy, gos 
=. Jo the Steward, and {ay to him, That there abiderh a poor man © 
„ ar thegare that Fpake with him Yeſterday in the Forreſt, The 
TR W ir and told the Steward as the poor man had ſaid. 
„Ten fai the fte ward, Go you again and tell him, That he ly- 
ech for yeſterday ſpake I with no man in the Forreſt: Andcharge 
-*,, ; himtharhegoaway, and trouble me. no mere, The Porter went 
And ce poor Gun what the Steward had fad, and charged him 
3 n was this pbor Guy ſorrowful, and wetit home: 
. when nie was come home, be told bis wife how the Steward 
ndgauſwered bim. His wife oomforted him in all that ſhe might, 
Aud aid, go youagainand prove him ttiricee. | 


— 
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Then on the morrow this Guy arofe, and went to the Palace 

* «2ghiny et the Porter to do his ecrand once again, to the 
Steward. The porter anſwered, atid fad, gladly would doe 
cermand, but 1 fear we fore it Wilrbe to thy fürt. Thenwent he: 
inz and toldttiesteward, That this por man wis aghtn tetumtmu. 
When the Stewrard heard that, he went out, and alt to DEE DONT. a 


VVV 
hen pis wife hend this fhe. came apich her aſs, And, Rim 
IM + home l ight and all fat he had fte pere on Cbiturgiahs. | 
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and Phyſicians te help him. And when he was perfectly who ; 
de went tothe Forreſt as he was wont, tor to gather ſticks an 


mall wsd for his living. And as he went in the Forreſt, aW * 

a Lyon driving before him ten aſſes, that were laden x rich jeẽ -- 
5 els and merchaagiſe, Tllis Lyon drove forth theaſſes before Guy, 
; which ftared.himore, left he ſhoul4 have deygured him; never 
c theleſs, zuben He prheld the I. yon better, he knewwell that i 


was the ſatne Lynn that he drew out of the pit, This Lyon] 


* 


not Guy tIll all the aſſes with the merchandiſe were entred into 

4 his yard, and then the Lyon 'dithim obeyſance, and ran to the 

} wood. Then Grey ſearched the fardels, and found great riches 
therein:  whereforehe made proclamation indivers Churches, if _ 

on any man had leſt ſuchGoods, he ſhould have them again; but 

\ there was none that challenged them. And when Gay ſaw this, 


4 


8 he ſold the Goods, and t therewith houſe and ſaud 2 n dſo. 45 | ; 


* was made rich: nevertheleſs he went to the Forreſt as he did be- 

fore. And as he was in the Forreſt gathering-Wood, he elpied  - : 
? the Ape on the top ofa tree, breaking boughs buſily with her test 
and claws, and throwing them down, fo that in ſhoxt time G 


the Forreſt again, and as he ſat binding his fagets, -hefaw:chefery , 2 
1 that he drew out of the Pits come toward him, 1 5 v5 
her mouth a precious ſtone of three colours, Which he lex fang 


- © 


Guy's feet: and when ſhe had thus done, ſhe kiſſed his tavty = 2 
Went her way. Then Gui took up the ſtone, and mar velled greaj- 


a2 

a> 
. C - Y 
* 


ly of what vertue ic might be: wherefore he roſe up and Went c 
2 Jeweller, named Peter, and ſuid, Dear brother, I pray hee, 
teil me the Vertus of this precious tone, and I ſhall reward 
tor thy labour. When this Jeweller kad well beheld and 


ſtood the nature of the ſtone, he (aid friend, iſthon 1 8 £ 
a 3 Goog * * — 


«4? 


ſellthe ſtone, I ſhall give thee an hundred marks far , TIR 
Vertues thereof. Then ſaid the Jewe N 
hath three Vertues: the firſt Vertue is, that whoſgeyer bee 
| this ſtune about with him, ſhall haye joy Wichont ſorrow ; 
ſcecond vercue is, that he ſhallhave plenty Without want; es 

third vertue is, be ſhal have light without darkneſs: and ih 


er, Without doubt, this ne 588. * 


1 
75 


it is worth, and if he do tlie racer, the ſtone return inn 


do che firſt owner. When Guy heard this, he was right £5: I MF 

. Nen Ina g004 hour I drew thele aH ut ? . 
1 g S Pit 1! n R : 3 1 11 £1330 FO REV; <a be Fe * 
4 Not. lang after, it befell thiat this Guy by the Vettus of the . RL 


ſtone was hade paſling rich, and bought great paſkfians and 
livings,i wherefore 8 while he was made Knight. 3 
It was not long after, but the Emperor had knowlegge X 
vi Gag e db bea: Fee a 
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had loaded his Aſs. , And when the Ape had ſo done, ſhe wet 
her way, and Guy went home. Now Guy on themorrow. went to 


thee 
faid-Gwy,. 1 will'nortell the — till chou cell ue tracy e 8 | 
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alſd another vertue, that no man may ſell ĩt bat ſor as-faueh;as . 


* q 
. Ts. \ 
*. * 4 - . 
KC 2 ” p : 7 
- * "x "- n 
= 6 on = A . * f 
* =. a 1 
- K 
" " : - 4 * A 
* p * - 3 p p l 
9 1 
. 3 Io 
— 
* = 4 7 2 : * 
4 . 
1 " Hg 
D 
= 
: 


, 
: 


: 
, 


+ 
4 


4 
” 


4 * 


54 "= 


= 7 
"F 
* 


&  __ _GESTA/ ROMANORUM. __ - . - 
Guy, commandinghim to come to-him in all haſte, andſohe did. 
And when Sir Guy was come to the eror, the Emperor ſaid 


— 


K — © a „% „%. 


: . 


- by . 
ft , 
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4 a = 
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tohim, My friend, I have heard ſay, that ſometime thou wert 


In Fo poverty, and now thou art made rich by the Vertueofa 
litt 


ſtone ; therefore, - I pray _— that thou ſell me that 
5 


ſtone. Sir Guy anſwered, and ſaid at may I not do: for 


ſo long as I have that ſtone, Ian ſure of three things; that is, 
of joy without ſorrow, plenty without want, and light with- 
out darkneſs. | of 


thi 
this 
ſaid Sir Guy, My Lord, if it miiſt needs be thus, be it at your 
will, Nevertheleſs, I ſha 

if you pay not for it as it is wort 
to ne again. Then the Emperor ſaid, Surely 


thou muſt choſe one: that is, whether thou wilt forſake 


will give ſuffici- 


ent: för thou ſhalt receive of me therefore a thouſand pound, 
"and ſoit was done. Sir Guy received the money, and went home. 
On the morrow early he opened the coffer, and found the ſtone, 
an then he told to the _— his Wife, how he had found in his 

_ Coffter the ftone which he 


Then went Sir Gi again to the Emperor, and ſaid to _ 


My Lord,yefterday 1 fold youa ſtone, which if it pleaſe you 


b 5 not fell it, except I had t 


Emperor Marvelled greatly 


-— 


poor. Man, and took great pains for my living: andas 1, 


would fain ſee.” The Emperor went for his ſtone to the treaſury, 
but found it not:  wherefore he was right ſorrowful, and came 


ing and told Sir Guy, how it was loſt. Then ſaid Sir Guy, 


0 
" 


Pour Forreſt, and it fortuned that he not long after. fell into one of 
tem hümſelf, and through the deepneſs thereof could not kiſea- 


in. It chan ed alſo the ſame day, that a Lyon, an Ape, Aa 
pent, fell into the pit with. him, at which time IWasa Very 


to the Forreſt witch mine Aſs to gather Wood, he or yd tome 
for to help him out of che pity and ſave him from deaths, for chere 


. 


* 
5 


| ſold to the Emperor. Then faid his 

wife, Good Sir, haſte you unto the Bmperor again, and give 

im the ſtone, leſt he be diſpleaſed, and through malice repute 
ſome deceit inus. | N 


* 
* 
1 


Lord, grieve you not, for Itold yon yeſterday, that Imight 
x he value thereo zand yeſterday I recei - 
ved a thouſand pound of you therefore, and this day 1 found it 
Ain my coffer again: and therefore if I had not brought the ſtone 
£ again,peradyenture you would have ſhew¾ed me your heavy coun- 

tdtenance: And with that he ſhewed forth the ſtone, whereat the 
xx. | and faid, Sir Guy, by the Faith 
mat thou oweſt to me, tell me how thou eamelt by this ſtone. | 
Then (aid Sir Guy, By the Faith that Lowe to you, I fhall tell 

Vou the very truth as touching the ſtone. Your Steward that is 
promoted up of nought, cauſed many deep pits to be made in 


iy 


45 
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- When the Emperor heard this, he had greater Cefire to buy J 
the ſtonethen he had before, and ſaid to him, Sir Gi, oftwo 5 


pire, and allthy kindred, or elſe ſell me the ſtone, Then 7 N 


II tell ou the property of this Stone Fl 
8. without doubr; it will come v 
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an Ape, and a foul Serpent, and then he Promiſed me. by his word. 
ta promote me, and all my kindred- to great riches: which 
when. I heard, I was right glad, and let down a rope unto him, 
ſuppoling rv have dran him up, and haled a Lyon, and after chat 

an Ape, and after a Serpent, and at the laſt your ſteward. The 

| Lyon gave me ten Aſſes laden with Merchandiſe, the Ape gave 

| me as much Wood as mine Aſs might bear, and the Serpent gave 
me this ſtone that I have ſold you. But your Steward bate me, 
and wounded me fo (ore for my good-will, that IL was born home 
upon mine Aſs. When the Eniperor heard this, his heart was . 

moved greatly againit the Steward, wherefore” he examined him 
of chat falſe deed: but he was dumb, and would not ſpeak, for- 


fo much that be could not deny his ingratitude; - + | 2 I 


} Y Then ſaidthe Emperor, O thou wretched creature, unreaſon- 
: able beaſts, as the Lyon, the Ape, and the Serpent, rewarded 
Him for his god feed, and thou that art a reaſonable Man haſt al- 

molt beaten him to death, that ſaved thee, and took thee out of 


to be hanged this day on the galldws, andall thy goods and lands 
I grant to Sir Guy: and allo I ordain that S ir Guythalt-gecupy 
thy place, and be my Steward: and ſo it was done. 


Steward, he was well beloved of every mah as long as be lived, 

ant at the laſt ended his life with honour and peacmee. 
er Cs Fhe MOR AL. Wet; oh 

This Emperor betokenerh the Father of Hear en: the 

at laſt is promoted te great riches and worldly honour, as the 
N aith, God lifreth the poor Manout of emyre. But many 


againſt fimple Men, into the which pits the Devil eſt cauſetng 
them to fall according to the Text in Eccleſcaſticu, Who ma beth &\, .*- 


well proved by Haman, who cauſed the 
Mar docheas, but was hanged therean hi | | 
went dayly tothe Forreſt with his Aſs to gather wood, betekens 
every juſt and go lly fear ing God in the Forreſt of chis World: 
bis woot that he gathereth, betokeneth his faith and good works, 
Which he carrieth upon his Afs, humane endeavour,. whereby 
his ſoul may have joy, and live in the tabernacleof Heaven. And 


os be ſet up fur 


— 
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on ofthe Tribe of Judah; that i 


le Ir. jeſus Chriſty deſcended with 
e Ofcentimes as the ſinner halb 
ves 


will to cone to grace: chere- 
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ch upthe Lyon; that is, Mans ſoul Out eß che pit, me 
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Were in the pit with him three venomous beaſts: that is, a Lyon, 


When Sir Guy was thus rewarded by the Emperor, And made 


Man betokeneth every Man that cometh into this World, and =Y 


uch Men neither know God nor themſelves, but cauſe deep- 3 
pits to be made; that is unkindneſs, and malice, they ordain 


. 
ha | 
* | 


pit far another Man; himſelf falleth therein. Which: Text was. 1925 


” »"Y 


UF, This Gn Mae 


ag the Steward, the Lyon, the Ape, and theSerpent fell into the — 
it: ritzht o a finfull falleth into the pit of ſin: But hs 


Aich the Plalmiſt, I am with him in tribution." This G ß 
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* QEST A: e ors COP: | 
cord of Vertnes; he dyew up the Ape atfa; that iscon ary whit 1 8 
to reaſon, that he may obe do reaſon: for ofall manneruf beaſts,” 2; 5 
the Ape 15 moſt like to 3 right as among all the ſtreng ms 
g the ſuul, diſcretion ought ta be Jinked wich reaſon and to) 
.__ obey reaſon. He drew up allo a Serpent, by which is ta be 
un deer ſtoad repentance, for two cauſes; for as the Serpenc bear- 
eth in his mauch veuome, and in his tail medicine; © right ſo 
repentance bearethat the beginning bitterneſs to the doer, yet it 
is Tweet and medicinable unco the ſoul at the end; and therefhre 
every juſt Man thould draw to him the Serpent of repentance. 
| Thea ar the laſt he drew up the Steward from the pit of iin, ac- 
d cordinguncoChrift's ſaying, I am come not onlytucali the righte=" 
„eus but ſauners ta repentance. Alſo it was wr ten, that Senecs 
me ave go, taught an emperor many Laws and Vertues oF: 
truth, and at laſt, as this Steward did, he fought. A 
- af Seneca. AlſoChriſt gave power to Judas to work. miracles,” as 
he did to the other Diſciples, yet he betrayed him at laſt; Righe 
, nowa-days many children of Belial delight more to doh Am 
e ſpecially to them chat would inſtruc them: \poſeSiy ö 
both the aul and body. . | 
The Lyongave' to chejuſt and godly Man ten Aſſes laden 
| 4 e that is, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt gives untb e- 
ous Man Ten Comniandmeats charged with Vertties ? 
by bi be grows groweth co che riches of Heaven. The. Ape:alſo #7 
ed him as oft as rhe juſt Man worketh , the” traits 
Aead.: for m_— neceſſarly is profitable for two uſes; chat 
125 K make fire, and build — Even ſo charity refo ceth 
Jad and Angels in Heaven, according to che Scriprure: More 
„ © Joy is among Augels for one ſiuner that repenteth, &c. Chariry = 
E ra ĩſech the houſe. of Heaven N the oming of the (ou x i 
| . 2 alſo gavehima ſtone of three divers colours,” whick 
haetokeneth aur Lord JeſusChriſt, whom ſeek by repentanco. 
Therefore ſaith S. Ferom in his ſecond Tab thus, e ſhould re- 
Pent us after our fſhip-wrack. | That Chriſt is the ſtone, may he 1 
Proved by himſelt, Lying, Iam A living ſtone. Chr iſt hach three 14 
- ©, Oalors, which betokeneth the power of 0 Father, the wildam 4 
5 of the Sen, and che humili: y of the holy Ghott. Theretote who«. :; 
{fo may get this precious ſtone, ſhi H have che Empire of Heaven, 
joy wichout forrow, plenty withont want, and light Guei | 
A Vora hien light URLs our Lord Jah Che 


* N 


th ati vity of C cee jeyfu neſs to t worly 
ten oc 3 Jet is man ET a ns 844 b 
6D; contrary to his promiſe made in.B aptiſm. We are warned i al | 
. 5 22 \ world, ly tempeſts containually te — to Chriſt by Raith and N 
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#1. By wi Preachers of Gods Word are ſenrof God kd iba ben! 1 A | 
7 * byſound. doclriut and good liſe. . de atih is ſet before Mens? 
YE coughs 0 uy "Wing * at 27 7 be eifor our n FW f 


_ antes 
15 The! Phe 32. UlsroRv. . . 
Ometime there dwelt in Reme à — e nar 7 
Anſelm, who had married the King's daughter of 14 ws. 7 
a fair Lady and a gracious inthe ſigtit of every Man; but 
Was long time wich the bmberor ere the bare nim an e 
whereforethe Nobles of the Empire were very ſorrow full 


1 
their Jord had no heir of his own body begotteu. Tillaclafhy it 
1 
4 
| 


befell that this Anſe/m walked after füpper; in an evening, into 7 
hisgarden, and bechought himſelt that he had no heir, and how 
the Kingof Ampluy war red on him oontinually, for fo much ah gh Fe 
he had no ſon to make defence inhisabſence: pn was ſor⸗ 
rowfull, and went to his chamber and flzpt. Then he thoughe* © 
ke ſawa Yiſion in his ſleep, that the — was more clear RY 
then it was wont to be, and 3 the Moon was much paler on the- 
one ſide then on the other, Andafter heſaw a bird Two color, 
and by that bird ſtood two beaſts, Which fed that little bird Wii 
their heat. And after that came many mo beaſts, wing 

their breaſtstowards the bird, went their way: Then three. - 
divers birds that ſung [0 [weerly and pleaſany, chat me pe. 15 
ror awaked. 

In the morning early this Anſelm remembred his viſiou; and =D. 1. 
wondered much what it might ſignify: wherefore he called tus Lo 9 
him his Philoſophers; and alſo the States of the Empire, and ti | BS | 
them his dream, charging them to tell him the —— - — 4 
thereof, upon pam of Death: and if they told him the true inten- 4 
preration thereof, he promiſed them great reward. Then fad 
they, Dear: Lord; ell us your dream, and we ſhall declare, uma 
We what It berokens. Then the Emperor told them from = 

ginning to the ending, as it is aforeſaid, When the FEY 
TI this, with glad ad cheer they anſwered, and fan, 

e viſion that yefaw betokenech good, for the Empire Hail bes 

clearer then it is. r Aj 

The Moon that is more pale on the one ſide tben on "the 0 

1 the Empreſs, that hath loſt part of her colour, Wenn 

the 7 of a Son that ſhe hath conceived. Thel 79 _ TRE, 
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betokenech the Son that ſhe ſhall bear. The twa k 
this bird, betokens the Wiſe and Riah mix g the H 
fha ll sbey the Son. Theſe other beaſts chathdowenthowr 
the birds betokens many other Nations that tha ti ahi ee 
Theſe bits that ſang o{weerly to this littl®1dg>&gKeneth che / | 
+ Romans who tha ll 2 and ſing becauſe OLE: This . 
9 5 eee af EAA bt 5 3 
. E Emperor heard tis, Be was i ON 
i E "x 


| are Baer e ITT 
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of a fair Son; at whoſe birth there was great and vd joy 
made. When the King of Amp lin heard this, he thought in him 
Fi ſelf thus, Lo, I have warred againſt the Emperor: AU de days 
 _ +. of my life, and now he hatha Son, who when he crore 
age, Will revenge the wrong which I bavedoneagainſthisfather x 
. { therefore it is Detter that Iſend to the Emperor, and befeech him 
of Truge and Peace, that the Son wr Oy ah: nothing againſt 


* 
1 1 0 . 
k. # o 


Irhen He comet h to n-hood. When 


* e had thus ſaid to himfelf, 
due wrote to the Emperor, beſeeching him to have peace, When 
tte Emperor {aw that the King of Ampluy wrote to him more for 

| fear then for love, he wroteagain to him, that if he would find 

d (good and ſufficient ſureries to keep the peace, and bind himſelf: 

All the days of his life to do him ſervice and hemage, and to give 
Quim yearly a certain tribute, he would receive him to peace 


when che King had readthe tenor of the Emperor's Letter, he 
called his Council, praying them to give him counſel, how he 
might beſt do as touching this matter. Then ſaid they, It is 
god that ye obey the Emperor's will and commandement in all 
þ , things. For firſt, in that he deſired of you ſurety for the peace, 
do chis we anſwer thus: Yehave but one Daughter, and the Em- 
| | _ = + peror one Son; wherefore let a Marriage be made between them 
And that may be a perpetual Covenant of Peace, Alſo aſked 
'..* |  .Hemage and tribute, which is good to fulfill. Then the K ing ſent 
bis Meſſengers to the Emperor, ſaying, That he would Halfill 
is. deſue in all things, if it might pleate his Highneſs, that his 
+. 7 $@nandithe Kings Daughter might be Married together. All this 
well pleaſed the Emperor; yet he ſent again, ſay ing, If his Daugh- 
ter- were ſa clean Virgin from her birth unto that day, he would 
© -*.,cunſent to that Marriage. Then was the King x:ght glad, for 
SEE)! Bis Daughter was 2 clean Virgin, Therefure when the Letters 
vf Covenant & Compact vvere ſea led, F King furniſhed a fair ſhips 
HA „ herein he might ſend his Dauqhter with many Nuble Knights, 
= - Ladies,-aud great Riches untothe Emperor, for to have his Son 
ur Marriage. And when they were {ailing in the Sea towards 
Rome, à ſtorm aroſe ſoextreamly and ſo horribly, that the ſhip 
bprakeupea Rock, and they wereall drowned, (ade only ꝙᷓ young 
addy, which fixt her hope and heart ſo greatly on God, that ſhe 
n faved:- andabout three of the clock the tempeſt ceaſed, and 
tte Lady drave forth over the waves in 5 broken ilup, Which was 
{> Gaſt up again: but a huge Whale followed after, ready to devour 


both the ſhip and her,. Wherefore this young Lady When night 

| came, ſmote fire with a ſtone, wherewith the ſhip was greatly 

\  * - lightened, and chen the Whale durſt not adventure:tuward-the 
| „ip tor fear of the light. At the Cock crowin 


82 1 o wary of the great On Hig and trouble of the Sea, tha Js! 
12 Pro and within a little while after the fire ſuroeaſeil; aud the! 
Whale came and devoured the Virgin. And when ſhe. awaked, 

and found her {elf ſwallowed up in the Whales belly, the Gare 
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el that was of pure Sil 
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when rhe Whale felt himfelf wounded, according to his nature: © 


he began toſwim to land. There was dwelling at that. Hime fax *. 
the Countrey near by, a Noble Earl, named Pirris, who for his 


recreation walking on the Sea ſhore, ſaw the Whale coming to- 
wards the hand; Wherefore he turned home again, and gathered 


2 great many of Men and Women; and came thither again, and 


fonght witlt he Whale, and&wounded him very ſore; ad as they 


ſmote, the Maiden that was in his belly er yed With an high voyce, 
and ſaid, O gentle friends, have mersy and compaſſion on me 


for Lama Kings, Daughter, and a true Virgin from the hour of 


my birth to this day. When the Earl heard this, he wondered 


greatly, and opening the ſide of the Whale, found the young Lady, 


and tòok her out. And when ſhe was thus detivered, ſhe toſd hi 
forthwith whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and how ſhe had loſt allben 
oods in the Sea, and haw ſhe ſhou} have been Married unto the 
mperor's Son. And when the Eartheard this, he was very glad, 
and comforted her the more, and kept her with him. tili the was 


refreſhed. And in the mean time he ſent Meſſengers to the Ein- 


peror, letting hinr to know how the Kings Daughter wazfaved,/. 
Then was the Emperor right glad of her ſafety and ming, 

and had. great compaſſion on her, ſaying, Ah, good Maiden, 

for the love of my Son thou haſt ſuffered much vu: nevertheleſs 


if thou be worthy to be his Wife, ſovn ſhall Lprove. And when he; 


* 


firſt was made of pure Geld, well beſet with precious 


had thus ſaid, he cauſed three veſſels to be brought ets The 
wes withs. 


out, and within full of dead mens Bones, and thereupon was in- 


graven this Poſie, Whaſe chooſeth me, ſhall find that he ſerveth, 
The ſecond veſſel was made of fine ſilver, filled with earth and, 
Worms, and the ſuperſcription was thus, Whoſo chogſeth e-, 
| — find that bis nature deſtreth. The third veſſel was made g 
lead, full within of precious ſtones, and thereupon was inſpulpft: 
this Poſie, ¶hoſo chaoſeth me, ſhall find" that God bath. diſpoſed ©. - 

For him. Thele three veſſels the Emperor Nee the Miden 
veitels, if thou che 

one of thefe wherein is profit to thee and others, then fh plow - 3 


and ſaid, Lo, here Daughter, theſe be rich ve 


— 


have my Son. And if thou chooſe wherein is ng proſicto he, 
nor to any other, ſoothly thou ſhalt not Marry him. Wen 


Maiden heard this, ſhe lift up her hands to G, and {aids Ph. 


Lord, that knowelt all things, grant me Gra Mig Ed | 
2 , i a * 7 | ow 


e, that I may receive the Emperer?s Son. 


172 
h this veſlel be full Precious, and made of Pr 


| re 0 © 
gnueuvertheleſs, I know not what is within therefore my def Lord, 
mis veſſel will not chooſe, And then beheld the ihatecond vere” 


* 


ver, and read the {1 AF 


» Ww.AT . 
Wil 


« 7 


te, and with a Knife wounded the Whale in many places: and. 


bekeld che firſt veſſel of Gold which was engrayen;Rogallwand '-þ 
Ss 


read the ſuperſcription, Hh] chooſetly me & ;$ 85 WY 
| Nan 


eription, Who;s 


Fbeeſenh men [ball find. — ne deſirech « Thinking has 
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68 SES TA ROMANORUM. © «> Whit 
within her ſelf: If Ichooſe this veſſelywharis within: I know | 
not, but well | Know there thall lind that nature deſireti, ane 
my nate deſireth th luſt of the fleſh, and therefore this veſſel 
will I not chos!e, | £h ATKINS] 
When ſhe had ſeen theſe two veſſels, and had given an anſwer | 
as'toeching them, the beheld the third veſſel of lead, and read 
the ſupericriprion, Whoſs cheoſeth me, ſhalt find that God hath 
»&ſÞþoſed, Thinking within ber 1elf, this veſlel is nor very Rich, 
nor ou warduly precious, yet the Superſ{cription ſaith, Wheſo 
chooſeth me, ſhall hund that God hath diſpoſed : and without doubt 
oa never dJiſpoicih any harm: therefore by the leave of Gd 
this veſſel will I chooſe. . ate 1 
When che Emperor heard this, he ſaid, O fair Maiden, open 
thy Veſſel, for it is full of precious Stones, and fee if thou haſt. 
well choſen or no. And when this young Lad y had opened it, ſhe 
found it fuli of tine Gold and precious ſtones,as the Emperor had 
told her before, Then ſaidthe Emperer, Daughter; becauſe thou 
aft wiſcly choſen, rliou ſhalt marry my ſon. And then he ap- 
pPointed the wedding-Uay, and they were married with great ſo- 
lenmicy, and with much honour continued to their livesend, + 
e The MO RAL. | : 
ens Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven, who was 
long tine without a natural Son, therefore many Men were in 
danger of perithing in Hell. The Empreſs conceived when the 
Angel Gabsel ſaid, Lo, thou ſhalt comcerve, and hear a Child.” 
'-- - Andthenthe firmamentbegan to clear when this little Childlight- 
eredche World with his birth, The Moon began to wax pale, 
wie the face of the Virgin Mary was overihadowed by Vertue 
_ = - ofthegrate of the holy Ghoſt, and not only her face was thus 
{-.- Thadowed, Put alſo her body, for the was conceived with Child 
4 note Woman; wherefore .Zoſeph would have forſaken her 
pri and goneaway. This hike bird that came fromthe one 
Ade gttbe Moon, berokenerh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt who at mid- 
- might was born of the Virgin Mary, wrapped in cloaths and 
„lait in che Ox-ſtall. Therwo:-beafts betokeneth the Ox and the 
: chat Joſeph brought with hum, which honoured him in his 
| 
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bireh. Thele other beaſts that came fram far, berokeneth the 
mepherds in the field, to whom the Angel ſaid thus; Lo; I ſhow 
5 ret joy. The birds that ſung ſo ſweetly, berokenethihe An- 
of Heaven, which ſung ac his birck this joyfull ſong, Glory 
be to Gud above, aud peace to Men on earth. 8 
The King of Ampluy; which held war agiinſt the Emperor, 
betekenethall man kind that were contrary to God as long as they , 
were in the Devils power. But immediatly, when gur Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt was born, he bowed himſelf to God, and i 
him of peace when he received his baptifin : for at our baptiim 
we promiſed to draw only to God, and forſake the Devil and all 


his pomp. The Kinggave his Daughter in marriage to the Emi, 
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ESTA 'ROMANORUM, -  < 
peror's Son: Right ſo every one of us ought to givehis ſoulin | 
marriage to God's Son; for he is always ready to rece1veourtgut * 
as his {pouſe, accruing to the Scripture, ſay ing thus, 7 will 
marry To to me. But ere our ſoul mty come to the Palace of 
ea ven, he muſtſailbyrheScaof this Woridzin the ſhip of good 
ife: but oftentimes there ariſetha tempeſt in the Sea; that is, 
trouble of this World, the temptations of the fleſh, and the ſuge, 
geſtions of the Devil ariſeth ſuddenly, and drowneth the Veriues 
that the ſoul received in baptiſm; nevertheleſs, yet falleth Ihe | 
not out ef the ſhipof charity, hut Krepech her ſelflſiirely chacein 
by Faith and Hope. For as the Apoſtle faith; Ry Hope we be ſaved, 
For it is, impoſtivle to be ſaved without hope, or Faith, Thegreat 
Whale that followeth the Maiden, betokenerh the Devil, Which 
by night and by day flyeib in walt roovercame the {out by fin; 
therefore do we as the Mriden did, ſmite the fire ofcharity and 
love but ofthe ſtune; that is Chriſt, according to this iays , - 
ing, I am 4 ſtone, and certainly the Devil ma have no power |» 
over us. Many Men begin well, as di the Maid, bur at laſt 
they be weary of their good works, and ſo they. Rep in ſin: And 
anon when che Devil perceiveth this, he devoureth the finegn J 
in his evil thoughts, delights, conſent and works. Therefgr g 
if any ot us feel our ſelves in ſuch wiſe under the pawer of AT Ne 
| 
| 


7 


Devil, let him do as the Maiddid, (mite the Devil wichthe Kas. 
of bitter repentance, then kindle the fire of charity, and with“ 
out doubt, he ſhall caſt chze on the land of good Lite, Er 
The Earl that came wick his ſervants to flay the Whale, be- 
tokenetha diſcreet Preacher, which dweile:h beſide the Sea; that; 
is, beſide the World, andnort in the World; that is, not drawn 
to worldly delectation, but ever is ready gaoc rworls Ne 
Scripture to kill the Devil, and to deſtroy his Power, Wemmnitt: 
all cry with an high voyce, as the Maiden did, acknowledging 92 
Our ſins, and then {hall we be delivered from the Devil ang Yr >; Y 
ſhed with vertuous exercile, CENTOS. ee 
The Emperor ſheweth this Maiden three Veſſels; ihat i Gnd;* {| 
putteth beſore Man lik and deach, govd an evil, MEN 
of theſe be chooſen he ſhall obtain. Thereforé ſaith Johnen, 
Death and life 1s ſet before man, chunſe which him lit. Ae 
21 is uncertain Whether he will chooſe lite or death, Epen 
By the firſt Veſſel of Gold full of dead Mens b mes, istinder e 
ſtood mighty worlaly rich Men, who hig iK CTO War 
In riches and pomp. of the world; neveritel:(s, Wihu thegs 
be full of dead Mens bones; that is, the wiirks choaghayedong os, - 
in this World be dead in the ſight of God chriy tea 4 TIN | 
Therefore, if any Man chooſe tuch a life, he hee he Af 
deſerveth; that is, ſuch Men be like unta combs, that. be hire, | 
and royally painted and arrayed Without; Zam cayarce.vich 
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: ; cleath of gald and ſilk, but. wil hin there is nothing es 3 | 7 7 
* bones. By che ſecond Veſſelof uber we oug ht; 4 AndefHA ffs 
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ten jhall they ſuffer 


ll an by Baptiſm promiſed to live in the fear of God, andforſake the 
„ . Chriſi reale for our ſins 772 Week dutiful ſervice 
us at ftx ſeveral ages, but we are always wnready for him 3 


- 


Sometime there dwelt in Rome a mighty Emperor, names 


90 „ SESTA ROMA NO RUM. 
ſome Juſtices, and wiſe Men of this World, who ſhine in fair 


Eo e hut within they be full of worms and carth; that is, 
* their 


air ſpeech thall avail them no more at the day of Judge- 
ment, then the wormy of the earth, and peradventure leſs; fer 
; | everlaſting pain, if they die in deadly ſin. 

By ine mird Veſſel of lead full of Gold and precious ſtones, we 


are te underſtand a ſimple and poor life, which the choſen ſouls . 
-Ehwle chat they may be marriedroſour bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


by hamilicy and obedieace, and ſuch Men bear with them preci- 


|. +  Ous tones; that is, faith and her fruitful works plea ſing to God: 
. by ar the Judgement day, they be eſpouſed to our Lord Jeſus 

*_. Chriſt, and bran the heritage of Heaven. Vnto the which bring 
As our Savieur Jeius Chriſt chat died on the Croſs, Amen. | 


-2 


F TUR ARGUMENT. 


© yet the mercy of God is jo favorable towards us, that he jpareth 


uus exen till the laſt age of Man, youchſafing, ifthen we repent us, 


Aud call for grace, believing in his mercies, to recei ye us inte the 


' Fhrune of his Heavenly grace. 
LEE Ba The 33. HISTORY." 


Calabodus, who took a fair Lady to wife, They were not 
Jong together before that this Emprets concei ved and bare him a 
Son, a-goodly Child and a fair. When he was of age, he was ſer 


ro ſchool, and hen he came to twenty years of age he deſired 
Ats farhers eri hge, fnying, Dear Father, you are an old Man, 
ad, may not gern your Empire: therefore if it pleaſe you to 


give it he, it thall.be to your eaſe, Then anſwered the Em 


- 207, and (aid, Dear Son, I dread me ſore that when the Empire 


_ whtn this was done, this young Emperor-waxed ſo E. 


10 
2 


i; inthy power, thau wilt not fulfill my will or my deſire. Then 
©»... anſwered rhe Enipreſs ( fer ſo much as ſhe loved her Son better 

_ ©. thenher luthand ) and fail, My Lord, that cannot be, fer thou 
hat but one Son: therefore, as I believe, he will fulfill 


thine 1n- 


tent nal things: This Empire may help him well, and there- |, 


fore it it beſt to grant him the Empire. Then anſwered the Em- 


Peror, aas fad, I will firſt have of him a letter / obligator y thay 
Whenſdever he dothany thing againſt my will, that then Lwil 
Lepoſe him from the Empire without any contradiction. The 


Son granted rhis, and did make the obligation; and ſealed it. 


he feared neither” God nor Man;and- did very mueh harm. Biit 


Feather ſuffered it patiently, for he would becorrefted by no Man. 


No ar laſt there fell a great dearly int whe Empire, ſo that 
many Men died for want of food. This old Emperor was all a- 


— 


hinlelß and began te have nerd whereiare be Went _ „ 


een 
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GESTA ROMANORUM. 3 
ton for to have ſome maintenance, which his Son granted, and 


ſuffered for a tima. But within ſhort time his Father began to | 
wax ſick, wherefore he called his Son, and prayed him togive 
him a draughit of his Muſt.” His Son anſwered, and (aid, that 
will I not do, for my Muſt is not good for your complexion, =} 
Then ſaid the Emperor, 1 pray thee, Son, give mea draught of hy 
Wine, His Son anſwered, and ſaid, that he ſhould have none, 
for my Wine is not yet fined; and if I touch it, it will trouble, 
and therefore I will not broach it till ir becleared and fined. Then 
ſaid his Father, give me ſome of the third tun. I hat I Willmte 
do, quoth he, for that Wine is not good for a ſick Man. Then 
his f ather prayed him heartily for a draught of the fourth tun. 
Then anſwered he, and ſaid, thereof get ye- none, for it is feeble 
ani without any ſuſtentation, and ſuch wine is not good for you, 
for it is not comfortable. Then {aid his Father, Now, good Son, 
giveme then ofthe fifth tun. That will I not, quoth he, for 
that tun is full of lees and dregs, and ſuch is not fit for Men, 
nor {carcely for hogs; When his Father ſaw he might get no- 
thing of him, after he was perfectly well, he went to the King, 
of Feruſulem, and made his complaint of his Son, and Jhewed: 
him the letter obligatory which his Son had made, whereby 
his Father might pur him out of his Empire without any gain- 
ſaying. When the King heard this, hecalled the Emperox's Son 
to anſwer his Father. And when he came, he could not anſwer 
to his Father with any reaſon; wherefore the King put him 
out of his Empire, and ſeated his Father therein again: and ſe 
he continued all the days ofthis life. ; K-31. 
; The MOR AL. ; Poo be +4 
This Emperor betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according ta 
that ſaying, Is net he thy Father that bath brought t hee zip F. Ha 
bath made thee, &c. Deut. 22. v. 6. The Som berokenethithe 
man to whom he gave all the Empire of this World, according: _ 
to the Scripture, Heaven hath he given to our Lord; and He 
Man. Mankind made an obliguion with our Lord Jeſus St, —. 
when he monies the Sacrament of Baptiſm, where Age - 
miſed to ſerve him truly, and furſake the Devih and aH hies 
pomp and vain glory. This Emperor began to wax, fk on a 
day; that 1s, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is troubled as t as | | 
Chriſtiau ſinneth and breaketh bis Commandments, whexefore 1 
he thirſts greatly for the help ef our Souls, and then.beatketh., Mi 
a draught; of the firſt tun; that is, he aſketh of gag Fre” un 
age of Childhood to he ſpent in his ſervice; but incun ge SY 
the wicked child anſwereth, and ſaich, I way nat qo N, fur; - - 
my Childhood is Muſty ; that is, it is ſo tender and Sau : 
It may not attempt ſo ſoon to ſerve God; which Immel 
Pl a the truth, for a of one da 1 xhout 95 | 
or S. Gregory in his Dialogue ſaith, The Children of-feperyears of | 
Ce drive opt irits from tbe baſoms of thai Fat hi. CIT ie; 
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| Bod Geth 5 de cannot brave of the moſt of his Chila- Hood, 
then deſireth he the Wine of the ſecond Tun. Then anſwereth 
3 5 the wicked Youth, and ſaith, That. his Wine is not apt to ſerve 
A Soc. And when God may not have of the ſecond Tun, then 
= aſketh he of the third Tun; that is, the third Tun of his Youth; \ 
Then anſwereth the wicked Young-man, and faith, The Wine 
Is very ſtrong and mighty, and therefore his Youth ought to 
| © be ſpent about manly deeds on this World, and not in good life, 
nne * would make Rim feeble and weak. When God ſeeth he 
may not have of this Tun, then aſketh he of the fourth Tun. 
„And then. anſwereth the wicked Man in his Man-hood, and 
| Aith; Thar Aged-men are feeble fand may not faſt, or do any 
is 755 hard! epentance; and if he did, he ſhould. be the Cau{[2 of his 
| own death. Then aſketh Our Tord of the fifth Tun; tnat is, of 
- -- js Old age, whitn he ſtoopeth, and may. not go without a Staff. 
. Bot the wicked Old-man excuſerh himſelf, and ſaith, that his 
Is too feeble to give ſuch a feeble Man: for if he thould 


| * 
N — 


„5 erben our Lord ſeeth he may not have the fifth Tun, then 
* Tb Aketh he of the fixth Tun; that is, when a Man is Blind, and 
may o ſin no more, et deſireth he of ſuch a man Drink; 
mat is, help . his Soul: But the wretched Man lying in 
5 Abe ſaith, alas, wo te me, becauſe I ſerved Kot 
> ary ty God my A Makes and Redeemer, here in times paſt, 
while I was in Youth and in Proſperity ; now thereis nothing 
"fi but only the Lees and Pregs of ' wretchedneſs: Therefore 
what ſhall Fr Avail me now to turn toward God ? Eut for 
ch Men we thonld lament. 
Nevrrtheleſs, God is mercifull, that though he mighr have. 
no ſervice of Man in all his time, yet hie is content to have the 
Tees of his Tun; chat is, the good will, though he doth not 
Lier ve him other wile, and ſo inalt his geod will ſtand him in 
- Kead of godly life, For in what hour the ſinner doth repent him 
9 ls ſen from the bottom of his heart; he Gal be forgiven, As Ezekiel 
Wikneſſech. Kut there be many that will giveho Wine, nor no 
Ster thing to him; — re Chriſt {ha} complain to the 
Nui of Feruſalem; that is, to the God-ead at the Judgement 
75 day, and chen as he 13 God and Man, ſhall he give a Sentenee 
av 9 againſt ſuck Men ſaying, I have hungred, and ye gave 
e Meat: Ihavye been Naked, and ye Chathed me unt: I have 
 Fiivrlted, and ye gave me no Drink, Lo, thus ſha l tte rchearſe to 
thee the fruits 61 thy faith. And when this is done; then hall 
ſacl Men be pit ro everlaſting Pain, and the Juſt Man into 
everlaſting DS.” Unto the which bring us our Lord Jau 
Chr ĩſt. Amen. 1 2 N 
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one day, it were time on the morrow to make his Grave. 
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1 the God hend of the Heavenly Father, bearing an eurneſi uff chu * j 


comfort him. This when ke hear 


p 


and notwithſtanding this, it grieveth me moſt that my Father. 


that ſhe ſhall be thy Wife, for tworza{onablecauſes;whichT hail 
| forthwith ſhew thee, Thee firſt is this, it is necunktipwaronhcey \* | 6 


8 thy troch, and hath accompanied Wich chers Therefore 
22 
firſt 
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unto hi m) did eſpou ſe him; and embrace him within the ufomerof 
- 3nward aud entire luve; ad venturing what be might fet All. 
1+ Mankind at liberty,yct grudgeth the World that we (hold A w ie 448 
ſerve our God, and furſa e her: but toeſchew all ſuch malignityy. "8 
we are taught in this Hiſtory. * 3.1 7.41021; 45 832100008 
The 383. HIS TOR T. „ N 

IN Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Emperor, named Anthony, 
under whole Reign the Rovers of the Sea had taken prifoner 
a mighty mans Son of another Region, and brought him tothis 

Emperor's priſon being bound, When this young man was thus 

in priſon, he incontinent wrote to his Father for his ranſome; but 

he would neither pay his ranſome, nor tend him any thing for to 
Ir he wepr ſore, and would nor 

be comforted for the unkindneſs of his Father. This Emperor had 
2 fair Daughter, which viſited every day the pritoner, & comfſur- 
ted him aſtmich as ſhemight,withing him to be merry. Town 


the priſoner anſwered, and 1aid, How all I be merry? or 
may I joy, thus to ly faſt bound in priſon from the ſight of man? 


will not pay my ramome. When the Maiden heard this, fl was e 
moved with pity, and ſaid, Dear Friend, I am ſoxy fo Ye 
and therefore if thou wilt grant me one ting, Lſhalldeliverahee - 1 
from thine anguith and pain. What ching is that? - quoth he 3 Ie 
Thad thou wilt take me tor thy Wife. Then (aid chepettenar; 1 1! 
promiſe you ſurely to tulfill your requeſt and deſire: and forme 15 
more aſſurance, I plight you my troth. When he had ſu dane, 
ſhortly after the Damſel delivered him out of priſon, and fled thr + 

away with him home to his Fathers houſe. 

When his Father ſaw his Son & the Maiden together, he aſked 

the cauſe why he brought the Maiden with him; Then ſaid: his 
Son, Sir, this Damſel delivered me out of priſen, and therefure 4 
{the {hall be my Wife. Then ſaid his Father, L willnocconfenc- ' . | 
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that the Emperor her Father; might have hadforthyidettiverance |. = 
great plenty of Riches, and foraſmnch.as ſhe was nahes 
own, Father, and true to thee, it feemed well tharguirdglgadt- + + 
not truſt long to her: for being falſe to-herown. Far Ruf, e 
be feared the will not be true to another man. Tlie fend j, 
Is this the cauſe why the delivers thee out df pfilon, was neither. 

for pity nor for love, but for narnalluſt that ſhe-kdrorhes. Fon 


at thy deliverance ſhe made Covenant; ws these td h HN Wife, 88 * F | 


5 

4 
Faith he, it is no reafon that ſhe ſhould e thy Wife. 

he en anſwered to theſe objecklons, auil laid, As für he 
{en chat thou layeſt againſt me, Y I ſhoiũd be nntrue to 
my F ather, that is falle: for niy F ather hach ple ot Riches re 5 
n ! | 0 : \ 4 2 P | 
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his ranlom yy he might be delivered riſon. Lo, for this 


the other reaſon whereas thou ſayeſt, that. delivered him becauſe 
all manner of carnal love is cau 


ttaten away his ſtrength and beauty; for hy the pain he hath had 

in priſon, he is brought low, & made unluſty to ſport, & there 
N fore pity only moved me to deliver him, & not carnal luſt. Then 
-- ſaid the Son, Dear father, foraſmuch as I was in peril of death, 


8 L 5 hath ſaved me from death, and delivered me out of priſon, there- 

- "fore ſurely ſhe hall be my Wife. So forthwith he Married 

ber wich great honour, and with her ended his life, - 
2 GA 155 1 , wb | | n 
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Derr Friends, this Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven. 
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„ |  betokeneth all Mankind, which was taken with the Pevil, by 
mme ſin of our Fore- father Adam, and was caſt into the prifon of 
| Hell with great ſorrow and pain. His Father would not ran- 
vn . - Lome him; that is, the World would do nothing for hum. 
his Fair Daughter betokeneth the God-head, which came 


And 0 made a ghoſtly Marriage between him and man: a 


him, and would not ſuffer that the Soul of Man ſhould become 
N he! ſe of Jeſus Chriſt, but that he ſhould always ſerve him 
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$A; ad d forſake our Lord. Therefore if we follow the_Worl 
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thy Son is but poor, & therefore I holp him for pity, & for m, 


of carnal luſt- I anſwer, & ſay pinky chat it is not truth: for 
0 ed of {frength and beauty; but 
e is neither — quan Beautiful for hisimpriſonment hath 


young Man that was taken with the Pirats of the Sen, 


ce 


„ I have delivered him: therefure Lam kinder co him chen ou tut 
0 20 arthis own Father, & he is more beholden to me thin tu thee. Unto 


| holp 
Other cauſe, & neyertheleſs thou art his n nat har 
out o | 


and wrote unto you to pay my ranſom, that Imight bedelivered, | 
and you would not help me: but this Gentle Damſel for piry - 


* 


down from Heaven, aud took Man- hood of the Virgin Mary, x 


: by But the Father, that betokeneth.the FL, grucgeth ever againſt © 


Audits Vanities, certainly we ſhall fall inte the ſnare of the 
oth 9 Devil. 3 From the which defend us our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus | 
b * — N * | F | "8 go 


orldly «. 

©. ©. Promotion by Covettigſneſs and Falſhood, nor by Deceit, or her 4 
1 © Evil ccurſes. Manferbis firſt tranſxreſſion ſhould have been 
| Fa f adjudged to Perpetual Torment in Hell, had net the San of 
 F, -. God voluntarily offered himſelf to the death, to ſave Mankind, 
| |. - and deſiray Satan is Enemy, ſo that "thereby he night tive | 
| 5 2965 bimag the Rebitetion of Heaven ever. Twi 
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hood, named Alexander, which above all vertues loved the 
vertue of bount y, wherefore fie ordaineda Law for great Charity, 
that no Man . 


after he had eaten the White fide, 
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at his meat, hut only eat the whire ſide, and not che black; and 
ifany man would attempt to do F contrary, he ſhould ſuffer death 


without any pardon: but yet ere he died, he ſhould aſł three peci- 


tions of the Emperor what him lift (except his life) which ihould 
be granted him. It befell after upon a day; that there came an 
Earl and his Son of a ſtrange Countrey, to ſpeak with the Empe- 


ror: and when the Earl was ſet at meat; he was ſerved with a 


plaice, and he which wasan hungr 7 & had an appetit to his meat, 
he 


an to eat thereof: whereſore ſtraightway he wazaccuſed to the 


Emperor, becauſe he had offended againſt the Law. | Then ſaid 


the e e him die according to the Law out any delay. 


When the Earls Son heard that his Father ſhould die, imnie- 


diately he fell downon boch his knees before the Emperor 


{ 
* 


- 


- 
* 


and 
ſaid, O my reverend Lord, I muſt humbly intreat you, that 1 
may die for my Father. Then ſaid che Emperor, It pleaſeth me 


well, ſo that one die for the offence. Then ſaid the Earls Son, 
Sith it is fo that I muſt dio, Iaſk the benefit of the Law mat 


is, that I may have three petit ions graiited ere Idie. The Em- 


peror anſwered, and ſaid, Aſk what thou wilt, chere hall ne 


man ſay thee nay. Then ſaĩd the young Knight, My Lord, you 
have but one Daughter, the which I detire of your Highnefs, chat 


ihe may ly one night with me before [ die, The Emperor grant» 


ed, for fulfilling of the Law, though it wereagainſt his will. 
Nevertheleſs, this Knight defloured. her not as at that night 


therefore he greatly pleaſed the Emperor. The ſecond petit ion 


is this, I aſall thy treaſure; And immediatly the Emperor pa 


granted, becauſe he would not be called a breaktreotf the Law, 
And when the Earls fon had rezeived the Emperoris: meaſure, 
he imparted it both to poor and to rich, by means WHereaf he Ob- 


tained their gue wilt, My third petition is this, I e, 1 


Lord, that all their eyes may be put out insontinent t t my 
Father eat the black fide of the Plaice. Wherefore the Em 


made inquifition immediatly, Who it was tllat ſau the Earlturm 


the black fide of the Plaice. And they that faw him tutn the 


Plaice bethought them, and ſaid wittinthemſelves, If we ac- 
knowledge that we-ſaw him do this treſpafig then-thall dur 
eyes he put out: and therefore it is better thag we hold us ſtill. 

nd {there was none found that would accuſe him. When tha 
EarPs fon fa. this, he ſaid to the Emperor, My Lord, quota 
be, Vel ſer there is no Man accufeth my Father: therefore give. 
merggtufal judgment. Then ſaid the Emperor, foraſmuch | 
Man Will acknowledge that they ſa bir turn the plaige, * 
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raetime in Rome there dwelt a Noble Emperor of great lively- 


— 
44 


ain of death ſhould turn a plaice ut his dim 


turned the back ſide, and bas.” 4b 
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bre Iwill not that thy Father ſhall die. Lo, thus the Son ſaved 


his Father's life, and after the deceaſe of the Emperor Married 
his Daughter, Aden? r Nenn 
| /- +1... © be IC MUELe 3 925 * 
Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth the Father df Heaven, 
which ordained a Law that no Man 1nould turn the black ſide 
of a plaice; that is, there {honld no Man 1abor fur richesand 
promotion by covetouſneſs and falinocd. The Earl that came 
to che Emperor, berokenerh Adam our fore- father, who came 
Our of the Land of Eden, and turned up the black Ws of the 
7 EN when he ate of the apple of the forbidden rreeywherefore ? 
mould have been condemned to everlaſting: death: but his | 
Son that betokeneth our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he took the fAleth of 
Adam, and proftered himſelf voluntarily to die for him: and 
the Father of Heaven granted that he ſhould go down to die for 
Mankind. wi! | | ; 1 
Nevertheleſs, before he died he aſked three petit ions of his Fa- 
ther of Heaven. The firſt was this, that he might have by him 
- His daughter, which betokenerh the Soul of Man, and bring her 
With him into the boſome of Heaven, according to the words 
of Hoſea, ſaying; I will wed her to my ſelf. The ſecond petition 
, © was this, all the Emperors treaſure, which betokeneth the trea- 
ure of Heaven, according to the Scripture, Like as the Father 
| hath diſpoſed for me, ſo 1 diſpoſe for you. The third petit ion is 
this, tliat all their eyes ſhoul't be put but; that is, that the Devil, 
and all falſe witneſſes which accuſe us true Men, might be put 
from the light of Heavenly grace. And thus ſaved he mankind, | 
And led him up with him unto the Palace of Heaven. Unto the | 
which Palace bring us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. amen. 
r Fax 0 : | I | 
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Tue Father of Heaven of his meer grace promoteth ſome poor Men, | 
wwe them from the duſt to fit among Princes; but they extol- 
Mu themſelves without regard of Gods goodneſs, they are again 
'. ___» made abject byhim. The Devil worketh deceit in his members 
Lainſt the'Godly. Chriſt came down from Heaven, to Miniſter * 
© the water of eternal lifeunto Man, and by his death and Pa- 
fon to revi ve our ſouls, which before were dead, unto the firm 
fate of eternal felicity, and ts purchaſe happineſs with his precio 
ous blood. | | 3 Naa 
I: e 0 The- 36. HISTORY: it WN 
11 IN Rome there dwelt ſometime a Mighty Emperor, named 
x Leonicius,; who on a day rode to a Forreſt ro Ditport hnimfelf, 
There he met ſuddenly with a poor Man, to whom he faid t 
Friend, what art thou? And hence eomeſt thou? My Lords | 
quorh he, I am come from the next City, and I am yoiwr Man. 
Then ſaid the Eraperor, Thou feemeſt poor, therefore if chan be 
+ hoackt and true, I willpromote thee to great riches and honey 
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thus promoted, he waxed 10 


. trenches in the ground, in the which the water ran tillit cam 
; whererhe dead Men lay buried: hereupon when the water touch- 


2 Dear friends, this Emperor betokeneth the Father 


he mighi be like unto Almighty God; and not only Jike him, 
exiled him; and all them that conſented to him, to Hell: and 


7 ' GESTA/ ROMANORUu Nn 9 
Then {nfweredthe poor Man and ſaid, My Lord, I promiſe yon 
faithfally to be true to you as longas I live. The Emperor anon 
made him a Knight; and gave him great riches; Mhen he was 
1, that he thought himſelf more 
able to be an Emperor then his Lord: Wherefore he made ſug- 
geſtion to divers Lords of that Empire, that he might uſurp and 


take upon him through ſtrength ot them to be Emperor. When the 
Emperor heard this, anon he exiled him, and all thoſe that were 
conlenting to him, ſo ꝙᷓ they lived abjects in great wretchednefs 


and ſo:row: and then he Emperor ordained other Men in their 


ſtead; and gave them all the {ray wean theſe Traitors. And 
when the baniſhed Men heard that ſtrangers had taken poſſeſſion 


of their lands and goods, anon they conl pired againft them, and 


through treaſon requeſted them to a banquet. And they: as imtios © 


cents, thinking upon no ſuch treaſon, came at the day aſligned, 


and were ſerved with ſive Poiſoned meſſes, whereby as many as ?.- 
taſted of thoſe diſhes died incontinent, - When the Emperor heard 
this, he was greatly moved, and aſſembled his Counſel, to en- 
uire what was beſt to be done for this ahn and for their death. 
hen ſaid the Emperor's Son, My Lord, Lam your Son, and 
you are my Father, and therefors.1/tha]! gin good counſel, 


in dwelletha fair Maiden, and a gracious in the ſight afevery - 


Man, which hath an Orchard, wherein is a well; the water whereof +. 
is of ſuch vertue, that if it be caſt upona dead Man, ftraightway - _- - 


he ſhall live again, and recover his life. Therefore, my Lord, I 
ſhall deſcendunto that Nation, and ſeek that water, whereby the 
that were ſlain at the banquet may be reſtored again to life. And 
when the Emperor heard this, hegreatly rejoyced, and ſaid thus, 
Son, thy counſel is . And ſtraighrway the Emperor's Son 
went unto the ſaid Nat ion, and fell in conceit with the Maiden, 
inſomuch that he entered into the Garden, and aſſailed to taſte tie 
water of the Well. And whenhe had ſo done, he made five deep 


ed them, they aroſe from death to life. Then the Emperors Son 

with great jay led th:munto his Father, And when the Emperor 
ſaw this, he was right joyfull, wherefore he crowned his Son 
With a laurelcrown in token of victory, and ſo he ended his lite, - _ 
11 reſt and peace. 5 ) TSS IIA OE 
pe The MORAL. en 
of Heaven. 
he poor Man that was promoted, betokeneth Lucifer that 
was exalted of nought, and enthroned in the Empire of Heaven 

With great joy and clearneſs; but through his pride he choughit 
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but more then Almighty God: wherefure the Father of Heaven 
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Dometime in Rome there Reigned a mighty Emperor, named j 


: 3 


received him, and nouriſhed him as his Son. When the other Son 


mme bleſſed Virgin Mary, that he found in her the well of man- 


© beavenlyfelicity. 


mercy. This hearing his Father, he took compaſſion and ruth on 
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. in his 2 Man was exalted to great joy and honour; The 
Devil ſeeing this, it much grieyed him that Man ſhould come 
to ſuch glory and honour, and bade Adam and Eve to a banquet, 
then they did eat of the apple againſt Gods Cemmaridment, 
and caunſelled them thus, ſaying, In what hour ye eat of this 

Apple, ye ſhall be like Gods, knowing goed and evil. And at this 

© curled banquet they were ſerved with five meſſes that were poi- 
Toned ; that is, their five wits were accorded in eating of the 

apple, wherefore Man was infected and died. This hearing the 
Emperors Son, Chriſt Jeſus, moved with mercy, hecamedown 
from Heaven into this World, and acquain:ed him ſo well with 


— 


Hood, and conjoy ned it to the God-head, accord ing to the Scrip- 
ture, I am the well of life : ho drinketh of me, ſhall net 
_#hirſ#., After that, he ſuffered to be made five trenches in the 
ground; that is, five wounds in his body, out of the which ran 
th blood and water, whereby all mankind was raiſed from 
death to lite, and led them up into the Palace of Heaven. Un- 
the which bring us our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


| | THE ARGUMENT. i 
The Father of Heaven extendeth his. goodneſs divers ways towards | 
frail Man, yet he taketh contrary ways, living in ſpiritualferni- | 
cation © for the which being exiled from the ſtate of felicity, he i © 

©» eompelled to lead a miſerable and painfull life. But being recon- | 
eiled by the death of his Saviour he repiſſeſſeth the heritage of 


The 37/ HIS TORT. 


O Dunſt anus, in whoſe Empire there dwelt a gentle Knight that 
Rad two Sons. One of his Sons matched himſelf againſt his fathers | 
will with a common harlot. The Knight hearing this, exiled his 
Son from him, and when he was thusexiled, he begot on this wo- 
man a Son; and ſoon after that he waxed tick, and in penury: 
-wherefore he ſeiit Meſſengers to his Father, beſeeching him of his 


him, wherefore he was reclaimed from baniſhment. And when 
he was thus brought again to his fathers grace, he gave his Child 
which he had by the common woman ts his Father who kindly 


heard this, he ſaid to his Father, Father, quoth he, it ſeemetk to 
mme that you are but of your right mind, which Iwill prove by 
good reaſon. For he 1s out of his right mind that receivetha falle 
heir, & nouriſheth him, whoſe Father hath 2 and griev- 
ed lrim before. Now my brother which begat this Child-hath ? 
done you great injury, when he married the common woman a- 
gainſt your will and commandment, therefore me thinketh that 
Fou are out of your right mind. n 
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Then anſwered his Father, and ſaid, Becauſe thy Brother is 
reconciled to me, thou art envious, and thou art unkind to 
thine own brother, willing to put him from thy fellowſhip for 
evermore;but ſoothly no unkind Man ſhall have mine heritage 
except he be reconciled, and yet thou never reconciledſt thy telf 
to him for thine unkindneſs: for thou mighteſt have reconciied 
thy (elf oo he] but thou wouldeſt not: therefore of mine heri- PL 
dumu NO: Part. Ret 3” » 
. MORAL: Fo. 
Dear friends, the father of theſe two brethren, betokeneth, th 
Father of Heaven. And his two Sons betoken the · nature of An- 
gels, and the nature of Man: for Man was married with a 
common woman or Harlot, when he ate the apple againſt the 
commandment of God; whereforehe was exiled by the Father 
of Heaven, and put from the joys of Paradiſe. The Sen of the 
common woman, betokeneth Mankind. This Knights Son, hat 
is Adam, lived in great miſery, for after his fin he was put from 
joy into this wretched valley of tears and weeping, according 
to the Scripture, In the ſweet ef thy brows thou ſhalt eat thy bread, 
But after by the paſſion of Chriſt he was reconciled, But the o- 
ther Son, that berokneth the Devil, was ever unkind, aud 
orudged dayly againſt our reconciling, ſaying, That by reaſon. 1. 
of fin we ought not to come unte the heritage of Heaven. Unro 
the which bring Us our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


T- 
915 A THE ARGUT MEN TT. 

We oughi in every Vocation and Calling to behave our ſelyes juſtly, 
and to uſe the Poor man with Equity: we not injure Rich 
men. The mighty men are to be honered, and not defrauded of 
their Dignity and Eſtate, being men of ſincere life. They that > 

40 contrary to the meauing of dutifull beheof herein, arewerthy © 
of everlaſting death. - 2 

Py The 38. HISTORY. Lott 

8 there dwelt in Rome a Mighty Emperor, named - -. 

kJ Donatus, which did make three Images, of the which one 

held out his hand ſtraight unto the People, and had on his finger | 
a Ring of Gold. The ſecond Image had a beard of Gold. And 

the third had a Mantle of Gold. Commanding upon pain of 

death, that: no man ſhould take away from thefe Images, tlie 

_ , — 22 Wepa Mantle. * "AJ * | Þ; Tt 

It detell afterward upon a time, that one Diawſea; Ty 

came unto the — ah donk Herd the King fd d rtf: 

mage, the Beard from the ſecond, and the Mantle from the ttrird. 

Aud when he had thus done, he was forthwith accuſed unto the 

Emperor, and brought before him, and ſtrictly ec mined of tiiat 

trelpaſs, Why he deſpoiled the Images againſt. the Emperor's 5 

commandment? Then anſwered Diomſe, aud ſaid as follow» _Þ 

eth, My Reverend Lord, It is lawfull to anſwer for oe + -\. 
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; When I entred intdkhe Temple, the firſt Image held forth his 
Hand ſtraight to me, as who would ſay; 1 give thee this Ring: ' 
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* 


14 to retuſe fo gentle an oifer. » And When I {aw the lecond [mage | 
| having a Beard, I thought thus with my ſelf, I'knew ſomet ime 9 
the Father of the Image, which had no Beard, aud now his Son 


Take alf the Mantle of Gold frem the mighty Men, when the 
ſee any Man of honour and good living. willing to corres 
ſuch Miſdoers: they ſay thus, This Man is too cold, for 
he inolineth nothing to our Opinions, and alſo he 1s too hot 
in power and working againſt Us; therefore go we and take 
from him the Mantle of Might, and ſo they accuſe him, and 
put him our of his Office. But certainly, all ſuch Men ſtand i 
n peril of everlaſting death. From the which ſave Us, he 4 
1 mat ſhed his precious Elood for Us. Amen. ter ei 


pods. HE ARGU MEN T. 8 ad 
Man ought ts nowriſh Chriſt in his heart by faith, and fruits 

good Be. The reward of ſuch as have care unte the Comma 
ments and Inſtututions of God. We muſt watch, leſs we fall into ' 


- © Temptations theſe things conſidered, we ſhall then Go 
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ere dwile fomerims in Reme a Mighty Empero 


= 4 


whom he had begotten a fair Son. When the States of the : 


7 
*% 2 


pare heard this, they came to the Emperor, and ght him to 


aye the keeping of his Son. Immediatly F Emperor ſent a Herald 


throughout the City, Proclaiming, that in whoſe houſe were firſt 
found Fire and Water, the Good - man of that houſe ſhould have his 


Son in keeping, and te nourin. And then the Emperor made a 
Proclamation, that whoſoever had his Son to keep, fnould nouriſh 


him cleanly, and feed him wich wholſome meats and drinks. And 


when the Child came to age, then ſhould the Keeper be promoted 
to great honour : wherefore many men made ready fire and watery 
in hope to have the Child. But in the night, When every man was 
aſleep, there came a Tyrant, named Su/apions, that bequenched, 
the tire, and threw out the water. Nevertheleſs, among all o- 


ther, there was a man named Forathas, that laboured to dili- 


gently, that he kept both day and night, Fire and Water. 


ment went through the City, and ſought in every Houſe for 


Fire and Water; but he could find none til he came to Jani 


Houſe, where he found both Fire and Water ready: Wherefore 
He was brought before the Emperor, who delivered hum his Son 
according to the Proclamation.  ' | 21434 s 

When Ferathas had the Emperor's Son, he led him home unte 
His houſe, and {6en after he ſent for Maſons and Carpenter, & 
did makea ſtrong Chamber of lime & Rone. And when the Chin 


ver was finiſhed, he ſent for Painters to paint on che wall of the | 
Chamber ten Images, with this Poſie painted above their heads, 


Whoſo defileth theſe Images, ſhall die a. cruel death. And the; 
cauſed a pair of Gallows to bedrawn' on the door, and figured a 


man han ng thereupon, with this Poſie painted above alzhoag, | 
e ſerved that Mouriſheth the Emperor's Son. a. — 


So (hall he : 
Alſo he cauſed a Chair of Gold to be made, and bimfelf wrting 


therein,Crowned with a Crown of Geld, with this Capericription 5 
above the head, Wheſo nouriſpeth the Emperur's Son cleanly, thus 


ſhall he be honored | r 
When this was Uone, Oftentimes as he was aſleep, he Was 


greatly tempted to defile theſe ten excellent ka 4. but anon 
e 


end ti | Wthen all the 
Temptations ceaſed, And when the Emyeror's Son was evilly-. 


e Read the Superſcription above their heads, and 
kepr, then he went to the Gallows, and Readerhat Poſte which 


was written above his own head, and for dread thereof, opt = | 
\ | the Child better, and was diligent to give atrendante on him. 


And when he beheld the Chair, and kimſelf Sitting thersin 


\, Crowned with aCtown of Se right joy full thinking, 
LOS v X's . 1 3 ; 
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In a morning early, the Herald at the Emperor's: command».  ** 


| © cjows good 7 eli ing unto the reward of Heavenly/anl * - 

*%* "everlaſting bless. 0 | „ 
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f r, named 

Emeli us, whe had a fair Young Lady to his Wite, upon 
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Lord ſeſus Chriſt, and allo to {ee him; but they might var ſee 
im, nor nouriſh him: for fire and water, which ihould have 
| been caule of their ſight, was not with them perfectly. The 
lire betokeneth the holy Ghoſt, which kad not yet appeared te 
them; for they were not waſhed with the water of Baptiſm, ; 
AAo ye may underſtand by rhe fire, perfect Charity; and by + 
te water, true Contrition, which do now a-days fail in many 
Mien, and therefore they may not have the little Child Jeſyg 
mm their hearts. Na | "4 
Fonat has that watched ſo diligently, betokeneth every good M7 
Chriſtian Man, which ſtudieth ever to watch in well- doing, | * 
yeelding to God for ſins the fire of Charitable Repentance, and | 


they may not nouriſh the little Child Jeſus, Theretore let us 
Watch, as Fonatha did, that we enter not into Temptation. And 
call we unto us Maſons; that 1s, Giſcreet Preachers, which can 
make in our hearts a Chamber of ſtone ; that is, à ſure Faith 
And Hope, Ther call we unto us Painters; that is, Miniſters of 
Gods Word, which can paint in our hearts ten Images; that 
1413 the ten Commandments: Which if thou keep and obſerve | 
. * - Gayly, without doubt thou thalt be honored in Heaven. And if 
thou keep well the Emperor's Son, thou {halt fit in a Chair of 
Sold, Crowned with a Crown of Gold, And if that thou 
nouriſh him not well, without doubt thou ſhalt be in danger of 
Torment in Hell. From the which preſerve us our bieiſet-! 
Saviour Jeſus. RAGE A 
be Saul of 2d 335. 5. 1 by LOTS WY 
The Soi 6 an eſpouſed unto Chriſt, the fle ocuret 1 5e. 
to ſen. 4.0 Chriſtian Soul by Caleb wir alda Te 1485 
ue Redemption ef Mankind from ſin and death. The reſts of | 
'$ * nut han full hearts. The ſpirits health. The defects of the : | 
After a pure Repentance ſolloweth perpetual joy and feli 
x 5 OY, * k * | * 25 8 
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"the water of Contrition. But oftentimes the Tyrant, which be- Y 
tokeneth the Devil, Putteth out the fire of Charity from out of 6 
Mens hearts, and caſteth our the water of Contrit ion, io that | 


1 : | , 
a * — \ 


* r 


- % s £ 
. . * 


* "GESTA ROMANORUM,. - 
B.. NES The 49. Hiſtory! :- 7 5 — IR 
N Rome dwelt ſemetimea mighty Emperor, named e ./ m5 
5 Iten had wedded the Kingsdaughter of Hungaria, air Lad 14 
. and a gracious in all her works, and ſpecially 1he was meroifull. F:i'4 
Ona time as the Emperor lay in his bed, he bethouglit him cha 
he would go viſit the holy Land. And on the morrowbe ces 
to him the Empreſs his wife, and his own only brother, n 
this he ſaid, Dear Lady, Imay not, nor will note Hide fromFaou' | 
the priv ĩties of my heart: I pur poſe to viſit the holy Land, ers- 
fore I ordain thee principally to be Lady aud Governefs over all!. 
* mine Empire, & all my people: and under thee Lordain here n | 
brother to be thy Steward, for rg provide all things that m ke - | 
profitable to mine Empire, and to my people. ; r 
Then Caiit the Empreſs, Sithit will no other wiſehe, lu tHHA r 
needs Moi wilt go Vit the City of Jeruſalem, I ſhall be in tt JF. _ 
ablence as true as any turtle chat hath leſt her mate: for as I be- = 
lievs, ye ſhall not elcape thence with your liſe. | | 
The Emperor anon comforted her wich fair words, and kiſſed = 
ber, and aſter that took his kave of her and all others, and went 
toward the City of Jeruſalem. And anon after the Emperor was 
gone, his brother became ſo proud, that he oppreſſed poor Men, 
1 and robbed rich Men: and he did worſe then this, for he dayly 
ſtirred Empreſs to commit {ua with him. Bur ever ſhe anſwer- 
ed again as an holy and devote woman, and ſaid, Iwill, quoth 
„ ſhe, never conſent te you, nor to any other, as long as my Lord 
liveth. Nevertheleſs; this Knight would not leave her with this 5 
anſwer, but ever when he found her alone, he made his com- 4 
5 Pine to her, and ſtirred her by all the ways that he could to £ 
lin with hin. e _ 0 
Whenthis Lady ſaw that he would nut ceaſe for any anſ wer, 
nor would not amend himſelf; when fis her time, the call- 
ed to her three or four ofthe worthieſt Meg of the Empire and laid 
to them thus, It is not unknown to you, ttt my Lord the Am- 
eror ordained me principal Goyernour of nis Empire 3-auet 5! 
0 heordained his brother to be Steward under me, and that he 
mould do nothing without my counſel, but he doth all the con- 
. © trary: 2 he 3 greatly poor Men, and likewiſerobberh 
the rich Men, and yet he would do more then this, if he mighe. 
have his intent: wherefore I command you in my Eords name, ; 
| that you bini him faſt, and cait him into priſon. | A #- 
Izuen (aid they, Soothly, he hath donemany evil deeds ſince 
der Lord the Emperor went, thertfore we be ready to obey your, | |, 
 corumanJment: but in this matter you muſt anſ Wer for us to out 
Tien aid ſhe, Dread ye not, if my Lord knew what he had 
dane, 48 well as I, he would put him tothe foulelt deatti tha coul 
be af go Immediatly thete Men laid hands on him ana bound 
| wat With iron chains, and put him in priſons. whereas he la& 
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long time after: till at laſt it formned, there came tidings that 
the Emperor was coming home, and kad obtained great renown n 
and victory. When his brother heard of his coming, he fad. 
Would to God, my brother miglit not find me in priſon: for i 
He do, he wi enquire the cauſe of mine impriſonment of J Em- 
fi ant ihe will tell hum all che nuth, how I moved her to 


Commit tin; and fo tor her I ihali have no favour of my brother, | , 
but loſe my life: this «now I well, therefore it ſhall not he ſo. 
Then ſent he a Mefſenger unt the Empreſs, praying her chat 4 


me would vouchſaſe to come to the-pruon door, that he migut 
ſpeak a word or iw9 with ner. | 
The Empreſs came to him, and enquired of him, what he 
. wonld have? Me an[werec, and ſaid, O Lady, have mercy up- 


on me: for if the Emperor my brother, find me in priſon,” then. . 
{haijll die without any e ne == 
Then faid the Empreſs, If 1 might know that thou wouldeſt | 


de a good Man, and leave thy folly, thou ſlonideſt find grace. 
 Phen did he, promiſe her aſſuredly to be trae, and to amend all 
His treſpaſs. When he had thus promiſed, the Empreſs delivered 
Him angn, and made himto be bathedand {haven, and apparelled 
Himworchily according to his ſtate; and then ſhe ſaie unto him 
thus, Now, good- brother, taxe thy ſteed and come with me, that 
wemayp meet my Lord. He anſwered, and ſaid, Lady, Iamrea!y | 
t fulfill your will and commandment in all things. And then . 
the Emprets took him with her, and many other Knights, and N 
I so rode forth to meet with the Emperor, And as they rode to- 6 1 
gether by the way, they ſaw a great Hart run before them where-FH 
Iuͤore every Man wich tuck Hounds as they had, chaſed him on 
_  Hovſ@&back, ſo that with the Empreſs was lett no creature, ſave 
2% R pre rape 20 : whoſceingthat ns Man was there but 
_ they two, thus he ſaid unto the Empreſs, Lo, Lady, here is be- 
mea private Forreſt, and long it is ago that 1 pake to thee of 
- Joves come no and conſent unto me that I may ly with thee, - 
hem ſaid the Empreſs, Ah! fool, what may this be? Le- 
Nerday 1 delivered thee outof priſon upon thy:prumiſe, in hope 
of amendment, and now thou art returned to thy folly again - 
Wberefore Iſay now to thee, as 1 have ſaid before, there ſhall no 
Man do ſuch thing with me, ſave only my Lord the Emperor, 
which ought of very duty for to do. Then ſaid ke, If thou wilt 
not conſent te me, I {hal hang thee here upon a tree in this Forreſt, 
* «where no Man ſhall find thee, and ſo ſhalt thou die an evil death. 


The Emprets anfwered meekly, and ho, though thou ſmiteft 
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off my head, or put me to death with al 
» thou thalt never have my conſent to ſuch a ſin. 
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* When he heard this, he uncloathed ker all fave her ſmock, 


manner of torment, 
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d ber up by the hair upona tree, and tyed her ſteed be 5 4 
; and ſo rode to his fellows, and told them that à great ) 
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f Men met hun, and took the Empreſs away from him: zit 
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old them this, they made all great ſorroẽw. 


when he 


It befell n the third day after, there came an Earl to hunt in ö 85 
that Forreſt: and as he rode beating the buſhes, he unkennels a 
Fox, whomhis Hounds followed faſt, till they came near the tre: 


where the Empreſs hanged. And when the dogs fmelt the ſavor 


of her; they left the fox, and ran toward the creeasfaſt as the * : 


could. | 6 ABT 
The Earl ſeeing 'this, wondred greatly, and ſpurring his 
horſe followed yn til he came where the Em 85 — 


When the Earl ſaw her thus hanging, he marv greatly, for 
ſomuch a: ſhe was right fair and beautiful to behold, wherefors 


be ſaid unto her in this manner wiſe, O woman, who art thou 2 


And of What Ceuntrey? And whevefore hangelt thou here in 


this manner? 1 
The Empreſs that was not yet fully dead; but at point ready 
to die, anſwered and ſaid, I am, quoth ſhe, à ſtrange Woma 

and am come out of à far Countrey; but how Icame hither God 
knoweth. Then anſwered the Earl, and ſaid, Whoſe horſe is 
this that ſtandeth by thee, bound to this tree? Then anſwered the 


Lady andſaid, That it was hers. When the Earl heard this, 
he ſaw 


well that ſhe was aGentlewoman,and come of noblelinage, 


wherefore he was rhe rather moved with pity, and ſaid unto her, 
O fair Lady, thou ſeemeſt ef e therefore Ipurpoſe 
chief, if thou wilt go with me, ank 


to deliver thee from this mi | 
nowrith my fair young daughter, and teach her at home in m 
Caſtle: for I have no Child but only ker: and if thou keen her 


well, thou ſhalt have a good reward tur thy labor, Then ſaid ſhe, 


as far forth as I can do, or may, I fall faltill your intent. An 


when ſhe had thus promiſed him, he took her doven off the „ 
and led her home to his Caſtle, and gave her the keeping of his 


daughter that he loved ia much: and ihe was cherithed ſo 


loved this Empreſs, and often ſpaketo her ot his bre. But 
anſwered him again, and ſaid, Row ye 


but only him whom I amgreatly bounden to lo by 
mandement. Then ſaid the Steward, Then m WI 
ſent unto me? Sir, quoth ſhe, what nesd 3 ny. 
ſuch things? The vow that I have made, IM 
Hold, by the grace of God. And when. the Stent 
he went his way in great wrath and anger, tri) 
be revenged on tee. 


tinſalf, If Tmay, I ſhall TN ITE 
. _. - Ttbefe upon à night within ſhort time after, dat de Arles 


ven, x 7y the ard. hadsnar per- 
„ ˖ / 3 = 


" — * 
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that ſhe lay every night in the Earls chamber, and his daughten 
with her: and in the chamber every night there burneda Amy, 
which hanged between the Empreſſes bed and the Ear lz He 
Lady beha ved her ſo gently, that ſhe was beloved of ever NfS 
There was at that time in the Earls houſea ſtent whichmnche” 
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tainty, that I will never love any Man in fuch. manner wie 3 
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| ved: And when 


Ke + & 


* 


+ they were all aſleep, Ke went and 


el 2 | 

aiden 
Aa together, and with that he drew out his Knife, and cut the 
rost of che EarPs Daughter, and put the bloody Knife into the 
2 Er hand, the being aſleep, and nothing knowing thereof, 
to the intent that when the Erl awaked, he {ould ſee the knife 
in her hand, and that he ſhould think that the had cut his daugh- 
ters throat, and ſo ſlie would be put toa ſhamefull death for this 


9 
o 
% 


Miſchievous deed. And when the Damſel was thus ſhin, and 


| the bloody kniſe in the Empreſs hand, the counteſs awakedout 


af herſleep, and ſaw by the light of the lamp the bloody knite in 


mme Empreſs hand, wherefere the was almoſt out of her wits, and 
Aaid to the Earl, O my Lord, behold in yonder Ladies hand a 
Wonder full ching. | | 
Then the ExrT awaked, and looked towards the Emprefles bed, 
And ſaw the bloody knife, as the counteſs had ſaid, wherefore 
+ He was greatly moved, and cryed to her, and ſaid, Awake, woman, 
out ofthy _— what thing is this that I ſee in thy hand? Then 
che Empreſs through his cry awaked out of her ſleep; and inher 
Waking the knife fell out of her hand: and with that ſhe looked b 7 
Ber, and found the Earls daughter dead by her ſide, and all the 
bedbefprinkled with blood; Wherefore with an Higtrvoyce ſhe 
gryed,- 2 Alace, Alace, aud wo is me, my Lord's daugh- 
ter is 1am. | 


Then cryed the Counteſs unto the Earl w a Pitious voice, & 
aid my Lord, let this deviliſh woman be put to the fouleſt 


Ihen when the .counteſs had ſaid thus to che Earl, he ſaid to 


tte Empreſs" in this wiſty The high God knoweth that thou, 


Miſchievons woman, haſt ſhin my daugliter W thine own hands : 
For IL faw the bloody knife in thy hand, and therefore thou ſhalt 
die à fouldeath. Then ſaid the Earl in this wiſe, O thou Woman, 


1 * 


my {wordia two parts: 


ma ve no harm, therefore go thy way out of this City, witheut 
any delay: for if I find 2 this day, thou thalt die a 
awoſt cruel dea. : Bk. 
© Then aroſe this woful Empreſs, and put on her cloaths, and 
after leapt on her palfray, and rode toward the eaſt alone, with- 
Out any 1a: conduct: and as ſhe rode thus mourning by the wayy 
he efpyd on the leſt fide of the way a pair of Gallows, and feven 
_ Officers leading a Man to the Gallows to be hanged: wherefore 
he was moved with 
ſtick, and rode to them, 
that miſdoer, if he might be Taved from death 
Then ſaid they, Lady, it pleaſeth us well that 
Anon the Em refs 


AS ie was Aliyered. 
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by any means. 
you Tet 5 
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death that can be thought, which thus hath ſain our only child. 


._- were it not I dread God greatly, I would clave thy body with 
| a I delivered thee from hanging, and 
now thiqu haſt ſla in my daughter, nevertheleſs, for me thou ſhald 


great Pity, and ſmote her horſe with her 
praying them that ſhe might redeem. 
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accorded wich thus 4086 payed ks ranks. 


Then he granted that ſhe ſhould have any that liked her, and on 
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Then ſaid the to him, Now. my good Friend, be true unte 


xe tiil thou die, fich Thave delivered thee from death. 2 
Gn my Soul, queth hie, I promiſe you ever to be true. An l 
when he had thus ſaid, he followed the Lady (till, till they cas | 
nigh a City, and then ſaid the Emprets to him, Good Friends 
quoth ſlie, go forth thy way afore me into the City, and ſee thow” 
take up for us an honeſt Lodging, for there I Purpoſe to reſt a, 
while. Her man went forth as ſhe commanded, & took up for her 
a good Lodging, and an Honeſt, where ſhe abode a long time. 
When the men of the City paroetved her Beauty, they wondred 
greatly, whereſore many of them craved of herunlawtull love; 
but all was in vain, for they might not ſpecd in any wiſe. 

It fortuned after upon a day, that there came a Ship full of 
Merchandiſe, and arrived in the kaven of that Cit 7 When the 
Lady heard this, ſhe-ſaid unto her ſervant, Go tothe ſhip, & s + 
1t there be any cloarh there for my ule, Her ſervant went furthto 
the ſhip, whereas he found very many fine cloaths: wherefore ha 
prayed rhe Maſter of the ſhip, that lie would come into the Cit / 
and ſpeak with his Lady, The Maſter granted him, and ſo g 
Ser vant canie home to 2 Lady before, and Warned her of Hs. 
coming of the Maſter of the Ship. Soon aſter the Maſter ff 
{hip came and ſaluted the Lady cuurteon!t)y ; and the Lad yr αοjõ 
ed Him according to his degree, praying Lim chat ſhe might have 
for her money ſuchcloàths as might be profitable for her Wearing. 


us; 
| 
f 
| 
if 


they were agreed: wheretorg the ſervant went iumediatly again 

with the Maſter of rhe {hip forthe bath. And When they were 
both within on ihip-board, the. Maſter aid ta rkeEatheslervanty =» 
My dear friend, to thee I would open my if I might ttuſ IN 

. tothee; and if thou help me, thou ſhalt have of me a great reerd. 
Then anſwered he, and faid, I ſhall, quoth he, be i worn hee 
to keep thy counſel, and fulfill thine intent as far forth as I can... >, : 
Then ſaid the Maſter of the ihip, I love thy Lady more tien C 
can tell thee, for her Beauty and Feature: is ſo excellent; that . . 

would give fur the love of her all the Gold that I have: Andif 1 
may obtain love of her through thy help, Iwill give hee What- 
ſoever thou wilt deſire of me. Then faid the Lodies fernunt „Tell 
me by what means I may beſt help thee? Then ſald the Maſter | 
of the ſhip, Go home to thy Lady again, and eHhextber: wilt 
not deliver to thee the cloarh,exceptihe comeherfels; and Hh 
but bring her to my ſhip, and if the wind be gaod and Rythen > 
I purpoleta lead her away. Thy counſel is good quoi La- 
ge Hevaas, honor) pfring. Topur ANI and 1 all ink 
©, g . "= : 1 * 7. — 


- Now when he had received bis reward, he went againto the: 
Lady, and told her, chat by no means the Matter: of the ſhip 
would deliver hint the cloath, except ihe came terfett © 
Tus Lady believed her ſervant, and went do the Hip, Now 
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when ſhewas wichinche ſhip-beard, her fervant abode without, 
When the Maſterſaw that ſhe was Within the hip, and the wind 


no that I be not defioured, ſo that I may ever ſerve 
à gleau heart and mind: and let not this wieked man prevail 


and ſbe lived ſo holy 2 
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was good, he drew up the ſail; and ſailed forth. When the Lag 
8 this, thus ſhe ſaid to the Maſter, © Maſter, quot 


needs 1 thee, and afterwards eſpouſe thee. O good Sir, 
quoth ſhe, I have made a vow, 5I will never do ſuch thing but 


Wich him unto whom I am bound by right, & hy 5 Law, Soothl y 


quark he, if you will not grant me with your good will, Lil 
{ you out ance the midit of the Sea, and there ſhallyedie an 

evil death. If it be ſo, quoth ſhe, that I miiſt needs cenſent, or 

2 1 1 firſt, I pray thee, to prepare a private place in the end 

Ot the 

I pray thee, that I may ſay my Prayers unto the Father of 
Heaven, that he may have mercy on nme. 
The Maſter believed her, wherefore he did ordain her a Cabi- 

net in the end of the ſhip, wherein ſhe kneeled down on both her 


a -  * Knees and made her Prayers, ſaying on this wiſe, O thou, my 


Lord God, thou haſt kept me from my youth cell, erp me 


with me, norany other the like wickedneſs comenigh me. When 
the had ended her prayers, there aroſe ſuddenly a great tempeſt in 


| 16 FA the Sea, ſuthat the ſhip burſt all to pieces, and all that were there» _ 
n in perithed, ſave the Lady: and fhe caught a cable & ſaved her 
le at Maſter caught a board of rhe ſhip, and ſaved him- 


If likewiſe: nevertheleſs, ſhe knew not of him, nor he of her, for 


ire near a rich Gin. where ſhe was honourably received: 
1 
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e What reaſon is this that thou haſt done to me? The Maſter + 
anſwered, and ſaid, Madam, certainly it is ſo, that I muſt. 


ip, whereas I may fulfill thine intent ere I die: and alſo, 


ee with 


dier were driven to divers coaſts. The Lady landed in her own -* 
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| coming, the reed him Honorably with Proceſſion, and all - 
Pproviſion ficcing his Eſtate, And thenthe Emperor enquired of 
the Citizens, if any ſuch holy Woman were among them, that 
could heal ſick folks of their diſeaſes? The Citizens anſwered, 
and ſaid, That ſuch an one there was. Now at the ſame time was — 
come to the ſame Gity, the Knight which flew the Earls Daugh- 
ter, and the thiefiyohichulhe lane from the gallowb, Sc ce Mae. 
of the ſhip to be healed of their diſeaſes, Then was the Empreſs _ Jv 
| called forth before the Emperor, but ſhe muſſed her face as well 
as ſhe could, that the Emperor her Huſband ſhould not know her: 
and when ſhe had ſo done, > the ſaluted him with great reverence, 
as appertained to his ſtate, and he began in like manner, ſaying. 
thus, O good Lady, if rhou liſt of thy kindneſs to heal my hro- 
cher of kis lepro 7. aſk of me what you willy and I Rem, Nc, 
it thee for thy reward, 55 
When the Empreſs heard this, ſhe looked about her, and ſaw. 
"em the Emperor's brother a foul leper : She ſaw there alſo the 
night that ſlew the Earls Daughter, blind and deaf: che let 
that ſhe ſaved from the gallows, lame: and alſo the Maſter of 
the ſhip diſtraught eut of his wits, and all were come te her to 
be healed of their maladigsz and knew her not; but though the; 
knew her not, ſhe kn m well; Then faid ihe unto the E. wt 
| yo thus, My reverend d.though you would give mealltyour” 7 
mpire, I cannot heat your Brother, nor none of theſe e | 
expe they acknowledge evenly: what great Evil they Mut done. 
1 
ö 
ö 
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hen the 2 heard this, he turned him towards his 
Brother, and faid unto him, — acknow Keb y hy 
ſin before all thoſe men, that thou mayeſt be h fick-" _ 
ness. Then anen he began to tell how he haf Jed r li bur 
he told not how he had Hanged the Empreſs in che Forreſt by if 
the hair of the head moſt Unpightfully ? 99 
When he hadacknowledga@alli that him lift the Empreſs re- 
Riza and ſaid, Soothly, my Lord, I would gladly lay unto! ,.. | | 
m my Medicine; But Iwot right "well it 18 in vain, for be | 
bath not made a full confeſlion. The Emperor hearing this, hne. 
turned toward his Brother, nd ſaid in this v hs sevil ber Po BY 
row, or N wreighedneſs is in thee:ſeeſt tha wot hä 
thou arta ? Therefore acknowledge thy fintiuely, AMjj 
thou — + wb ” ole, or elſs avoid my company for eyarmgre,. i = 
Ah! my Lord, quoth he, I may not tell my lifeppenly,' 7 7 5 | 
I be ſure of thy grace. What haft thou trelpaſſed Inſt nie 
-faid the Emperor. Then anſwered his BN and [aid Mine 
; offence againſt thee is grievous,.and therefore Infl thee heave 
» forgiveneſs. , The Emperor 2 on the 8 meet” 
much a5 he ſuppoſed Pang had dead 'many 
therefore he ded his Brother to tell forth LET he had 
offended os on he ſhoull be forgiven, - 
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lain his Daughter with ber own hand, and/then was ſheexiled 
©  *thenges; but where ſac became, I wot not. Then {aid the thief, 
% r Lady ye mean: but well 1 wor, that ſeven 


3 — 
7 


„ Andafterward 1 betrayed her unto ths 


"per — 22 ſter of the hip. Suh 
M3 -@ 7 the Maſter of the ſhi 
1 \ wer Rn 95 
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pen eryed ihe Empreſs W a loud voice, and ſaid, Soothly, 


+ ,, ceived their: healths, When this Lady the Empreſs had thus 
done theuncoveredher face to the Emperor, and he forthwith 
eber, and ran to her, and embraced her in his Arms, and 

ie her+otrentimes, and for joy he wept bitterly, Zying, 
Helen be God, now 1 have found that I d8fired, And wherrt 


be had thus ſaid, he led her heme te the Palace with. great 
271 10 — 7 0 a \ 

44 Tan their lives in peace and reſt. 

NE _ The "MOR AL, \ 


; fs . 5 | e 

1 : 55 5 Dear Friends, this Emperor betokeneth Our Lord Jeſus Chnft, 
This Empreſs betokeneth a hely Soul: this Emperor's Brother 
Hbetokens me fleſh, ro whom our Lord hath given charge uf the 


„ +» 
„ 8 * * 


wretched f ſh oft provoketh the Soul to ſin: but the 
loveth God abvve all things, Wichſtandeth that 


} | Ofhoers, were leading me to the galjows, and ſucha Lady came 
4 | -  TaGing by, and bought me offthemg and then went I with her, "= 


12 dear Friends, ye do now truely confeſs and declare the truth, * 
4 | © -wherefare I Will gow apply my medicine: and anon they re- 


and after, when it pleaſed Almighty' God, they ende!!! 
CNRS SY 


pire, bat moſt Principally to the Soul. Nevgrtheleſsg-the © 
. f ü Soul s 


N 
; it - malleth to her ghoſtly Power; that is, Reaſon, Wills Uners 
11 De 0 1 riſogs the 
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einn openly how he had deſirtd the EMpref to commit Attaltery  -/- | 
with her; and becauſe ſhe denyed, he had hanged her by tlie 
Mair in the Forreſt, en ſuch a fax. n 8 
4 When the Emperor heard this, — was almoſt beſte himſelf, * 
and in his Rage be {aid thus, O thon wretchied Creature, te 
1 Wengkance of God 15 fallen upon thee: and were it not that 1 
N. Have pardoned thee, thou ſhouldeſt die the moſt ihamefull death. 
7)!  -thar cbald be thoughhgt. r 
15 Then ſaid the Knight that ſlew the Earls Daughter, Iwot u 4 
aoth he, What Lady you mean? but Iwot that my Lord fund. 
den atime ſuch a Lady hanging by the Hair in the Forreſt, and *"v, | 
45 PpProught her home to his Cattle, and he took her his Daughter to 
Teep; and I provoked her, as much as I could, to ſin with me, . 
but the would in no witeconfentto me, wherefore I flew the Earilis 
14 | -Panghter thatlay with her: anc when I had ſo done, Lput the 
N "goa knife in the Ladies hand, that the Earl thould think ththad = 


wed I, and. when we 
vers in the midſt of the Sea, I would have lyen with her; blit ſhe - 
Aneeled down to her prayers, and anon there aroſe ſuch a Tempeſty © 
U, that the {hip bruſt all in pieces, aud all therein were drownedj, 

1 ave e and I: but afterward what befell of her, I wor not. 


{4 


5 
"£ 

2 L 
6 + Þb 
" * * 
47 
* 
1 
” 


* 


4 SD [at „ f ; * . 
; | A.” ü OMANORU! RP 9 "x 
re] Ce, _ the time it obey reaſox in all things, Ang 
thus in — mercy he ſinnetfi again, to whom the hot 
Writer ſaith, Curſec be the Man that ſinneth in hope. Ant 
at the laſt the ſoul — Im to the fleſh, and letteth him out 
of the priſon of Repentate, and wafneth him from the filth of 
Jin, aud -arrayeth him with. good vertues, and maketh him leap- 
on the palfray ef charitable humility, and ſo rideth forchi to 
inet our Lord with 5 Sacrifice of thankſgiving. But alas, oft 
the Sinner treſpaſſerh againſt holy Scripture: wherefore the Hart; 
| that is, the luſt ofthe Heſh, ariſeth before him, and after run- 
„nech great hounds; that is, evil thoughts: and ſo long they chaſe, 
| till the body and the ſoul be lefralone, and then the fleſhſtirret in 
# r being the Spouſe to Almighty God; but the pure 
* inds ed! b 


— 


* 


and 1 dul that is [o well beloved with God, will nor 
| forlake gur Lord, and conſent to fin: wherefore the wretched 
8 Neſh ſull oft diſpsileth her of her cloathing ; that is, of all her 
Voertues, and hangeth her up by the hair on an oakz-that is, on 
luſts and delights; and there ſhe hangeth till che good Earl | 
* cometh; that 15,adiſcreer Preacher in the Forreſt of this World, ra » 


>; 28 and teach the WaiGef God: then he taketh her df, nt 
1eadeth her forth to the Ehunth, to nouriſh his daughter; thatis, : 
Sy | 70. nouriſh conſcience with” fruicful faith. The Earl had inhis 


S#hamber a lamp: right ſo every difcreet Preacher {hould-bave 7 
before him the lamp of holy Scr ipture, whereby he may ſee bam 
5 the grievance and profit of che-ſoul in learning of vertues ang | 
putting away ofvice; TheSteward that ſtirreth her to fin, is 
nought elſe bur pride of life, which is Steward of this World, 
by hom many Men be deceived. But when the ſoul that is ſ 
well beloved with Chriſt, will not conſent unto the fin of pride, 
ien taketh this evil Steward the knife of covetiſe, wherevithy 
He ſlayetir the Earls daughter; that is, conſcience, according tod 
che Scripture, {a ing, Gold and ſilxer hath blinded the ore . * 
Judges, and hath overthrown wiſe Men, ſo that equity and righs + 
_deauſneſs\might not enter, but ſtosd afar, and turned their backs” - 
4 This Lady alforedeemed a Man trom death; that is, from ever. 
* Iaſt ing death, which he had deſer ved by deadly ſin. Therefors 
3. do we as this Lady, {mice we our harſe; that is, our leſh withy en 
1 the ſpurs of repentance, and fo ride we forch in all haſte coſave - 
2 our neighbour from the ſink of deadly ſin, to Help him hot bodies 
15 Iy and ghoſtly, as Solomon faith, Wo be to at Man Lying in dead< 
wy + h bn that bath no Man to lift hinwout thereof + lierefòre a π ] 
* dy nighbour, and help him. For à brother that is holen of ano: Þþ- 
Ar ther i like & ſure City: and if 5 but 4 cup ef cold vater nm 
2 5 oe way of help, be ſhalt not leſe hu reward. But many Ttiowas. BE 
15 days be Very unkind, as was the thief which decei ved the Lady, 
er that ſhe. had ſaved him from hanging. WE 
The Maſter of the ſhip betokeneth the World, by whom. many. _ ,If-" 
Mev be deprived, Bus nevertheleſs, as ofias a Man i 
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um voluntarily the charge of charity; and obe yeth unto the Com- 
mandements of God, and forſaketk the World, then breaketh he 
the ſhip. For it is impoſlible to pleaſe God, and Man, and the 
World, all at one time. | 
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When this Lady had eſcaped the tempeſt of the Sea,the went to 


a City; that is, the ſoul after the troubles of this World, went 
to the holy life, and chere the healed all manner of fick-folk z char. 
Is, every Man that is troubled in his ſoul ; that is, 
with divers ſickneſſes, thoſe this Lady healed through holy life. 
But they could not be healed till they had firſt confeſſed their 
ſins unto the Empreſs, .the-Charch of God, and then the healeth 
them by re entanceand amendmenr of life: yet all this while was 
the Empreſs unknown to her huſband; that is, the Church wan- 
dereth in the wilderneſs of this wicked World, until God by 
miraculous means made her known unto him, and ſo led her home 
by victory and triumph in the truth, unto the heavenly habitati- 
on of eternal reſt and glory. Unto the which Almighty God 
bring us all for his Sons ſake. Amen. n 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Every ſi — Magiſtrat, and other inferior, « to be boncured and oY 
 reverenced. true Chriſtian Man, nt te conſider his duty 


herein. And every falſe chriſtian per verting the ways vi the godiy, | 
7 : ſhall — V4 


the reward of ſuch is laid up in Hell; but the j 

. whe blefſed life everlaſting. 
N Re : The 41. HISTORY. | 
N Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Emperor, named Martix 


| & for entire affection kept with him his brothers ſon, whom. » 
Arn called Fulgentize. With this Martin dwelt alſo a Knight © 


Gat was Steward of the Empire, and uncle uno the Emperor, 


Which envied this Fulgent ius, Study ing day and night how he Ki 
might bring the Emperor and this youth at debate. Wherefore; - 
the Steward on a day went to the Emperor, and ſaid, My Lord, 


. 


quoch he, I chat am n duty to warn 


your: Highneſs, if Ihear any thing t 
NAG | tape ack thing! 
to your Majeſty between us two. Then ſaid the Emperor, Good 
Friend, ſay on what thee liſt, My moſt dear Lord, quoth the 
Steward, Fulgentius your Couſin, and your nigh kinſman, hath 


Gefarmed you wonderfully and ſhamefully througheur a 


/  Empize, ſaying, that your breath ſtinketh, and that it is death 
ES... bits Cave you your cup. Then the Em wasgrievouſly . * 


— 


3 thaity T pray thee, good friend, tell me ſhe very truth; 
that my breat ch tx 
ve may believe me, I never perceived a ſweeter breath in 
"then yours is. Then ſaid the Emperor, Ipray thee, good f 
ll we how Lazay bring this flung to good proof  TheSre 


— 


FT 


>- 


infected 


t toucheth your Honour; 
s that I muſt needs utter in ſeoret 


nud almoſt beſide kimſelf for anger, —— 
ſtinketk, as he ſaith, My Lord, quoth the Steward 
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anſwered; and ſaid, My Lord, quoth he, ye ſhall right well under- 

ſtand the truth, for to morrow next when he ſeryeth you of your 
6 cup, ye ſhall fee that he will turn away his face from you, becauiſe 
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N of your breath: and this is the moſt certain proof that may be had | 
1 a% this thing. Verily, quoth the Emperer,a truer proof cannot 1. 
3 be bad of chis thing. Therefore anon when the Steward heard 18 
1 this, be went ſtraight to Fulgenti us, and took him aſide, ſaying 4 
\ | 0 3 | 
No thus, Dear friend, thou arc near Kinſman, and Nephew unto 7+ ; 

my Lord the Emperor: therefore if thou wilt be thankfull unto j 
me, I willtellthee ofa fault whereof my Lord the Emperor com- | 
» plaineth oft, and thinketh to put thee from him (except it be ſooner | 
» - amended) and that will bea great reproof ts thee. Then taid this ' 
8 


1 Eulgentius, Ah! good Sir, for his love that died upon the Croſs, 


tell me why m rd is fo fore moved with me; for Iam ready | 
to amend m lt in all that I can or may, and for to be ruled 7 
by your diſgreet counſel, 2 2 me 
Thy breath, quoth theSteward, ſtinketh ſo fore, that his drink - |- 
goth him no good, ſo grievousunto him is the ſtinking breath of 
thy mouth. Then ſaid Rugentius unto the Steward, Truly, ©}. 
* that perceived I never tiflnow: but what think you of my breath 
_ 4 pray you tell me the very truth, Truly, quoth the fteward, it 
" | ſtinketh greatly and foul” And this Fulgenti us believed all that 9 
he faid, and was right {Orrowfu}l in hisanind, and prayed the g 
Steward of his counſel and help in his woful cafe. Then ſaid ö 


* 
1 
. 


1 the Steward unto him, If thou wilt do my counſel, I ſhallbring 
RY this matter to a good cona luſion: therefore do as I ſhall tell thee, f 
1 J counſel thee for. the beſt, and alſo warn thee, that when thun 
a ſerveſt my Lord the Emperor of his cup, that thou turn thy 4 
aac, 4 from him, ſo that he may not ſmell thy ſtinking breath, |! 
| untiſl the time that thou haſt provided thee of fome remedy there * - 1 
fore. Then was Eulgentizs right glad, and ſware to him that he 
3g would do by his counſel, Not long after, it befell that this young 
Man Ful xventi us ſerved his Lord as he was wont tu do, and theres - 
. with fuddeniy he turned his face from his Lord the Emperor, as 
| the Steward had taught him. And when the Emperor perceived 
: the avoiding; of his head, he ſmote this yo Ful genti s 
a on the breaſt with his foot, and {aid to him thus, O thdu lewd 
Varlet, now A ſee well that. it is true that I have heard of the an 
a therefore go thau anon out ef my fight, that I may ſee the % 
| more in this place, nd with that this a wept ſiull 
ſore, and avoide te plate, and went out of his hight. * And when 
this was dene, the Vinperor called unto him his Steward, and 


ſaid, How may Iride tis Varlet from the World, that thus haag 
defamed me? My moſt de ar Lord, quoth the Steward, right well 
you ſhalt have your intent: for here beſide within theſe three | | 75 
miles, yetuve brick-maker,s-which dayly makegreat fixe to burn | 38 


brick, and Alſo they make Iii ne, therefore, My Lord, ſend to chem 
Kisnight,clarge them upon ꝑ; 4 of death, tat whoſoever comet jo ; 
ef: 07 a ee ta 
| fag #F | 2 


* — 


1 | * 0 . 1 1 ++ ( 1 


2 = FAY hy * "7 < as d 

2 " b - 

n : 4 

l a 
#4 r 


Las I W. 
IS - GESTA ROMANORUM. | f1 
do them firſt in the morning, ſaying to them thus, My Lor! 
eommandeth them to fulfill his will: that they take him, & caſt. 
him into the furnace, and burn him: and this night command 
vou this Fulgentius, that he go early in the morning to your- 
work- men, & y he aſk them whither they have fulfilled your will 
which they were commanded, or not? And then ſhall they, ac- 
cording to your commandment, caſt him into the fire, and thus 
ſhall he die anevil death. Surely,quoth the Emperor, thy counſel ' 
| Is good, thereforecall to me that Varlet Fulgenti us. And when 
the young Man was come to the Emperors preſence, he ſaid to 
him thus, I charge thee upon pain of death, that thouriſeearly 
inthe morning, and go to the burners of lime and brick, and 
that thou be withthem early before the Sun riſe, three miles from 
this houſe, and charge them in my behalf, that they fulfill my 
Commandement, or elſe they ſhall die a moſt ſhamefull death. 
Then ſpake this Fulgenti us, My Lord, if God ſend me my life, 
I hall fulfill your Will, were it that I ſhould go to the worlds end. 
Wben FEulgenti us had this charge, kecould not ſleep for thought, 
that he muſtariſe early for to fulfill his Lords Commandement. 
The Emperor about midnight ſent a Meſſenger en horſe-back 
unto his brick-makers, commanding them upon pain of death, 
that whoſoever came to them firſt in the morning, ſaying unto 
them (as ĩs before rehearſed) they ſhould take him and bind him, 
and caſt him into che fire, and burn him to the bare bones. The 
Þrick-makers anſwered, and ſaid, It ſhould be done. Then ttie 
Meſſenger returned home again, and told the Emperor that his 
Conmandement ſhould be fulfilled, Early in the morning follow- 
Ang Fuulgenti as arpſe, and prepared him towards his way: and as 
he weilt, he heard a bell ring to ſervice, wherefore he went to hear 
ſervices and after the end ef the ſervice, he fell aſleep, and there 
de ſlept a long time, ſo ſoundly, that the Prieſt nor none other 
might awake him. The Steward deſiring inwardly to hear of 
his death, about two of the clock he wentuuto the work-rnen, and 
ſaid unto them thus, Sirs, quoth he, have ye done the Emperors +! 
Commandment, or not? The brick-makers anſwered him, and 
faid, No, truly, we have not yet cone his Commandment, but it 
„ hall be done: and with that they laid hands on him, Then 
#%: _» cryedthe Steward, and ſaid, Good Sirs, fave my life, for the » 
1 Emperor Commanded that Fulgenti as {hould be put to death. Then 
aid they, The Meſſenger told us not fo; but he bade us that who- 
ſoever came firſt to us in the e cap ba, as you have faid, 9 
we ſhould take him, and caſt him into the fſirnace, & burn him 
to aſhes: and with y they threw him into the fire. And when 
he was burnt, Fulgenti us came to thera, and ſaid, Good Sirs, 
Have you done my Lords commandmeirc? Yea, ſoohly, faid they; | 
and therefore go ye again to the Emperor, and tell him ſo. Then 
7 2 or 2 oo, ref] me that ß | 
Q in commandment, 1eY, upon. pain of death, that 
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vrhoſoever came tous firſt in F morning, & ſaid like as thou 
ſaid, that we ſhould take him and caſt him into the furnace: but }.8 
| before thee came the Steward, and therefore have we fulfilled in 4 
£ þ him the Emperor's commandment : now he is burnt to the bare 
; bones. When Fulgentius heard this, he thanked God, that he 
had ſo preſerved him from death: therefore he took his leave of 
Work-men, and went again to the Palace, When the Emperor | 
aw him, he was almoſt diſtract of his wits for anger, and thus 
he ſaid, Haſt thou been with the Brick-makers, and fulfilled my | 
comman.)ment ? _ Soothly, my gracious Lord, I have been there: | 
but ere Icame there, your commandment was fulfilled. Ho] | 
may that be true? quoth the Emperor. Forſooth ſaid Fulgenti us, 
the Steward came tothem afore me, and (aid rhat I ſhould have | 
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ſaid; ſo they took him, and threw him into the furnace: and if I 
had come any ſooner, ſo would they have done to me: and there- 
fore 1 thank God that hath preſerved me from death. Then {aid | 
the Emperor, Tell me the truth of ſach queſtions as I ihall de- . 
mand thee, Then ſaid Fulgentius to the Emperor, You never 
found in me any falthoods, and therefore 1 greatly wonder why. © ' 
ye have ordained ch AN for me? for well ye know that Lam 
our own brothers Son. Then {aid the Emperor to Fulgenti us 


t 15 no wonder, for that death I ordained for thee through Caunſel | 
of the Steward, becauſe thou didſt defame me throughout all my 
Empire, ſaying, That my breath did ſtink ſo grievouſly, that it 
was death to thee: and in token thereof, thou turnedſt away thy 
1 face when thou ſervedſt me of my cup: and that I faw with mine 
f eyes: and tor thiscauſe I ordained for thee ſush a death, and yet 
4 ou {halt die, except I hear a better excuſe. ON IRE 
Then aniwered Fulgentins, and faid, Ah, dear Lord, if it 

might pleaſe your Eighileſs for to hear me, I ſhal ſhow youa ſub ti 
and deceitfull imagination. Say on, quoth the Emperor. The 


Steward, quoth Fulgentius, that is now dead, came to me, ane 
laid, that ye told unto him that my breath did ſtink, and thereupon 
he counſelled me, that when I ſerved you of your cup, I ſhould * 
turn away my face: I take God to witneſs, I lie not. When 
the Emperor heard this, he believed him, & ſaid, O my Nephew. 
now I tee through the right wiſe judgement of God, the Steward 2 
is burnt, and his own wickedneſs & envy is fallen on himſel : 
for he ordained this malice againſt thee, and therefure thou ar: n 
much bound to Almighty God, hath preſerved thee from dea 
: , "The MOR AI. e 45 
Dear Friends, this Emperor betokeneth every Supream Magt- _ 
ſtrat: and Fulgentius his Nephew, betokeneth every true Chriſtian 1% 
Man; which mould truly ferve them with faithfull Loyal, 
like as Fulgentius ſerved the Emperor at his cup, wherefore he 7; 
ſhall be greatly loved of God. This Steward betokenerh every . 
falſe Chriſtian, Man, as Cain, which oftentimes turneth the heart 


ef right wile men from God ; ſaying, chat his breath Tanker; 
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dat is, that the life of this Magiſtrat is not ee 
or Man, which is againſt the Scripture, Whichyſai E 
Lor, and ye ſhall not be Fudged, But oftentimes ſhety Nile 1. 
\ People accule righteous Men, wherefore they ſhall be caſt im- 
; 1 re of Hell, here is Wailing, Weeping; and 
4 tend. But the righteous ſhall aſcend to everlaſting _.- 
nto the which bring us our Lord of Chriſt. Amen. 1 
* THE ARGUME 5 
wege and eder erſons walk without knowledge of . truths 3 
{Bill they come to the Church of God. The wicked perſecute the _ 
5770 but as they are N the mighty providenceof God: 
MM they ought not T . , 1 ae three ſe 5 
8 3 * © Pg ake, Yeeld, and Flee. The ation thereof. 
8 1 The 42. HISTORY.” 4 
TN dwelt ſomerime in Rome a niighty Emperor, med 
Delphi nus, which had no Children, * ve only a Daughter & 
Wasa fair creature, & well beloved of her Father. As this Emperor 
| eee a hunt ing in the Forreſt, ſndden ly he rode out of hĩs 
7 0 loft bis wherefore he WAs greatly diſcomforted, for 
Wit not whether he rode, nor in woligt place he was : till at y 
Wo when he had thus ridden all the day alone, in the evening e 
4 a honſe, and thither he rode a great face, and knocked at the 
te: immediatly the Good · man ot the houſe heard him, & afked &# 
e cauſe of his Knoeking, a and what he would have? Dear friend 6 
EP the Emperor, lo, it is night, as ye may ſee: therefore i | 
2 of you locging, Er the love of God. When he had thus ſaid, 
the Goad- = the houſe (unawares that he was the Speer 
AF e, and fad, Good friend, quoth he, I am the Ty > hy 
T5 Forreſter, and have plent N of yell on, & other victual for 
When the Enfperor heard this, he was right glad in his m 1 7 
mevertheleſs, he told him not that he was the Emperor. Then the 
+ Forreſter opened the gate, and received him as kindly as he could, 
5 © and-fet him to ſupper, & ſerved him worthily. And when he Rad 
E, 5 8 the Forre er brought kim to his chamber, & when time 
8 1 — he went to — In F ſame night, it befell that 3 - 
N did travel of Child in another Chamber hard by, and was 
2 ge ivered the ſame night of a goodly Son. And as the nperor' ay | 
An his bed, ſleeping him ſeemed he heard a voyce, ſayingto-hi 
| -,  -thrize theſe words, Take, take, take. ALLE thas he 400 
and marvelled greatly what it "might Le, f. to himſelf thiis, 4 
A vqyce biddeth me, Take, take, take. What all I take: and. 1 
©. Immedlatly he fel lalleep again. And the — be 4 
4 'voyce ſaying unto him theſe words, Yeeld, yeeld, yeeld. -* 
with that he awakened again, & wondered Pitt laying wag. | 
Himſelf, What may this ſignifi ? Firſt, I heard a a 25 | 
laid, Take, take, take, and nothing I received: Sor nog 
I I heardanother veyce that ſaid, Yeeld, yeeld, yeeld. 1 Wir ne 
5 1 veel? Aud jos = uschi n Mel . 
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again chen he heard F third voice, ſay ing theſe words thriee Flag, 
"Ace, flees for this night isa child born: that after thy decaleihallbe, 
Emperor, When the Emperor heard this, he wakened, and wondered 


called to him the Forreſter, aud ſaid, Dear friend, I pray tell ang if 
any Child be born here alvuc this night to thy knowledge? My. 
Wife, quoch the Forreſter, this night is delivered of a Son. I pray 
thee, ſaid the Emperor, ſhow me thy Son. When the Emperor had 
ſeen the child, he ſa a mark in F Childs viſage, whereby he mighi 
7 0 him at anotker time: and he ſaid to the Forreſter thus, Dear 
friend, knoweſt thou who I am? Nay foothly, quoth 5 Forreſter, 
for I never ſaw you before thistime as far as I can remember; ne- 
ver theleſs it ſeemeth q ye bea Gentleman. Then anſwered the Em- 
peror, and taid, Lam F Emperer your Lord whom you have logged. 
this night; wherefore 1 give thee hearty thanks, This hearing the 
Forreſter, he fell down upon both his Knees at his feer, & befought- 
him of mercy, if q he had offended his Highneſs in any og Then 
anſwered F Emperor, & ſaid, ge thou nothing afraid: for Ithank 
t hee heartily for thy good cheers and thy Sony was born c night, I 


»,Q my gracious Lord, quoch the Forreſter | 
Noble Emperor ſhould nouriſh Y child of his Subject and Servant: 
vertheleſs, your will be fulfilled: and when your Meſſengers 
Core, I {hall deliver chem my Son. s e 
Then Emperor took his leave, & rode home to his Palace: and 
Mortly after he was come home, he called unto him ſuch ſervants at 
he truſted beſt, & ſaid to them thus, Go ye unto my Forreſter, d 
"whom I was lodged ſucha night, & receive of tum bisfon, of W his 
wife wasdeliveredy night; & upon pain of death, I command you 
| ye ſlay himby y way, & cait kis fleſh to F dogs, hut hi ing you 
F heart to me: & except ye fulfill my commandment, ve hall die 
cruelleſt death 4 can be thought. Anon his ſervants went tothe: - 
orreſt, & received Forreſters Son: and brought tim Hens 


— 


when 85 wen come near unto 5 Palace; one or them rid, HSM 


«+ Thall we do weh ay fulfill our Lords commandment in Hπ⁰⁰,⁷e of - 


among chemſelves, one of them ꝙ was moſt mercifull; funf Þ 
"oy O my god loving friends, hear my count*l, L HHN Nn 32... - 
Je thall net repent you thereof, If we murtker this ungern t, 
we mall greatly offend Alnüghity God: And b-holdgherth en 

Pigs, kill we one oſthem, and then may we take us hte nente 
N unde the Emperor, ſaying, That it u Fete IX 
Chand, Then ſaid they, Thy coun{elisgood : bur wiabladiivede * 


forge would have his life ſaved: and when they were thus camo * 0g 


Slay biin ſome hollow tree, for peradventureGudwitheip him 
Slave his lie. When he had ads Fad, they did aftephiscounſ 


12 ain, & killed s Pig, & 2 their way; & catricd hne 
| 2 ; 4 * N ; 1. þ . N , . | * | x 
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greatly what it might be. In che morrow following, the Emperor”. | | * F 


will have to bring up in my Gurt. & ſthorcly 1 will ſend for Rü. 5 EY 
it is not fit that uch a 


mis Child? Some anlwered, & fald, That 5 Child-thouldbs Mu, se 


W:5 child? Good friends, qudoth he, let us wraphim fd cloaths, 3 
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* them & Pigs hear; co Emperor, ſay ing unto him this, Lo, gra 

cious Lord, ve have deftroyed F child, as ye chmmanded us: Gy 
they {bewes hin 5 Pigs heart. Tne Emperor ſuppoſing it had been 
childs heart, t00k it, Soft it into y fire defpight fully fang; 
oy there is 5 hrart of him & bud haye been Emperur aer me. 

Lo, what it is to believe in ams. be but fantaſies, & vain things, 


The fame day after F Child was put into 5 heYoyg tree, tliere 


came an Earl to hunt in 7 Forreft: and as his Hounds cHſed an- 


Hart, they came to F hollow ttee fre child lay; & νιu they 
melt F ſavor of child, chey wouldgeo no further. Ihe bert ſeeing 
this, marvelled why hisheundsaboce there, & ſmate his boric * 
his ſpurs, he rode a great pace ti he came untotbhem. And Whei le 
cams uiito q tree wherein F chi! was laid h looked in at a hole, 
ſaxy d cad lying, & then he was right glad, took child up in 


mis arms full lovingly, & bare it lame tonis caſtle, Fagang e 
Counteſs. his Wiſe, 1.0, my dear Wife, this day by fortuns Lare, 
Wund a very fairchiltin an hollow rreegas I hunted in 5 Forreſt, 


whereof Iam right glad: And bicaule thor never yer Concervertta 


Child, therefore I exhort thee q thou wilt feign thy {eli to cravel 


Child, and fay that thou hait born this Child. The Courne's 


fulfihed gladly the Earls Ceiire, and ſaid, My weft dear Lore 
your Will in this thing ſhall be done. ot long afrer this wa] 
wen threughout all the Countrey, that 5 Coumnteſs was deæhvered 
of a fair So, whereforeevery man rcjoyced much. TIO 
The child began togrow, & was well- eloved orevery nmiungy & 


— 


. 2 b by * * 
deere Earl and y Counteſs, It barn jl when F child wess 

nite years of age, Em] eror mide a ſolemn feaſt unto all F Lvzes 

ef his Empire, utito-Y W feaſt this Kar! was called, whoary day 


Affigned came, & brobght his Sen v7 bim, & was at y time a falr 
young 3:uire & hecarved at J boor beloie y Curl. The Emperor | 


AKN 


ente y bcheld him, & eſpyed ꝓ token in his Fore-head, & ne H 

ſven betore i Forreſters nouſe;wherew irh he was greatly moved 

N 5 Earl in this manner, Whole Son 18; 

| pig Ceres, fad F Earl, he is my Son. Then id the Emperor? 
* 


the faith that chou owelt ro ine, tell me the crutfl. 


Alled o him his ſexvaute, V he had ſent before to deſtroy the child. 


- And when they came before bim, he made them to {ware that che 


ond ten him therruth what they had done with chechild -. 
Gradious Lord, fait the yeeltd us unto pour grace & goaaens!, 


Tor pity {o-mevedusyy wo night not deſtro him, but we pat bin 


in a hollow tree: what befe of him after ward, cerratnly we bon 


not: & in hie ſtead we kill d 2 pig, Thought y heurt t gen Fv /+ 


When y Hnperor had heard Firth of F Water, he Fail Ante 5 


+ 


Earl, This young man,quoth lie, hall Abies rms. The Ray] e 


| ay granted; though it was greatly agi his with When. 
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2rfeeing ꝓ he might not excuſe, himſelf lu that needs lie 
put tel him F truth, told Fim, he ford him in a hollow tier; this 
Hearing Laferor, he wasulmoſt diſtract of his wits ſor anger, C 
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- -wasende4,every man took his leave of J Emperor, & went wheres 
theyliſt. Andat F time it fortuned q the Bmpreſs & her Danghrer © >. 
ſojonrned in another Countrey fur from thence, by the c maid- 

f ment of the Emperor. e r 
Not longaſter, F emperqr᷑ ſaid unto this young Squire: Itbehoveth'”; .* / 
| the (0 ride unto q empreſs my wii my lettets. I am rea ly at your 
'1 F*com:mandment, my Lord., ſaid ne, to fulfill your deſire. Immediatly 
| F Emperor rate Letters, intent whereof was this, Y J Emprets | 
pi zb ul axe bearer of theſe Letters, & let him be drawn ar norſeè 
tail, & alter y ſhe ſhould let him be hanged till he were dead, & 
on pin of death,» When y Lecters were all5:aled,the Emperor gave 
tem unto F young Squire, Commanding him to ſpeed hien on His 
Journey? And Straightway ꝙ young Squire put them cloſe into 
a Box, & rode forth on his Journey. When he hadridden three or 
ſzur days on his journey, in an evening hecame untoa Caltlewhere 
dwelta Knight, and genily deſwed of hima nights lodging, The 
. Kn igut beholding rhe tweet favor of che young Squire, madehim 
god char, and after ward ꝓrought him unto his Chamber, and 
„ he exo bed, & immediatly fell akep for 
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af him, as if he were your own So, & y he ſupply my room, tik "4 
ao come uato you my ſelf, When F Knigiu had thars wt itten, he lad | 
.., 7 letters neatly, & put them into y box again. Early in morſipg 


5 en Squire aroſe, & very haſtily made ready toskhis ive a 

4 f Knight, & rode forthon aisjournsy : and g third day after he 

g / Carne antoF Emyreſs,& {lured her curiuly Emnerer!s behali, | 

f & gave her 5 letters. When 5 Empreſs had r them; anon ſhe ent 

? torch her MgTengers throughout ꝙ Countrog/,commaniitiy States 

J & Zentlemen to cume to her Daughters. Welding on gdf Agne 

0 When day was come, thither gatne d Lords & Ladies, 

8 anon F young Squire eſpouſed F emperurschughter g great honex 

os ac ordling to Y tenor of the letters, was much hunored among the 
People, Narlong after, it beſell $ ꝙ @mperor came unto q CGmirey, 


* & e yi vs Sheard of his coming, ſtie ton d her her Son in 
3  iwywmnch other 2 5 


2 la wh er people, &. went to 8 her | 
F Emperor {ave this foung.$quire leading 5 Lady his Wit, he 9 9]36 
| . r 
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greatly moved Win himlelf, & laid, O thou curſed Woman; becnüfg 
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him on thieir knees,and left him in the hollows tree of the God -· head. The 


AMAngelin his ſleep i he ſhould take our lady & her ſon & flee into Egypt. 
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thou haſt not fulfilled my cotnandment,thou falt dis an evil death, 
O my dear Lord, quoth ſhe, all 0 vou cdmmad ed me, to do; I hay 
fulfilled. Nay, curſed Woman ret Pry eos, it is not ſo: for 1 
avrote to thee j thou ſhouldeſt put bim to death, & yet he is alive. 
My Lord, quoth F Empreſs, you wrote to me J 1 thould give him 
our Daughter to / iſe, & J on pain of death; in witneſs hereof, lo, 
Le your letters ſealed wy your own Seal manual. When Emperor 
ſaw this he wondered greatly, & ſaid, Is he then eſpouſed to my 
Daughter? Les, ſurely, ſaid 5 Emprels, ion ago, great ſolemnity: 
& as I perceive, your Daughter is W Child. Then ſaid F Emperor, 
O Lord Jeſus, it is great fully to ſtrive againſt thine erdinances + 
therefore ſith it is ſo, thy will muſt needs be fulfilled, Ang. he 
took his Son in law in his arms, & kiſſed him & after his deaghrwas 
Emperor, & ended his Life in reſt & peace. The MORAE... - : 
4 This Emperor may betoken Herod, who would have ſlain the Child 
Feſus, wherefore be ſent Meſſengers to ſeek him, according tothe Scrip- 
Fure, ſhowing he hecommanded three Kings to ſeek him, and bring 
bim cydings again where he was that he mis come and worſhip him 
#10, The Forrefter betokenggh Joſeph ou Ladies Husband, & kept + 


Him: but when F three Kings camei hej ſlew him not; but worſhipped; 


Ear i found this Child,betokeneth F hoi G haſt d warned Joſeph by } 
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Ravi ſbed by the Tyranny of ſin, ſpe cot 
Tyrant i overcome 
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12 eſpouſed by his appointment, It hefellon a day ya Tyrant, name 
Pontcanus, led a Virgin into a Forreſt, & defloured her of her maiden- 

head. And when he had ſo done, he would have ſlain her, & as he 

was diſpoiling her of her cloaths there came riding by F Forreſt Aa 
gentle Knight, beard F lamenting of F Damſel,wherefore he rode 

4 4 great pace into F Forreſt to {ee It ĩt might de. Now when he 

| came, heſaw a Woman ſtandingall naked, {ave only her Smock to 
whom y Knight ſpake,Art thou the,ſaid he, I cryed ſo lamentably 2 
Then anſwered F} Damſel, Yea, certainly, for this many ſtandeth 
here hath raviſhed me, & ecfloured me of my Maiden head, & nov 
he would ila y me, & therefore he hath diſpoiled me of my cloaths: 

for 5 love of God gentle Knight, help me new. Then ſaid F Tyrant, 
She lietk, far ſhe is my Wife, & Thave found her in adultery ꝙ ano- 
ther man, therefore I will ſlay her. Then ſaid y Knight, Ibelieve 
better ꝙ Woman then thee : for lo, tokens appear openly in her vi- 
age, F thou haſt raviſhed her, therefore will I fight ꝙ thee for her 
deliverance. And 155 they buckled buth together & fought 
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eagerly, till they were both gre wounded, Nevertheleſs, Knigut 

obtained the Vickery, and Par the Tyrant to flight, - 
2 Then ſaid 5 Knight unte J Woman, Lo, L have ſuffered for thy 
love many fore wounds, & have fAVed & from death, wilt thou there- - 
bre promite to be my Thereto I aſſent, quoth ſhe, & all my 

Heart, and thereupon I plight thee my truth. they werethus 
Y enſured, then ſaid the Knight asfokowethy—— 
i Here beſide is my ne go thither, & abide there till Lkaye pro- 
| 


vided all things needfull for our Wedding: for I purpoſe to make 
'2 great feaſt thereat, My Lord, quoth ſhe, L am ready to fulfill your 
. will. Then went ſhe unto his Caſtle, whereas ſhe was worthily 
iends for to bid chem-ro.F : 
In F mean while came Pontianus Y Tyrant to F Knights: 


Gentle love, if it pleaſe you to conſent to me, I ſhallgiye you both | 
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come here; for I have here v4 me wy love & J loved Pert, fe- 


\ || member,quethF Knight, thou ruth.cobe my Wife, - © © þ 
0, ight, thou me thy truth.tobe my-Wite 
4 & how Hy orb oe ff. 5 x faith, | 


om death : and if thou ponder not thy 2 8 * 


uu 
he mightſhovy + © 

more 
9 0 „ Y 


Hr 
*1 Py a TLac 1 * » » \ 2 a. ; 
- * » * 8 x * . * ' 's ®* of _ * 9 - 1 6 _ © - 
7 7 PA N N * © me_ 2 2 


- 
» . 4 


% | op» a 


* | Pe „ n 
3 , GESTAROMANORUM 
im, but nar ſt F te, & went her way. New when Ruigbt 
uv this, be went to Judge, & made his complaint to him, pra yang 
im to give r ight wiſe judgement on Tyrant & 7 Woman. Then 
Ait called them both before him, and when they were come, rd; 1 
1 Knight ſaid thus, My Lord, I aſk 5 benefit of F Law, W is this, 
fa manreſcuea Woman fromrayiſhing, F reſœer fhall Marry her, 
| ifhimlift ; and this Woman I delivered from hands of J Tyrant, 
therefore I ought to have her to my Wiſe: and furthermore be gave 
me her faith & truth to Marry w me, & thereupon ſhe went to ny ; 
Caſtle, & I have been at great coſt againſt our Wedding :.zpd-cheres :; 
fore, as it lecmeth to me, ſhe is my Wife by J Law. Then (aid the 
Judge to Tyrant, Thou knaweſt well y this Knight delivertd her \ 
from thy hand, & for her love hath ſufferedgrizvous wounds, && 
therefore well thou woteſt that ſhe is his Wife by the Law, it y him 
liſt. But after her deliverance with flattering ſpeech thou haſt 
deceived her; therefore I judge thee to be hanged. 4 
Then ſaid F Judge to y Womanlikewife;O Woman, thouknoweſt 
how this KnighTſaved ꝗ̃ from death, & thergupon thou betrothedeſt 
- him thy faith & troth to be his Wifeth — two rea ſons thou 
art his Wite: firſt, by Law; and atergby faith & troth. This 
notwichſtanding, thou conſentedſt After ward to the Tyrant, and, .' 
2 er phieſt him into Knights Caſtle, and didſt ſnut F gate again; 
F Knights & wouldeſt not fee his wounds w he ſuffered for thy 
1 ove; and therefore I judge thee to be hanged alſo. And ſo it was done, 
| bath Fraviſher, & ſhe 5 was raviſhed, were condemned to dea: 
# _ Whereforeeyery man praiſed the Judge for wiſe Judgement. 


Mi! The MORAL, pL 18 
ns Emperor betokeneth the Father of Heaven; W ordained a Law 
-* that if the Soul of Man were raviſhed from God by fin, the ſaver of p 
', the Soul ſhould eſpouſe him, if lum lift. The Woman $ mas ravithed, 

7 —  Wetokeneth J Sul of Man, which was raviſhed by the ſin : dur Fre- 
My father Adam, and let out of Paradiſeints Y Forreſt f this wretehed + 
World by the Tyrant Pontianus, which betokeneth the Devil; and he 
not only defiled her by loſing the Heri tage of Heaven, but. alſo he would ;* | 
' © ſlay her & everlaſting pain, Bus the Soul cryeth with an high voyce 4 | 
zphoſe cry our Lord Feſus Chriſt heard. Thisery wus made when Adam 
cryed after the 2 of mercy, and Patriarch and Prophets cryed for 
remedy, [aying theſe Words, O thou 5 nigheſt in y Eaſt, viſit thou 
us, Cc. The Knight betokeneth our Lord Feſus chriſt, which came frum 
Heaven, and fought the Tyrant; that i, the Devil, add both they” 7 
= mwereſywounded: for our Lord Feſus Chriſt was wounded in the fleſin 1 
aud the Dewil:maimed in his 7 wherefere the Ho manu; , 
#5, the Soul, gave her faith & trot eng, e. when ſhe becume 
a Chriſtian, ſaying theſe Words, 1 forlake the Hewi and, aher 
& believe in God F Father Almighty. Then ordained aur Lotd-Feſtss 
chriſt, A Marriage between him and her, with the t ſpeci il Sara 
ments of Baptiſmand the Lords Super, whereof may be made ſi ca 
Faſt e ageinft 5 Peril. Alſo our Lyrdcommentes the W 
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N ESTA ROMANO RUM. 09 
Ain theCaſtleof vertue, til! he went to provide that was need fu z 


that u; onr lord feſus Chriſi aſtended to Heaven t9 1 ber, ber. 
{well after the 


dwellixg place of everlaſtiry joy, rrhereas we ſhou 
day of judgment with ou, God in honor and glory. 


1 


But, alacen in mean time came ꝙ Devil, and heguiled ꝗ wretehed 


Saul by deadlyſin, am ſo- he entered inte Y Caſtle ef our heart; which 
ſhould be the Caſtle of God. The Knight N us knocked at the gate of 
eur heart according #dtheScripture, Lo, 1 ſtand at ꝗ door & Knock 
if any man will Open, that l may enter. But where the Devil is, 
God doth not enter, excevt I ſinner. will receiv: im by Repentance, M 
j-ring our Lord hanging ach Crojs, that we mayſte his bloody wounds 
* W he ſuffered for us; we ſinners ſhould be the rather min ll ef his 
love: For frem the crowa of his head unto the ſole of his feet; was leſt 
»o whole place: thereforeſaith Prphet Ela, Rehold & tee if a 
{urrow. be like tomy ſorrows Therefore he is a wretched man J will 


not beccuverted unto his Lord God but ty ſtill in deadly ſin; r ited 


win he ic, before © highfudge, he ſnl be conden, edtoexerlaſting 
deat), Therefrve d the doors of onr bearts by fruif 
Faith in Alighe God and then without doubt we ſhall obtain 
everlaſi: rs life, Late A | : 
2 THEB ARGUMENT. | 
The Body and Soul of Man being made try Gods Trace the Temple of the 
Hul Ghei; do ve themſel des to ſerve aud pleaſe God inthis life 
and to love God and his neighbors accurdim to his Laws: . 


10 
x 


then the Body by Death ſuffer mortal affliction for a time, yet 7 


Faith, Hope,and Charity in Feſi:s chriſt, both Body and Soul ſha 
ruberit I fe and joy everlaſting. — The 44. HIS TORT. 


a Toadly Monument or Toimb,es the laborers digg 


F and upm the h, was inzraven theſe words, I have ſpent: I have 
Ven; 4 have Kept: I have hid; I now have: I have loſt: Iam 
Piaitied, Phar W I bad, I bent: Pha ww TI gave TLhave. When 


- 


u read of a certain Roman Emperor, which erecting for himſelf 


neh bring us our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Amen. 


ved in the g roten of 
r Palace; they found a Coffen of Gold bound about with three hoops, * 


*the Emperor ſaw this, be called together his NWovles and States, and 


fard nin them, My Lords, go and conſid ir among your ſelves, what 
this in(crivtion meaneth, Unto whom the Nobles ſhortly after returned 
DIS 4/1927 {aying, The meaning of this inſcription isn otherwije 
Lu this; Fut was a certain Emiperer your preaeceffors which defgred 
to ley behind him an Example to others, that they might follow. him 


1 gad life aud conver{ui ion, to'wity I have Gee my life in ju di 


4 „ers righteouſly & governing myſelf according to Y Rule of Reaſons 
o 


£ have given to yt ers things neceſſary, unco the poor maintenance 


and !iymyy and.te every one i to my . according to their deſerts. 


I have let, in all in works, righteouſne/s, mercy te them. that ace 


1, and e their worthy wages. 1 ave hall liberal and 2 
conſſ nt beart #9 eV one M fer ved me: T have given viches In their 


nec, and lovieg fa vor at all times. I have had à hand to tams 


and ſubidue enemies to protect & defend friend; & to0uniſe * 
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